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THIS WEERK’S NEWS 


MR. DONALD P. REAY, M.Sc., B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., 
chief architect to East Kilbride Development Corporation, 
has been appointed chief architect to Stevenage Development 
Corporation. p. 435 


THREE MORE regional housing boards have been set up. 
These are for the Northern, Southern and North Midlands 
Regions. p. 452 


A SUCCESSFUL COUNTER-CLAIM by an Urban District 
Council against a firm of builders leading to the enforcement 
of a penalty clause for delay in completion of a housing contract 
is reported. p. 454 


AFTER CONSIDERING the Chancellor’s Budget and the 
upward trend of interest rates, the Council of the Building 
Societies Association have decided to recommend to member 
societies that they should now consider charging a minimum 
rate of 44 per cent. on advances to owner-occupiers. 


THE NATIONAL RATES COMMITTEE of the Road 
Haulage Association, at a meeting in London on March 13, 
recommended members to increase their rates for general haulage 
by 10 per cent. on April 1 next. p. 459 


PRODUCTION FIGURES for bricks in January last were 
541 million as compared with 485 million in January, 1951, 
and 480 million in Fanuary, 1950. These figures were given 
in Parliament last week by Mr. Eccles. p. 461 








WHITHER SUBSIDIES? 


THE recent increases in the housing subsidies have been 

criticised both by those who consider the increases 
insufficient and those who think any increase unjustified. 
In our view, however, a more useful contribution to this dis- 
cussion has come from those who, accepting the present 
increases as reasonable under present circumstances, have 
dealt with the more fundamental question of the whole purpose 
and scope of housing subsidies. 

An interesting and constructive speech on these lines has 
been made by Mr. Harmar Nicholls, M.P., at a Conservative 
party conference on local government. Mr. Nicholls sug- 
gested that in order to be fair to the homeless and, at the same 
time, to recognise the problems of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the allocation of houses should be passed through 
a “series of sieves”’ before deciding who should have council 
houses carrying the benefit of the full subsidy. 

The first ‘‘ sieve,” he suggested, was already in position. 
Mr. Macmillan’s decision to permit more private building 
would mean more cases where subsidy charges would be 
completely saved. There is some substance in this point ; 
indeed, the relief to public funds is one of the reasons (though 
obviously there are others equally cogent) for encouraging 
Private housebuilding. But the extent to which private 
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building is likely to relieve public funds should not be over- 
estimated. Mr. Macmillan’s ratio of one to one isa maximum, 
and it is left to each local authority to decide the actual pro- 
portion for its area. Some authorities may decide, for political 
reasons, to permit only a few houses, or none at all, to be built 
by private enterprise. Moreover, there are some authorities 
—particularly in the great conurbations—which have no 
vacant building land, so that all housebuilding must be by 
way of clearance and redevelopment of built-up ‘areas, a task 
for which private enterprise is not always well equipped. 

The second “‘sieve’’ proposed by Mr. Nicholls is the 
capitalisation of half the previous subsidy of £22 per annum 
to reduce the purchase price of council houses put up for sale. 
This proposal would enable more people to buy such houses,, 
and would result in a substantial saving to public funds. It 
is, however, hard to see why one class of the community— 
those already in occupation of council houses or else on a 
waiting list—should have the opportunity of purchasing houses 
on more favourable terms. ‘The suggestion is perhaps the 
more surprising coming from Mr. Nicholls, since it is hardly 
consistent with his views on subsidised rents, as mentioned 
below. 

The next of the proposed “sieves” was a subsidy for 
30 years of half the previous subsidy of £22 per annum to 
enable industrialists and farmers to provide houses to let 
for their employees. Finally, Mr. Nicholls proposed that 
those who are unable or unwilling to take advantage of the 
other schemes should be accepted as council tenants, but that 
this ought not necessarily to mean a subsidised tenancy; 
there should, in fact, be an examination of the tenants’ 
financial circumstances to ensure that those who can afford it 
should pay an economic rent or as near to it as possible. 
Here, surely, Mr. Nicholls is on sounder ground. As we 
have ourselves suggested, the time is coming when indis- 
criminate housing subsidies must cease and a means test be 
applied. The idea of a means test is often resisted by those 
who remember its application to the unemployment benefits 
of the early ’thirties, but there is no reason why such a test 
should not be humanely and soundly administered. A good 
deal of thought has gone into this subject since then—for 
example, in the excellent study published not long ago by the 
National Federation of Housing Societies—and a number of 
authorities have already adopted differential rental schemes 
with some success. 

Unless some scheme is adopted there is real danger that 
the whole of the present structure of local authority housing 
policy may crash under the growing burden of subsidies. 
Although we have reservations about some of his suggestions, 
we welcome Mr. Nicholls’s speech as a sign that the political 
parties are beginning to think about this problem on new lines. 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


SEVEN weeks ago, in an article on this page, there was 

addressed to the Council of the Institute of Builders a 
series of questions in which clarification was sought of a 
number of matters connected with building education in 
Great Britain. The questions seemed to us to require 
specific answers if widespread fears were to be allayed that 
the Institute as an educational body is to-day an ineffective 
force. 

The ensuing correspondence has served only to heighten 
the fears expressed in our article that the Institute may be 
failing in its purpose ; the points made in letters from builders, 
educational bodies and heads of building schools from several 
parts of the country constitute an indictment which, it may be 
felt, required either immediate rebuttal or an announcement 
of major changes designed to establish the Institute of Builders 
in fact as in name as the spearhead of British building education. 

The Council of the Institute, though they have met, have 
made no reply to the article or to the correspondence. Must 
this silence be taken to ifnply that no effective reply to the 
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A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., who is contributing a special series of articles on Research 
Applied to Current Building. The first article appears in this issue. 


MR. DONALD DEX HARRISON, Dipl.Arch., 


criticisms can be given, or does it mean (as many will hope 
who wish the Institute well and believe in the importance of 
the work it should be doing) that the points are taken and 
that major reorganisation is being planned? Whatever the 
reason, continued silence can only add to disquietude. 


THE CROWN LESSEES (PROTECTION 
OF SUB-TENANTS) BILL 


EMBERS of Parliament, both Conservative and Labour, 
are supporting a Private Member’s Bill to abolish the 
exemption of landlords from the effects of the Rent Acts by 
reason of the subsistence in their land of a superior interest 
belonging either to the Crown, the Duchy of Lancaster, or 
the Duchy of Cornwall. The Bill has been introduced by 
Sir Austen Hudson, Conservative Member for Lewisham 
North, and is supported by the Members for the neighbouring 
constituencies of Woolwich West, Greenwich, Lewisham 
West, Deptford and Camberwell (Dulwich). It would 
appear that there are extensive Crown interests in the areas 
represented, 


It is a long standing rule of law that the Crown is not bound - 


by Act of Parliament unless the statute contains words which 
expressly or by necessary implication have that effect. Hence 
the Rent Acts have never applied to Crown property ; this 
means that not only have lessees from the Crown no protection 
under the Acts but also that sub-tenants have no protection. 
The phrase “the Crown” includes Government Depart- 
ments. 

Under the new Bill the Crown will remain exempt from the 
Rent Acts, but mesne tenants will lose their exemption. To 
take an example—a house which is Crown property is let 
to A for 21 years, and A sub-lets to B for 7 years. At present, 
B cannot remain in possession under the protection of the 
Rent Acts when the seven years expires (as he could if the 
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house were private property) and A must give up possession 
at the end of 21 years. 

If the new Bill becomes law, A will still have to give up 
possession at the end of 21 years, but B will be able to remain 
in occupation after his seven years is up and will be able to 
continue to do so for the remainder of A’s lease from the 
Crown. But B will not be able to stay on after A’s interes 
comes to an end as he could if the Crown were a private 
landlord. 

The standard rent for the sub-letting is to be determined 
by reference to “ the critical date,” namely— 


(a) In cases where the house is sub-let at the passing of 
the Act—February 8, 1952. 

(b) If the house was not sub-let at the passing of the Act 
—the date on which it is first sub-let thereafter. 

(c) In any other case, the first date after the commence. 
ment of the Act on which a tenant of a dwelling-house is 
protected by virtue of the Act. 

The Bill also proposes to extend to such cases the prohibi- 
tion, contained in the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Control) 
Act, of premiums as a condition of the grant or renewal of 3 
tenancy. The provisions of the Furnished Houses (Rent 
Control) Act of 1946 are also to apply. The Bill received 
its second reading in the House of Commons on February 29, 
and was welcomed on behalf of the Government by Mr. 
Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. This is the first Bill of the 
new reign, and thus the first for over 50 years to include the 
words: “Be it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent 
Majesty. . . .” 


APPLIED BUILDING RESEARCH 


THE lot of the designer, whether architect or engineer, 

is never a happy one in times of materials shortage or 
when cost is a factor of high importance. At the present 
time, the designer in no way is to be envied ; substitutes are 
not hard to find if cost need not be reckoned with, but the 
present crisis is equally one of cost. Materials must be 
made to go farther and the use of substitutes is qualified by 
the condition that they must not cost more than the material 
or process they replace. ‘ 

Much work on alternative methods and materials has 
been done by the Building Research Station and by the 
industrial research associations, and the value of their labours 
has become heightened by the steel shortage which is so 
seriously delaying progress on many types of structure—flats, 
schools and commercial buildings among them. In order to 
crystallise the work of research, we have invited Mr. Dex 
Harrison to write a series of articles on Research Applied to 
Current Building. Mr. Harrison’s record as architect, designer 
and scientist is well known and his first article on Steel, 
printed in this‘ issue, will, we believe, be found helpful and 
stimulating. Subsequent articles will deal with Reinforced 
Concrete, Timber, and other Structural Methods. 


PUBLIC OPENING OF TENDERS 


THE action of Holborn Borough Council, referred to else- 

where in this issue, in reverting to the custom of open- 
ing building tenders in the presence of the competing firms, 
deserves high commendation. Quite apart from the fact 
that such practice is courteous, it means that all the firms 


know at once how they stand, and efficiency and confidence 


result. 

This example is one which should be followed on a wide 
scale, we should hope. The argument sometimes advanced 
against the practice—that to-day adjustments by the clients 
to the tender amounts have sometimes to be made for reason 
of economy-~is not valid ; in fact, it is an additional reason 
— parties should be made officially aware of how matters 
stand. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


HANSOM IS... 


EW there be who can hope that their 
brain-children will survive them, 
and some there may be who will consider 
it a little out of the ordinary that no 
fewer than three interests of Joseph 
Aloysius Hansom continue in active use. 
Hansom’s architectural magnum opus, 
Birmingham Town Hall, still delights 
listeners to symphony concerts with its 
acoustical qualities ; The Builder (founded 
and edited by Hansom) yet continues, 
we are credibly informed; but it is 
certainly surprising that Hansom’s third 
feat—the ‘“‘ patent safety cab” which 
bears his name—still seems to have its 
uses, if we are to believe an advertiser in 
The Times who last week offered for sale a 
Hansom cab described as an “ideal 
carriage, town or country, saving tax, 
petrol.” 

The purchaser, and we hope he may be 
found, may be faced with the difficulty 
which prevented us from conveying the 
late Sir Samuel Joseph, as Lord Mayor of 
London, in triumph from Stationers’ 
Hall to the Mansion House, on the occa- 
sion of this newspaper’s centenary in 
1942—the difficulty of obtaining a horse 
used to the London ‘traffic. Our illus- 
tration taken on that occasion in the 
courtyard of Stationers’ Hall shows the 
Lord Mayor on the right with Mr. A. J. R. 
Hansom (grandson of Hansom) standing 
on the step, and Mr. H. A. Cox, Hon. 
A.R.I.B.A. (chairman of The Builder, 
Ltd.). 


THE DIPLOMA GALLERY 


ACCEPTING with pleasure the Royal 
Academy’s invitation to the Leonardo da 
Vinci Exhibition, I must confess to a 
shock (writes W. J. W.) as one accustomed 
to visit the Gallery in the years gone by. 
A clean sweep has been made of the 
familiar diploma works by Turner, Wilson, 
Reynolds, Lawrence and so many others, 
not forgetting architects and sculptors 
long since dead and gone, whose works no 
doubt are now resting in the cellars. To 
those in the habit of visiting this gallery 
in the old days, this surprise will be under- 
stood. What peace prevailed! One often 








HANSOM IS. . . The offer for sale of a 

Hansom cab (referred to in a note above) recalls 

centenary celebrations in 1942 of “The 

Builder.” The photograph reproduced shows the 

then Lord Mayor (the late Sir Samuel Joseph, 

F.I.O.B.) inspecting one of the last of the 
Hansom cabs, 
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had the whole gallery to oneself to stydy 
the diploma works of Academicians both 
living and dead. What contrasts could be 
made in fashions in technique, subjects 
and costume, as varied as anything by 
Picasso, Klee and Co. Happy days! 

Away from the turmoil of Piccadilly 
it has even been said, so rumour goes, that 
it was a pleasant spot to meet a lady; 
such quietude prevailed, disturbed only by 
the infrequent wakefulness of the elderly 
custodian dozing in the warmth of the 
afternoon sun. Thinking again, what of 
the R.A. porters, genial and kindly men, a 
class to themselves both in manners and 
appearance? Has no Academician or 
student thought fit to record them in paint, 
well known as they were to thousands ? 
Old Cramplehorn, with his apron, bowler 
hat and glasses, receiving exhibits of 
those hoping for exhibition, and Styles were 
but two, both, unfortunately, now dead. 

One knows, of course, that the Diploma 
works will return after the present 
exhibition to their old home, but one fears 
that the old atmosphere will never be 
recaptured. 


PRESENTATION POSTPONED 


Because of the illness of Mr. G. Grey 
Wornum, F.R.I.B.A., the presentation of 
the Royal Gold Medal, which was to have 
taken place at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects on April 1, has been postponed 
until June 16. The general meeting ar- 
ranged for April 1 at the Institute will 
therefore not now be held. 


STEVENAGE APPOINTMENT 


Mr. D. P. Reay, M.Sc.(Columbia), 
B.Arch.(L’pool.), A.R.I.B.A., chief archi- 
tect to East Kilbride Development Cor- 
poration, has been appointed chief 
architect to Stevenage Development 
Corporation. He is 37. At Stevenage 
Mr. Reay will succeed Mr. Clifford 
Holliday, who will be leaving shortly 
to take up his new appointment as Pro- 
fessor of Town and Country Planning at 
the University of Manchester. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 24 
R.I.B.A.—Opening of exhibition of modern Italian 
architecture. 66, Portland-place, W.1. Continuing 
until April 30. Daily 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed April 11-15, 
ERGONOMICS RESEARCH SOCIETY.—Symposium on 
“ Fatigue.” College of Aeronautics, Cranfield, Bletch- 
ley, Bedfordshire. 2.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 25 
PROVINCIAL EXHIBITIONS.—Opening of 19th Man- 
chester Building Trades Exhibition. City Exhibition 
Hall, Manchester. 2.30 p.m. 
L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Luncheon and Area 
meeting. Cafe Royal, North End, Croydon. 1 p.m. 
DESIGN. AND. INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—“ Design 
in Italy To-day,” by Ernesto Rogers. Royal Society, 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.1. 12.30 p.m. 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL.—Opening of an 
exhibition of the County Development Plan, Guildhall, 
Cambridge, 10a.m. to 9p.m, daily (until March 29). 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 
BuILpING INDUSTRIES LUNCHEON CLUB.—Mr. Ian M. 
Leslie, Hon.A.R.1.B.A., on ‘‘ Building Opportunities in 
Canada”, Hungaria Restaurant, 16, Lower Regent- 
street, S.W.1. 1 p.m. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 27 
PuysicaL Society (Acoustics GrouP).—Discussion 
on sound absorption. 5, Old Burlington-st, W.1. 5 p.m. 
NORTHERN POLYTECHNIC (DEPARTMENT OF ARCHI- 
TECTURE, SURVEYING AND BUILDING).—Prize - giving. 
Northern Polytechnic, Holloway-road, N.7. 7 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 28 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL PSYCHOLOGY.— 
Opening of annual week-end conference. Palace Hotel, 
Buxton. 8.30 p.m. Continuing until March 31. 
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““T suppose there'll be. some peculiar 
things in this year’s Architecture Room.” 


(Friday is sending-in day for the Royal Academy 
architectural exhibits.) 





ST. BRIDES’ CHURCH CRYPT 


EXPLORATIONS at St. Bride’s, Fleet- 
street, E.C., have revealed the church’s 
medieval crypt. Workmen have found 
a staircase that leads to the north end of 
the crypt which, it would seem, lies 
north and south, occupying almost the 
whole width of the east end of Wren’s 
church. The staircase is on the north 
side of one of the earlier walls found at a 
depth of 4 ft. below the existing church 
floor. In this wall is a stone arch, now 
bricked up, the blocking being apparently 
of eighteenth century date. It is assumed 
that the greater part of the crypt lies to the 
south of this blocked arch, which may be 
that depicted in a recently found copy of a 
sketch by the Rev. John Pridden, who was 
curate of St. Bride’s in the eighteenth 
century. 

Mr. W. F. Grimes, Director of the 
London Museum, who is supervising the 
excavation, is hopeful that as the explora- 
tions proceed the crypt will be found 
intact together with the greater part of 
the foundations of the medieval church 
to which it belongs. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. T. RANDALL HILL, F.I.A.S., announces that he 
has commenced practice on his own account as a 
quantity surveyor at Nuttall House, Barton-under- 
Needwood, Burton-on-Trent (Tel.: Barton-under- 
Needwood 374) with a branch office at 69, Piccadilly, 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. He will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues, etc., at the former address. 

Mr. ARNOLD P. HOLDSwortH, F.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has changed his Sheffield office 
address from 281, Glossop-road, to 73, Bower-road, 
Sheffield, 10. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, March 20, 1852 


Wipe EstTimaTING.—Pray insert the 
following tenders delivered for erecting 
four houses at Harrow-on-the-Hill, under 


Messrs. Habershon :-— £ 

Hey 6,459 
Howard 6,398 
Lawrence aoe a5 6,100 
Winsland and Holland ... - 6,000 
Smith and Appleford 5,185 
Piper ee oe 4,876 


Locke and Nesham 
Chapman ees 


4,845 
4,545 
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Research Applied 


to Current Building 


1—Saving Steel 


By DEX HARRISON, Dipl.Arch., 
ARIBA, AMTPI 


N the building trade we are becoming 
used to sudden reversals of policy 
in the practice of our work. Having 
laboured for several years to find sub- 
stitutes for timber, with no little success 
in devising new uses in steel and steel 
strip to fill the gap, we now go sharply into 
reverse, seeking to replace steel with con- 
crete or timber. Substitutes are never 
hard to find if we have no need to reckon 
the cost, but the present crisis is equally 
one of cost. 

This short series of articles is an attempt 
to see where we are likely to get in our 
efforts to solve these two interlocking 
problems. 

The present shortage is one which 
could ease abruptly in two years’ time, 
bringing with it another reversal of policy. 
It would be imprudent, therefore, to put 
all our efforts into far-reaching changes 
which could have only a long-term effect. 
Economies in steel must be immediate 
economies. 

Happily, however, relative to recent 
years, the timber position is somewhat 
improved. Before the war, we were 
importing some 2} million standards of 
softwood per annum. From 1939-50 
we were importing one million standards 
per annum, and in 1951 we suddenly 
imported 1,627,000 standards, though it is 
expected that in 1952 imports may again 
be running as low as 1,100,000 standards. 
In addition, we imported an equivalent 
of 334,000 standards of hardwood in 
1951. There is no present world shortage 
of softwood, the volume of our imports 
being dictated entirely by economic 
policy. Whereas present stocks of soft- 
wood of 700,000 standards are high, it is 
doubtful whether we shall be permitted 
to use them to reduce the impact of this 
emergency, inasmuch as they represent 
a strategic stock pile. 


TIMBER FOR STEEL? 


It has been demonstrated in the United 
States that in structural framing a ton of 
timber can be made to do rather more 
work than a ton of steel, and on this basis 
an increase in the allocation of 200,000 
standards of timber could result in a 
saving of half a million tons of steel. 
The figures show, nevertheless, that it 
would be unwise for us all to begin design- 
ing purely in timber, for in twelve months’ 
time, when the designs left the drawing 
board, there would suddenly be a catas- 
trophic bottle-neck in timber. <A _ ba- 
lanced use of all the available materials 
must be our aim. 

The shortage, it will be noted, is 
essentially in the tension materials that 
are used in building, the metals and 
timber, and these materials are just the 
ones which have to be imported, either 
in the form of ores or finished products. 


THE BUILDER 














March 21 1952 





Prestressed beams in a northlight factory, Tiverton. 


Prestressed Concrete 


Design, Ltd., engineers. 


It will always be incumbent on us to use 
tension materials with the utmost economy. 

It is interesting to reflect that in the 
United States, where the critical factor is 
one of cost of labour, they are developing 
forms of design which are not inherently 
economical in the use of materials, but 
which are economical in the use of labour. 
This is a method of cutting down costs 
unfortunately not open to us. Alterna- 
tives open to us to achieve economy in 
materials are sometimes likely to involve 
a greater use of labour and high costs, 
necessitating the striking of an extremely 
fine balance. 


THE TIME FACTOR IN 
ECONOMICAL DESIGN 


Refinements in design beyond those 
normal to the trade also involve far more 
application on the part of the architect 
and engineer, and therefore increase the 
cost of design ; it may be that additional 
incentives will be needed by designers if 
they are to be encouraged to make this 
extra effort. One such incentive would 
be to allow the designer more time to 
develop his work and thus to bring the 
refinements into play, for it has always 
been a false economy for the design stage 
to be rushed in order to get an earlier 
start’on the site. Faced with this situa- 
tion, the designer is forced to take the 
easier way out, and refinements go by the 
board. ‘This point was, of course, stressed 
in the Productivity Team Report, Build- 
ings (1950), when the Team were emphas- 
ising that American practice is to spend 
more time at the design stage so that 
everything, can be worked out in detail, 
down to the last nut, and so that the 
builder can organise his work efficiently 
and speedily on the site. 


RESTRICTED ADVANCES 


Despite the advancement of technique 
which has occurred over the past ten 
years, it is safe to say that the effect in 
practice has been trifling. The full use 
of advanced techniques is confined to a 
small number of architects, engineers 


and contracters who take the trouble to 
keep abreast of developments, but the 
industry as a whole still employs out- 
dated rule-of-thumb methods. This ,is 
partly because of the difficulties of collat- 
ing and digesting the available informa- 
tion, and for this reason an up-to-date 
bibliography is appended. 

With the wealth of published data 
available, it is just as important to weed 
out and throw away outdated material, in 
order to avoid the danger of inadvertent 
reference to obsolete information, as it is 
to. keep adding new. For instance, all 
British Standards are periodically revised, 
and late editions will sometimes allow 
higher values and stresses than were 
allowed ten years ago. The date is 
always quoted on the Standard, thus 
B.S. 449:1948: (Revised, 1949). The 
Use of Structural Steel in Building. 

Some of the measures advocated can 
only be made if vigorous administrative 
changes are first put in hand. We can 
instance our byelaw structure which still 
acts as a serious drag on the application 
of improved technique, and, in another 
manner, the continued shortage of mild 
steel rod for reinforcement, which has 
precluded the more extensive use of rein- 
forced concrete in the place of steel, and 
thus helped to precipitate this present 
crisis. In this latter connection, the Gov- 
ernment has recently undertaken to make 
available 350,000 tons of steel rod. We 
need a better balance of rolled steel 
sections, for in the past we have been 
in the ridiculous situation of having to 
use heavier sections than necessary be- 
cause they could be more readily obtained. 
We need sufficient bricks of high load- 
bearing capacity and we need stress 
graded timber. Looked at in this way 
the crisis is one of inefficiency, both on the 
part of the industry, taken as a whole, and 
the Governmental machinery which 3 
controlling it. 

Just when we should be deploying our 
brain power to its maximum effort—an 
brainpower is in shortest supply of all— 
private practising architects and enginett$ 
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have suddenly and drastically been cut off 
from effective participation. The build- 
ing programme has shrunk back almost 
entirely into the offices of public bodies, 
who are alone doing any great volume of 
work. 


DETAILED ECONOMIES 


Detailed economies are now considered 
in successive articles under the headings, 
first, of steel itself ; second, in the sub- 
stitution and use of reinforced concrete ; 
third, the use of timber in place of steel ; 
and finally a reversal to load-bearing 
structures and the displacement of steel 
in non-structural forms. 


Too many buildings are still being 
designed with steel frames which could 
equally well be designed in reinforced 
concrete and show a saving of 55 per cent. 
to 65 per cent. in steel content. There are 
many types of heavy industrial structures 
where steel is still used prodigally as though 
there were no pressure towards economy in 
this field, as, for example, in the con- 
struction of power houses. It is interest- 
ing to note that one of the latter has 
recently been designed which shows a 
very considerable saving in materials over 
normal current practice. Nor is it reason- 
able to employ a disproportionate effort to 
save a few tons in a school if several 
hundred tons are being absorbed carelessly 
on an adjoining factory or on defensive 
work, The lead in steel economy which 
has been promised by the Ministry of 
Works will be welcomed. 


Steel is sold basically by weight, and 
there has been a tendency in the past 
for far more steel to go into a building than 
is strictly necessary. ‘This has been due 
in part to the bad habit of architects of 
going directly to the steel producers for 
their design. Naturally, the producers 
are interested in selling as much steel as 
they can, in simple members rather than 
complex members, and are not so much 
interested in getting down to the utmost 
refinement of design. 


Steel-framed structures are built from 
a standard series of hot rolled sections. 
By and Jarge these sections are well- 
arranged and proportioned for the task 
they are required to perform, but until 
recently square sections were not rolled 
in this country although they were rolled 
inGermany. This type of section, which 
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PERFORATED WEB ARS. 


Fig. i. 


is particularly valuable in stanchions, is, 
fortunately, now being produced here. 


USE OF SMALL SECTIONS 


In the past a sufficient variety of smaller 
rolled sections was not available, par- 
ticularly of a size for dealing with con- 
ditions of light loading, and in applying 
these sections for rafters and the like a 
certain inefficiency resulted. During the 
post-war years, the keenest shortage has 
been. found in precisely these small 
sections and until this shortage is remedied 
economic design of such structures is not 
possible. The new British Standards 
Sections will go a long way towards 
remedying this state of affairs, but not 
until supplies become generally available. 

It is, of course, appreciably more expen- 
sive to roll small sections as compared with 
large and this has been recognised by 
allowing an extra per ton for such sections. 
The allowance has not, however, been 
sufficient, and the granting of a higher 
relative price per ton will have to be con- 
sidered by the authorities as a matter of 
urgency, both for light sections and rolled 
steel bars, to which the same arguments 
apply. 

For these light-loading conditions, other 
types of beam have been developed during 
recent years. Examples are built-up 
girders, made from cold rolled steel with 
round bars or tube lattice webs. Pressed 
strip in a variety of profiles, which use a 
lower steel content than hot rolled sections, 
have also been produced but are in limited 
supply due to the present shortage of steel 
strip, although one would expect that a 
significant increase in the use of this type 
of section will be possible when the 





DIAGONAL FLAME-CUT AND RE-WELDED. 


Fig. 2. Showing webs cut diagonally and rewelded to produce asymmetrical portal-type frame of a more efficient and pleasing shape. 


The Appleby-Frodingham method of perforated web beams. 


Margam works come into full production 
later in the year. 

It is well known that a tube is the most 
efficient section for a strut, and steel tubes 
have, in fact, been used extensively in 
recent years, welded-up into various 
forms of framing. Here we may quote 
the space frame as an application of basic 
design which produces particular econo- 
mies in a specialised field. 

The use of welding can lead to econo- 
mies in steel content as well as more 
pleasing and clean designs, but we can go 
further and produce more efficient sec- 
tions. The Appleby-Frodingham method 
of perforated web beams is illustrated as 
an instance (Fig. 1). 

In the second example (Fig. 2), the 
webs of 10 in. by 6 in. joists were cut 
diagonally and rewelded to produce an 
asymmetrical portal-type frame of more 
efficient and pleasing shape for the duties 
it was called upon to perform. It is 
clear that frame economies such as the 
above start in the first place in the archi- 
tect’s sketch design. By considering the 
most economical form of frame with the 
engineer at this stage, the most efficient 
frame can be devised and the plan ar- 
ranged to suit. 

Systems of construction have been 
developed for schools and housing, using 
the various types of light-weight section 
which are mentioned above to form com- 
plete frames, showing substantial tonnage 
economies in detailed design. ‘They have 
been widely used because of the design 
and site labour economies which could 
be achieved. Nevertheless, the use of all 


this steel in one building represents a 
heavy demand on the country’s steel 
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resources and an inequitable distribution 
in the present circumstances. 


(To be continued) 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent ‘‘ Onlooker ” 
is obviously a reader of The Builder 
who has just recently and freshly brought 
his mind to bear on a problem which has 
been exercising the brains of the execu. 
tives in the building industry proper for 
many months if not some years. It must 
be interesting to the technician to see the 
various points placed in order of import. 
ance by ‘“‘ Onlooker ”’ after much careful 
study. It could also be amusing if it 
were not for the rather distasteful attack 
on the industry which follows a suggestion 
that “there is room for inquiry on the 
managerial side.” I am led to believe 
that the title ‘‘ Onlooker”’ means that 
your correspondent is neither managerial, 
technical nor even closely connected with 
the building trade, hence, no doubt, 
his ability to understand our business 
better than we do ourselves ! 

First, it must be true to say that the increases 
in the costs of wages and materials have only 
kept abreast with those in the engineering or 
textile trades. The finished articles have 
certainly not reached the same high level 
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must bear in mind that they have been pro- 
duced on a Steadily rising market over a 

iod of years. The basis of the contract 
more often. than not has been certain rates of 
wages and cost of materials which were 
altering owing to increases in fuel, coal, 
transport and wages and materials in ancillary 
trades while the ink was drying on the legal 
document. 





The rise-and-fall clause in the contract has 
kept the contract figures as low as possible, 
and although prices of materials and wages 
may have wandered up a little because of this 
cause, and this point is wholly debatable, 
the fact that the building trade has suffered 
from a sellers’ market ever since the war 
ended should not be overlooked. Why not, 
therefore, inquire into the present shortage 
of steel or the various shortages of bricks, 
cement, timber and everything else that has 
been in short supply from time to time, if not 
all the time, for years past ? The removal of 
the rise-and-fall clause in a steadily rising 
market will result in a rise in the cost at the 
tendering stage or, if acute competition con- 
tinues, a loss finally which although borne by 
the contractor does not make the real cost less, 
and must have an effect on future estimates in 
due course with the same result—or else 
result in there being no builders at all! 
Which would ‘‘ Onlooker ” prefer ? 


I prefer to think that lack of adequate 
equipment and plant and, under certain 
conditions, hopeless transport problems have 
a bearing on costs greater than the normal 
advance in cost of new plant, etc. The build- 
ing trade has been using up large quantities 
of junk plant left over from the war years 
and have had replacement and repair work 
carried out at tremendous costs instead of 
being able to obtain renewals at about the 
same cost. Each year since 1943 the situation, 
which was then acute, has worsened steadily. 


Just who gets the “‘ featherbed ”’ mentality 
owing to the so-called ‘‘ protective measures ” 
isnot clear to me. It is true that under the 
last Government all sorts of safety measures 
were introduced ; most of which were designed 
to save serious accident, and every workman 
has the right to ask a building owner to pay 
this charge, however high. Some of the 
“safety ’ measures are regarded as “‘ danger- 
ous” by the workmen themselves, but the 
authorities insist, and they should know best— 
or do they? ‘There is no lack of financial 
incentive when losses are being sustained, 
because even the most kindly disposed Govern- 
ment Department or client will always take 
a poor view of a request to make payment 
towards losses sustained by contractors for 
reasons outside the latter’s control. 


The impact of rearmament and the effect 
of the Korean war have only recently been 
felt, and are not likely to have any permanent 
fect for a long time yet. 

What does ‘“ Onlooker ” know of all the 
hazards which really affect the cost of building 
and under which the industry has bent for 
along time now without making serious 
complaint ? These hazards include the simple 
job which should take a year and actually 
takes two because of variations, alterations 
ad shortage of essential materials ; the 
expert site supervision maintained to look 
after ten men instead of fifty; the heavy 
surveying costs; the long wait for final 
accounts and the heavy burden of financing 
thigh turnover with large sums (on a rising 
matket covered by a rise-and-fall clause) re- 
imbursed net and with many heavy expenses 
to bear which are not recoverable in any shape 
ot form and certainly never envisaged at the 
tme of tendering ; the settlement of the 
accounts years after the work was completed ; 
control in all directions ; and too many cooks 

y about one thousand. If ‘* Onlooker ” 

ppens to be a tailor, would he take kindly 
a suggestion that a £28 suit made in 1947 
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should be paid as follows: £5 in 1947, £20 
in 1948 and £3 in 1950? Plenty of this kind 
of thing has helped to drive the price of 
building up, and maybe sooner or later will 
drive a few builders out. 


What about the drawings which are mere 
lines on paper, and are made to fit as the job 
goes along? Who is responsible for this ? 
What about the dozens of half-worked-out 
schemes which are put on the market, on 
which—after the successful builder has been 
suitably lectured on the importance and 
priority of the works—everyone connected 
with the scheme (other than the builder, 
of course) takes all the time in the world to 
settle the smallest of the problems? What 
about the dozens of estimates which are given 
to ensure that architects avoid accidentally 
spending {10 of the client’s money, whereas 
the resultant delay in obtaining decisions 
spends £20 of the builder’s money ? We are 
like the medical profession when it comes to 
forms—there is not much time left for build- 
ing. There are no restrictions, really, only 
more and more forms which if properly filled 
up overcome all difficulties in an official 
period known as “ due time.” 

The useless talk about incentives goes on 
apace. Every workman worthy of the name 
is still open to earn as much above his basic 
wage as his ability allows, or he can wangle. 
Owing to the welter of incompetence among 
the workmen, however, many of whom are 
not entitled to a Trade Union card, the work 
can cost as much again to put up and twice 
as much to put right. Among thousands 
of workmen there are only a very few who 
take a pride in their work. I know of not 
one workman who cares “‘ two hoots ” about 
rising costs. Why should he when it is 
raining ? Whois to blame for this state of affairs ? 

If the builder stood on the letter of his 
contract and demanded a complete set of 
unalterable drawings, a period of grace during 
which he could accumulate certain materials 
and earmark plant ; if he could start the job 
in March or April to suit himself (instead of 
December as mostly seems to happen) ; 
move steadily from point A to point B without 
interference from the outer world; if he 
could receive prompt and up-to-date payments 
made periodically and a final settlement 
three months after the work was completed ; 
then and only then, in my view, would it 
be possible to start bringing down building 
costs. ‘That, however, is a pipe dream, and 
everyone knows that nobody is quite so 
gullible as a building contractor, nor is anyone 
else quite so anxious to believe that at last 
he has found a person whose authority is 
such that, at a mere word, the material is 
there. This has happened many times, 
only to result in just another case of “I 
thank you for yours, and you may rest assured 
nothing will be done.” 

“ Onlooker ” does not know the half of it 
all, but there is nothing to stop him getting 
in if he thinks it is simple ! 

C. A. Rance [A.I.0.B.] 

17, Norrington-road, 

Loose, nr. Maidstone. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


11R,—We all know that output in the 
building industry to-day compares 
very unfavourably with what it was before 
the war, but many believe that the high 
cost of building is not wholly the responsi- 
bility of labour. Your correspondent, 
Mr. George T. West, in his letter on this 
subject in your last issue, puts the real 
increase in wages at about 400 per cent. of 
1939, which seems rather high, but Mr. 
L. A. Taylor, in his article (p. 420), puts 
it at 365 per cent., which is probably 
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nearer the mark. If he is correct, then the 
figure of 327 per cent. for total building 
costs shown in Mr. Venning’s graph 
(The Builder, February 22) confirms the 
impression that managerial costs are also 
far too high—an impression supported by 
the statement of Mr. Stephen Hudson, 
late President of the N.F.B.T.E., that an 
increasing number of building owners 
are carrying out building work for them- 
selves. 

While everyone talks about percentage 
increases of separate factors without 
showing how they compare in the total 
price build-up there can be little hope of a 
satisfactory end to this controversy. Mr. 
Venning could settle it if he would now 
produce charts of representative com- 
parable building jobs in 1939 and in 1952, 
showing the relationship of costs of 
materials, labour, overheads, management 
and profit. We could then see at a glance 
what the position really is. 

ONLOOKER. 


SALARIES OF CLERKS OF 
WORKS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The Institute of Clerks of Works 
are to be congratulated upon their 
letter to the Ealing Borough Council. 
My Federation welcomes this support 
on a subject we have raised several times 
in your columns. 


Obviously, no man of experience will 
be attracted by the salary offered. It isa 
condition of membership of the Associa- 
tions comprising this Federation that no 
member may accept a salary less than 
£10 10s. a week and, judging by the 
deprecatory gestures from new members 
giving this promise, even this sum is 
thought to be inadequate. Yet, somehow, 
local authorities continue to offer these 
absurd salaries and must, we believe, 
obtain someone to fill the post. Often 
it is a young man who has passed a 
written examination and is led to believe 
he has become a fully-fledged clerk of 
works. 


We ask the Institute seriously to 
consider whether they are really maintain- 
ing the status of the clerk of works by 
granting membership on a written examin- 
ation only. 

F. H. Grecory, 
Secretary, National Federation 
of Clerks of Works and Building 
Foremen’s Associations of Great 
Britain. 
60, Kerridge Court, 
Balls Pond-road, N.1. 


REGISTRATION OF CLERKS OF 
WORKS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your last issue I read with 
interest and approval Mr. W. J. 
Gibbins’ letter criticising the salary 
offered by the Ealing Council for the post 
of clerk of works. I was then amazed 
and disgusted to read a letter written by 
a Mr. R. V. Edwards on his personal 
opinion as to why clerks of works should 
not be registered. May I explain to 
Mr. Edwards that the purpose of the 
Registration Act is to protect the public 
in their spending of millions of pounds 
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every year in building projects both large 
and small. 


The clerk of works is placed on the job 
to see that the contract is carried out 
according to the wishes of the architect 
and employer. He is placed in a position 
of trust and responsibility, for which is 
required a working knowledge of all the 
various trades; knowledge only acquired 
after many years of hard work, studying 
and keeping pace with modern trends. 
It is high time that the clerk of works 
was given some status in the building 
industry and paid according to that 
status. 

Mr. Edwards does not like the title of 
“Clerk of Works”; he states it is 
“ archaic.” 'This title, which has been in 
existence since the middle of the thirteenth 
century, is one to be proud of, especially 
when one travels around the countryside 
and ponders on the wonderful edifices, 
such as our cathedrals and churches, on 
which the poor ‘despised clerk of works 
has toiled and laboured and which he has 
left behind for posterity to judge. 

I understand that the Royal Institute 
of British Architects are in favour of a 
Registration Act for clerks of works ; 
surely they are the body to judge whether 
it is necessary to ensure more than a 
“tolerable degree of competence ” before 
accepting any person for membership ? 

A. W. OLIVER 
(Clerk of Works). 

31, Beckminster-road, 

Pennfields, Wolverhampton. 


PRIVATE ENTERPRISE HOUSING 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—In his extremely interesting 
address printed in your last issue, 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie made a rather 
unwarrantable assumption when he said 
that between the wars “ over two million 
houses were built which represented the 
wishes of the great semi-detached heart 
of the smaller bourgeoisie’? (my _ italics). 
I know many people in this class of 
society who would like to live in a better 
type of house but have never been able to 
afford the increased cost inherent in an 
exclusive neighbourhood, better accom- 
modation and construction, and _ pro- 
fessional services. 

The reason for the blight of semi- 
detachment is that the speculative builder 
provided a ready-made house at a reason- 
able price, within the means of the smaller 
bourgeoisie with the aid of a long-term 
building society mortgage. Popular taste 
may not be good, but I do not believe that 
bad design is dictated by the public. 
What is offered has generally to be 
accepted. If these houses had been 
better designed they would still have sold. 

Which ‘brings me to my main point. 
What is the architectural profession doing 
to make sure that the new private enter- 
prise housing with which we are threatened 
is not a repetition of the semi-detachment 
which Sir Patrick, speaking at the archi- 
tects’ headquarters, so rightly deplores ? 
It is, of course, contrary to professional 
etiquette to offer services, but what 
pressure, if any, is being brought to bear 
on the Government to ensure that these 
houses are well sited and designed ? 
Why are no questions on this most 
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important matter being asked in Parlia- 
ment ? 

From my own regrettable and presum- 
ably irremediable semi-detachment, I 
subscribe myself 

PETIT BOURGEOIS FAUBOURIEN. 


WAGES AND INFLATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—True, there may be companies 

who have made losses over the last 

ten years, but I stick to my point. I 

said that profits are exorbitant throughout 

industry. If “throughout industry ” 

requires interpretation, it means that 
profits are high in every industry. 

The Economist reports that 2,500 com- 
panies made a profit of £1,591 million in 
1951—an average of over £630,000 a 
company, representing an increase of 
29 per cent. over the previous year. If 
these figures are not high I should like 
to know what is. 

I have no need to tell trade unionists 
(with whom I think I am far better 
acquainted than is Mr. Simmons) that 
their wage demands are caused by rising 
costs. The trade unionists know it, and 
the written evidence presented on their 
behalf mentions the fact. 

I neither like nor dislike the word 
“defence”; it is a euphemism for 
something very unpleasant, which is 
largely responsible for our economic 
distress. I emphatically do not subscribe 
to the view that increased production is 
a cure for capitalist malaise. On the 
contrary. 

H. HEUMANN, 
Statistical and Research Dept., 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives. 
Federal House, 
Clapham, S.W.4. 


ARCH AT HARLINGTON 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—If local tradition were a reliable 
guide to the age of buildings, this 
country would be rich indeed in examples 
of Saxon architecture; but to publish 
statements on no surer foundation of fact 
may be seriously misleading. 


The standard authority on Saxon 
architecture is “The Arts in Early 
England,” by G. Baldwin Brown, and if 
Mr. Leonard Summers will consult it he 
will find that the arch at Harlington is 
entirely inconsistent with Saxon technique, 
which differs fundamentally from Norman. 
Equally, any handbook on architectural 
styles would convince him beyond doubt 
that the area is of fairly late Norman 
origin. 

Ceci, CLUTTON. 

5, Great College-street, 

S.W.1. 


TRADE LITERATURE FOR N.Z. 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be permitted to make a 
request through the columns of your 
newspaper? In New Zealand we are 
engaged on a large programme of hospital 
building work, due to the steadily increas- 
ing pepulation and consequent demand 
for medical services. This requires a 
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great deal of research and collection of 
information on all aspects of hospital 
design, materials, equipment and engineer. 
ing and building services. Plastics are 
receiving our close attention at the present, 
I would be pleased to receive any 
literature from the building industry, 
merchants and manufacturers in Britain 

concerned with these matters. 
H. F. Butcuer [A.R.1.B.A] 
Architect, Department of Health, 

P.O. Box 5013, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


IRISH PETROL STATIONS 


IrIsH SHELL, LtTpD., distributors of 
petroleum products, invite architects who 
are resident or practising in the ‘Irish 
Republic or Northern Ireland, to submit 
designs in competition for petrol filling 
and service stations. 

The competition is in two sections: 
one for the design of a country service 
station, and the second for a suburban 
service station. The winner of each 
section will receive £200 prize money, 
and the runner-up £100. 

The object of the competition is the 
improvement of service station amenities 
to ensure better service to the public. 
Scale models of the winning designs will 
be exhibited in various parts of Ireland. 
Three architects, Gerald McNichol, 
Michael O’Brien and Michael Scott, will 
act as adjudicators. (This competition is 


independent of a similar competition 
organised by Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd, 
details of which were given in our issue 
of January 11.) 


U.K. PETROL STATIONS 


Tue architectural competition spon- 
sored by Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., witha 
view to improving the design of petrol 
filling and service stations throughout the 
country, has resulted in a record number 
of applications to enter a competition of 
this kind. Over 900 registered British 
architects have already lodged deposits 
in accordance with the rules of the come 
petition, which stipulate that deposits 
must be received by to-day, March 21, and 
designs submitted by April 18. 

Applications have been received from 
as far afield as Australia, Northern and 
Southern Rhodesia, Sierra Leone, the 
Gold Coast, Ceylon, Cyprus, and Den- 
mark, and among the competitors are 
six women architects, and several archi- 
tects on service with the Royal Engineers. 
The competition, which includes designs 
for stations in suburban and country 
districts and those on a main motorway, 
has the support of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and the Design 
Industries Association. 


COMPETITION OPEN 


PETROL FILLING AND SERVICE STATIONS. 
Promoted by Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd. Premiums: 
£300, £150 and several at £25. Assessors : Messts 
David du R. Aberdeen, B.A., F.R.I.B.A., AM.T.PL; 
D. A. Birchett, A.R.I.B.A.; and Frederick Gibberd, 
F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I. Conditions from Publicity Depart- 
ment, Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., Shell-Mex Howse, 
Strand, W.C.2. Closing date, April 18. Details pub- 
lished in our issue of Jan. 11, 1952. 





21 1952 


llection of 
yf hospital 
1 engineer. 
lastics are 
he present, 
ceive any 

industry, 
in Britain 


R.1.B.A\] 
of Health, 


butors of 
litects who 
the ‘Irish 
to submit 
trol filling 


sections: 
ry service 
suburban 
of each 
e money, 


ion is the 
amenities 
e public, 
ssigns will 
of Ireland, 
IcNicholl, 
Scott, will 
petition is 
mpetition 
3.P., Late 


our issue 


NS 

on spon- 
td., witha 
of petrol 
ghout the 


deposits 
the come 
deposits 
ch 21, and 


ved from 














March 21 1952 


BUILDER 





The front elevation. 


“ BADGEMORE” HENLEY-ON-THAMES 


C. BIRDWOOD WILLCOCKS, 


tare present house at Badgemore is known to be 


the fourth onthesite. The earliest of which there 
is any record was a farm-house bought about 1700 by 
Richard Jennings, the master-builder of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral who, according to Skelton’s “ Antiquities 
of Oxfordshire,”’ resided there for some years before 
his death in 1718. Mrs. Climenson in her guide 
to Henley-on-Thames, said that in 1710 Mr. Jennings 
commenced building his new house and in its con- 
struction made use of materials and scaffolding which 
had been used temporarily in the Cathedral building. 


Following Mr. Jennings’s death, Badgemore, after 
passing through several hands, was purchased by 
Mr. Joseph Grote, a banker, who was living there in 
1789. He added a dining-room and library. From 
him the house passed to his brother, Mr. George 
Grote, writer of the “‘ History of Greece.” In 1833, 
Mr. Charles Lane bought the estate and it remained 
in the Lane family until 1883, when Mr. Richard 
Ovey purchased it, and practically rebuilt the house in 
1884-85. 


In 1916 Badgemore was bought by Mr. A. A. Vlasto. 
As the house was later found to be too large, and it was 
not practicable to reduce its size satisfactorily, it was 
decided, in 1939, to pull it down and build a smaller 
house on the site. Mr. Vlasto died in 1946, and in 
1950 the property was sold to Mr. W. H. McAlpine. 


There is no trace of the first house, but a deep well, 
which was discovered when the lawn in front of the 
present house was made, may have served an early 
building. Of Mr. Jennings’s house nothing remains, 
except probably some of the garden walls, and those 
of the orangery also may be his work. An interesting 
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well-house of apparently early eighteenth-century 
date had to be removed when the present house was 
built, owing to its proximity to the new front door. 
It was offered to several museums but on account of 
its size none was able to accept it. This well-house 
consisted of a tiled roof supported on 11 posts opening 
off which was a weatherboarded and tiled annex, 
22 ft. by 6 ft. 9 in., at the end of which was the 5 ft. 4 in. 
diameter well. The open part was about 17 ft. 
square inside the supporting posts and contained a 
central 9 in. by 9 in. revolving post. This carried, 
7 ft. above the ground, a drum some 4 ft. in diameter 
and 4 ft. high round which the well rope was coiled, 
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The old house which was_demolished, 









Ground floor corridor. 


and then taken over two pulleys above the well. A 
bucket was attached to each end of the rope. Pro- 
jecting from below the drum was an arm from which 
straps were suspended. A pony, or donkey, was 
harnessed to these straps and raised the bucket in the 
well by walking round in a circle inside the enclosure. 


Of Mr. Grote’s house, the cellars and some of the 
walls of the dining-room and library may have been 
incorporated in Mr. Ovey’s house. The double- 
fronted temple in the north-east corner of the park 
was probably built during the Lanes’ occupation. 
Mr. Ovey reconstructed the front and roof of the 
orangery and built the west loggia and stable court. 


In 1939 when it was decided to demolish the exist- 
ing house and build a smaller one, it was arranged to 
do so in the kitchen yard on the north of the old 
building, so that when the latter was pulled down the 
new house would have the same south view. It was 
built within about 15 in. of the old building the 
north wall of which had to be demolished before the 
new south bay windows could be completed. 


The rebuilding commenced in July, 1939, but the 
war caused delays and the house was not completed 
until January, 1941. As the work proceeded timber 
and fittings were taken from the old building for use 
in the new house, until the former was requisitioned by 
the military authorities in November, 1940, who re- 
tained it for the use of troops until September, 1945, 
and billeted officers in the new house as soon as it was 
completed. 


To enable the new house to be occupied the kitchen 
offices of the old house, which immediately abutted 
the new house and were not required in connection 
with the military occupation of the building, were 
pulled down during November-December, 1940, but 
ooo house was not completely demolished until 


Fittings removed from the old building, which were 
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adapted and incorporated in the new house, included 
the library fireplace and bookshelves, part of the main 
staircase treads, risers, balusters and hand-rail, but 
not the newels, except the carved one at the bottom 
of the staircase, the central heating boiler and various 
doors, cupboards, door furniture and sanitary fittings, 
and so on. 


In the new house the chief living-rooms were placed 
on the south front and, in addition to the usual rooms, 
a small private kitchen was included. 


The two cloakrooms were placed on each side of the 
vestibule, which is lit through the glazed screen on the 
west side of the porch. In the hall an ingle-nook was 
required which masked the window adjoining the 
drawing-room fireplace. It was originally proposed 
that the space adjacent to the window should have a 
glazed door on the drawing-room side, and be used for 
flowers, but eventually a hinged china cupboard was 
fitted which obscured the window internally. The 
library was made a suitable size to take the old library 
fireplace and fittings. 

The kitchen offices were arranged so as to be cut 
off as much as possible from the rest of the house. 
The main service passage is axial with the gate in the 
old wall of the kitchen garden on the north side of the 
building. The service passage on the south side 
of the kitchen gives the butler access to the pantry, 
plate safe and wine-cellar without going through the 
kitchen. 


SERVANTS’ QUARTERS 


On the first floor the bedrooms are arranged en suite 
with bathrooms. The room over the vestibule, 
which is shown as a study, was arranged for alternative 
use as a bedroom. Off the first-floor service passage 
are four maids’ rooms with their own bathroom, and 
approached by a separate staircase at the north end of 
the service wing are two bedrooms anda bath room for 
menservants. On the second floor is spacious storage 
accommodation. 


Externally the house is faced with 2-in. hand-made, 
multi-coloured, dark red bricks and roofed with old 
tiles. 'The stone surrounds to the front and hall doors 
are of brown Ancaster and the loggia is constructed of 
‘* Strenic stone.” 


The floor in the vestibule was finished with ‘‘ Strenic 
stone’ paving, in the cloaks with red quarry tiles and 
in the hall, chief rooms and landings, with oak. The 
kitchen, pantry and, scullery floors were Granwood, 
and those of the chief bathrooms were laid with 
“ Poilite’’ rigid rubber tiles. Other floors were of 
reworked deal flooring from the old house, because 
new deal flooring was not available. 


The walls and ceilings throughout were finished a 
light cream colour, including the plaster vaulting in 
the corridor between the dining-room and drawing- 
room. The hall ingle-nook is faced with 1-in. hand- 
made bricks. ‘The ground-floor windows of the chief 
rooms were fitted with shutters. The central heating 
installation was chiefly by means of Vectair radiators 
placed under the windows. 


The general contractors were Messrs. Walden and 
Son (Henley), Ltd., Mr. A. W. Coman being the 
clerk of works. Messrs. Holst and Co., Ltd., de- 
signed and supplied the reinforcement for the wine- 
cellar floor, ceiling and walls, which were reinforced 
against water pressure. The central heating and 
domestic hot water supply installations were carried 
out by Messrs. J. T. Spencer and Sons, Ltd., and the 
electrical installation by Messrs. Thorpe and Thorpe, 
Ltd. The sub-contractors included : 

Facing bricks, W. W. Hall Ltd., who also supplied 
the roofing tiles for the house ; masonry, A. F. Jones ; 
flat_roofing, Engert and Rolfe, Ltd. ; flush doors, Venesta, 
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Staircase hall. 


Ltd. ; kitchen, etc., fittings, Easiwork, Ltd., and Staines 
Kitchen Equipment Co., Ltd. ; loft ladders, Loft Ladders, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, James Gibbons, Ltd., K. S. Neale 
and Walker and Wood, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Shanks and 
v4 Ltd., and Joynes, Ltd. ; heaped fires, Bratt Colbran, 
Ltd. 

Bronze and iron screen and front gates, Gardiner, Sons 


and Co., Ltd.; radiators, The Beeston Boiler Co , Ltd., and 


British Trane Co., Ltd. ; electric light fittings, Osler 
and Faraday, Ltd., and Dernier and Hamlyn, Ltd. ; fire 
hoses, etc., Merryweather and Sons, Ltd. ; water softening 
apparatus, The Permutit Co., Ltd. ; septic tank apparatus, 
Tuke and Bell, Ltd. ; glass domes, T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; 
“* Satinette ” enamel, Pinchin, Johnson and Co., Ltd. 


“ BADGEMORE,” 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 


Drawing-room. 
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Front elevation to Jameson-road. Below: Entrance detail. 


FLATS, JAMESON ROAD, BEXHILL-ON-SEA 
ERIC LYONS AND G. PAULSON TOWNSEND, F/LRIBA, ARCHITECTS 


” 


sible amount 


concrete window 
were cast in-situ. 


copper sheet. 


THIS scheme is basically the rebuilding of 

three war-destroyed houses, and a “ permis- 
was agreed with the War Damage 
Commission based upon the cost of reinstating 
the properties as previously existing. 
therefore necessary that the existing heredita- 
ments should be retained, hence the three separate 
entrances and staircases. 
has been rebuilt in the form of three flats with 
service access from the rear gardens. 


In effect, each house 


The construction generally is as follows : 

External walls, 11-in. cavity brickwork. Internal 
walls, g-in. brick and 2}-in. hollow block parti- 
tions. Floors, solid in-situ concrete, finished 1-in. 
boarding on 2-in. battens on “ Cabots” quilt. 


Internal staircases, in-situ concrete, finished with 
rubber tiles and nosings. 
concrete, laid on 3-in. foamed slag screed, finished 
in 3-ply, built-up roofing. 


Roof, solid in-situ 


Heating, hot water is supplied by back boiler 
in living-room fireplace, with electric immersion 
heater in cylinder as alternative. 
surrounds and flowerboxes 
Porch hood, in-situ concrete 
slab on steel tubular columns covered in 24 G 


Garden paving, 2-in. thick precast concrete 
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bedroom 2 


Cross section. 


Rear elevation. 
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slabs laid with 1-in. sand joints. Fireplaces, in 
2-in. facing bricks, with York stone hearths. 


Stairwells to two houses are lit by 6-ft. dia. 
glass domes. 


The main contractors were Messrs. Y. J. Lovell 
and Son, Ltd., of Gerrards Cross, and the con- 
sultant structural engineer was Mr. Z. Pick, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., A.M.Inst.S.E. Following is a 
list of principal sub-contractors : 


Facing bricks (to fireplaces), The Sussex and Dorking 
United Brick Co., Ltd. ; reinforced concrete, floors and 
roof, The Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd.; metal 
door frames, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., Birmingham ; 
E.J.M.A. windows, J. Alsford, Ltd., Eastbourne ; 
E.J.M.A. fitments, Built-in Fixtures, Ltd. ; flush doors, 
Leaderflush, Ltd., Nottingham ; staircase balustrades 
and service stairs, S. G. Day, Epsom ; sanitary fittings, 
John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; backboilers, Newton 
Chambers and Co., Ltd., Sheffield. 


Electrical installation, Braine and Parris, Eastbourne 3 
electric fires, Bratt Colbran, Ltd.; refrigerators, 
Electrolux, Ltd. ; floor insulation, Huntley and Sparks, 
Ltd. ; glass domes, R. Seddon and Sons, Ltd., St. 
Helens ; rubber flooring, The Rubbalux Co. ; iron- 
mongery, Stedall and Co., Ltd., and A. J. Binns, Ltd. ; 
paint, I.C.I., Ltd. (Paints Division), Silexine Paints, 
Ltd. ; wallpaper, John Line and Sons, Ltd.; sign- 
writing, The Lettering Centre. 


FLATS, JAMESON ROAD, BEXHILL-ON-SEA 


The hall from living-room. 





nao 


View from living-room towards hall, showing kitchen screen on left. 
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A terrace of types Fi and F2 houses at Eastcote. 


“PEOPLE’S HOUSES,” EASTCOTE 


HESE six demonstration houses 
at Eastcote were opened by 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing, on March 7. They have 


been erected by Messrs. George 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., in No-Fines 
concrete. The designs selected are 
those referred to in the Housing 
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Plans of terrace houses types Fi and Fs2. 
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Semi-detached types are on extreme left. 


Ministry Circular No. 70/51 as 
Type F1 (a three-bedroomed house 
of 882 sq. ft. for five persons) and 
Type F2 (a two-bedroomed house 
of 757 sq. ft. for four persons). The 
floor levels have been adjusted to 
suit the site conditions at Eastcote. 
Work on the houses commenced on 
January 7 last. 

On a site adjoining the four 
terraced houses is a pair of semi- 
detached houses, each having an 
area of 849 sq. ft., designed and 
erected by Wimpeys for a narrow 
frontage site to demonstrate how a 
semi - detached house, with the 
necessary 3 ft. pathway, can be fitted 
into the same plot frontage as the 
adjoining F-type house ; in other 
words, with an extra foot on the 
frontage a common 8 ft. drive 
between houses can be provided. 


The approximate cost of these 
houses, allowing for the recent rise 
in wages and materials, being built 
in lots of 100 at Eastcote is :— 
two-bedrcomed terrace end house, 
£1,320 ; three-bedroomed terrace 
intermediate house, £1,350; three- 
bedroomed semi - detached house, 
£1,330, 

We understand that the apparent 
disparity between costs is due to 
varying specifications and areas. 
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Notes from Council Minutes 
FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 

of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held 
on March 4:— 

H.M. King ‘George VI: The following 
telegram, in response to the Institute’s 
message Of condolence, was_ received: 
‘Graham Henderson, President Royal 
Institute of British Architects. Her Majesty 
has deeply appreciated your telegram of 
sympathy.—Private Secretary.” 

The Council received with appreciation a 
number of telegrams of sympathy on the 
death of his Majesty, Patron of the Royal 
Institute, from overseas architectural socie- 
ties and honorary corresponding members. 

Loyal address to H.M. the Queen: The 
Council gave authority for the inscription 
and presentation to Her Majesty the Queen 
of the following loyal address :— 


THe LoYAL AND RESPECTFUL ADDRESS OF 

THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 

to HeR Most Gracious MAJESTY QUEEN 
ELIZABETH II. 

To Her Most Excellent Majesty Elizabeth 
the Second, by the Grace of God, Queen of 
this Realm and of all Her other Realms 
and Territories, Head of the Commonwealth, 
Defender of the Faith. 

May it please your Majesty: 

We, Your dutiful subjects the President 
and Council, on behalf of the Members of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, and 
of the Societies both in the United Kingdom 
and in the Commonwealth and Colonies 
beyond the Seas in alliance therewith, beg 
leave loyally and respectfully to approach 
Your Majesty, and to offer our deep and 
heartfelt Sympathy, in the Loss which Your 
Majesty, the Members of the Royal Family 
and the Nation have sustained by the Death 
of Your Royal Father, our late Most 
Gracious Sovereign King George VI. His 
revered Majesty encouraged with his Royal 
and generous Patronage the Art that is so 
dear to us, and we mourn with deepest 
sorrow, not only our beloved Ruler, but 
also the gracious and beneficent Patron of 
the Royal Institute. We most. respectfully 
and dutifully tender to Your Majesty our 
sincere devotion and loyalty on your acces- 
sion to the Throne, and earnestly pray that 
the Almighty will grant Your Majesty a 
long, happy and glorious Reign during 
which the Nation may prosper, the Arts 
flourish and Your Peoples enjoy all the 
blessings of Peace.” 

RIB.A. Representatives on B.S.1. Com- 
mittees: (i) PLC/9, PoLYTHENE TUBING— 
H. E. D. Adamson (A) in place of R. 
Cotterell Butler (A), appointed by the Coun- 
cil on January 8, but unable to accept. 

(ii) STB/6: ExFoLIATED VERMICULITE— 
George Fairweather (F). 

(iii) DRAFTING PANEL FOR GLOSSARY OF 
TerMs Usep FoR NATURAL STONE—Michael 
Farey (A) and J. C. Eastwick-Field (A). 

Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment Housing Medals, 1952: In response 
to the invitation of the Minister, the follow- 
ing_ were nominated for appointment as 
chairmen of Regional Awards Committees : — 


Region No. 1—Northern: T. J. Cahill. 


Region No. 2—E. and W. Ridings: 
R. A. H. Livett. , 


Region No. 
Cartwright. 


Region No. 4—Eastern: Peter B. Dunham. 


3—N. Midland: T. N. 
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Region No. 5—London: A. W. Kenyon. 
Region No. 6—Southern: A. E. Geens. 


Region No. 7—South-Western: Lieut.- 
Col. Eric Cole. 


Region No. 8—Wales: T. Alwyn Lloyd. 
Region No. 9—Midland: D. E. E. Gibson. 


Region No. 10—North-Western: W. Cecil 
Young. 

Region No. 11—South-Eastern: 
Culpin. 

In addition, the following were nominated 
as architect members of the London Regional 
Awards Committee:—Edward Armstrong 
(F), J. F. Howes (F) and C. H. James, 
R.A., (F). 

The Honorary Corresponding Member- 
ship: The Council invited the following to 
accept nomination for election as honorary 
corresponding members:—M. John Antoni- 
ades, Greece; and Don Jose-Maria Muguruza 
and Senor Secundino Zuazo, Spain. 

John Francis Bentley: The Council gave 
authority for an inscription to be carved on 
the wall adjoining the panel of names of 
Royal Gold Medallists, recording the fact 
that John Francis Bentley was recommended 
as Royal Gold Medallist in 1902, but died 
before the recommendation could receive 
the assent of the general body of members 
and be submitted to the King. Inquiries 
were made from the Royal Household at 
the time, but the decision was given that 
the medal could not be awarded post- 
humously, and it was then awarded to 
Thomas Edward Collcutt instead. The 
Council considered that the 50th anniversary 
of John Francis Bentley’s death provided 
a suitable opportunity of making a perma- 
nent record of these facts. 

Proposed Exhibition of Brazilian Archi- 
tecture: At their meeting on October 9, 
1951, the Council approved a recommenda- 
tion of the Public Relations Committee that 
an exhibition of Brazilian Architecture 
should be held at the Institute. It has not 
proved possible to complete arrangements 
for this exhibition and it will not now be 
held. 


Studentship Bequest 

Bequest to the Institute : The Council were 
informed that under the will of the late 
Miss Rose Shipman a bequest is made to the 
Institute to found a travelling studentship 
to be called the Rose Shipman Studentship, 
for such purposes as the Institute may 
decide. The estate consists of a house with 
furniture, fittings, etc., some of which have 
been bequeathed specifically to the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. 

Regulations for Architectural Competi- 
tions: The Council approved a number of 
amendments to the regulations governing the 
promotion and conduct of architectural 
competitions and to the model form of con- 
ditions. These amendments were principally 
in regard to matters of drafting and were 
designed to qualify the meaning of the word 
“architect” where used in the regulations 
and model form of conditions. The regula- 
tions and model form are being reprinted. 

Fees for Assessors : The Council approved 
an amendment to the R.I.B.A. scale of 
charges for assessing competitions in connec- 
tion with higher cost projects. The scale 
charge is 25 guineas, plus one-fifth of one 
per cent. upon the estimated cost of the 
proposed building. This scale remains in 
force for schemes costing up to £1,000,000, 
but is reduced to one-tenth of one per cent 
on any amount in excess of £1,000,000. 


C.- E. 
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BUILDING LICENSING 


Prerequisites for Freedom from Control 


HE Minister of Works, Mr. Davip 
Ecc.es, M.P., speaking at a dinner of 
the Wiltshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, at Chippenham, on March 14, 
said that the system of building licences was 
a means to ration all those who wanted to 
build. During the war it had been abso- 
lutely necessary because almost all the re- 
duced resources of the building industry had 
to be used on Government work. There 
was no dispute that it was necessary just 
after the war to make good bomb damage. 
These repairs had now been completed but 
there was still much rebuilding to be done 
in blitzed cities. 

“People are beginning to ask whether the 
licensing system could now be removed,” 
said Mr. Eccles. “It is always right to re- 
examine this question because men so easily 
become accustomed to controls and after a 
time forget what freedom was like. Indeed, 
the whole system of building licensing does 
more than slow up work; it puts temptations 
in our way and has strained human nature; 
it means that the Ministry has to employ 
building policemen in the form of licensing 
officers and inspectors. In short, while 
licences may be essential for Government 
policy, they are without doubt bad for the 
citizens’ character. It is therefore a good 
thing constantly to study the possibilities of 
easing or removing these controls. 

“The last Government had to continue 
this method of rationing building because 
they were always trying to do too much at 
the same time. . . . It was this lack of finan- 
cial discipline that made the total, year in 
year out, larger than the country could pay. 
Two inevitable results followed. First, 
inflation. Second, the continuance of 
licensing which was an attempt to undo the 
harm done by making too great demands 
on the building industry. 

“This refusal to live within the resources 
of the country had, I am sure, a very bad 
effect on the productivity of the building 
industry. We have witnessed the curious 
paradox that there has been, and is now, 
more work ahead of the building industry 
than ever before in history, and yet at the 
same time builders complain as never before 
of lack of continuity of jobs, and we can see 
that this complaint is justified by the slow 
rate of building compared with pre-war. 

“You would think that when the industry 
knows there is such a «vast accumula- 
tion of work ahead it would build at record 
speeds. But in fact the reverse happens, and 
why? A major reason has been the licensing 
system which has meant that no builder went 
bankrupt, but at the same time no builder 
could go flat out because he never knew in 
time—in time is the point—when his next 
job would be licensed. Further, he had ,con- 
tinual uncertainties about the supply of 
materials, many of which were themselves 
due to controls of one kind or another.” 


When Licensing Can Go 


If they agreed about the hampering effect 
of these controls, then steps must be taken 
both to reduce the Government’s demand on 
the industry and to get rid of the inflation 
in the private sector of the industry. When 
that was done we should come to the time 
when licensing could go. 

We were now moving in the right direction. 
Taking first building on Government 
account; here we had a temporary demand 
from the defence programme. The new 
Government had found great opportunities 
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to make econcmies in the work for defence 
which the Socialists had put down on paper 
as essential. But in spite of this much essen- 
tial work remained to be done for the armed 
Services, and on civil account they must press 
on with power stations, building for coal and 
steel, factories and, of course, homes for the 
people. “Our plan is therefore a stiff 
budget and increases in the interest rate to 
reduce some of the demands from private 
building owners,” the speaker declared. 
“You will get a benefit from the high rate 
of money which I know is a matter of great 
concern to the building industry. It will, 
though it makes things more expensive and 
difficult, bring nearer the time when I can 
remove licensing. 

“ Our plan is to keep building on Govern- 
ment account to a figure which we know the 
industry can do and, as it were, to transfer 
housing into the sector which does not have 
a fixed ceiling and is not therefore kept down 
by Government controls. When we have 
done what the Government must get done 
on military and civil work, then the amount 
of houses that you build will depend on the 
resources that you find available and the use 
you make of them. This is really a-challenge 
to the power.of the industry to expand, and 
I do not doubt from what I have seen already 
that you are going to meet it with some 
records in output.” 


BOOKS 


HILL’s CoMPLETE LAw oF Housinc (Second 
Cumulative Supplement to the Fourth 
Edition). By D. P. Kerrigan, B.L.(Edin.), 
and R. G. C. Davison, LL.B., Barristers- 
at-Law. London: Butterworth and Co. 
(Publishers), Ltd., and Shaw and Sons, 
Ltd.) Price 30s. net. 

THE FOURTH EDITION of the main work 
stated the law as it existed on December 1, 
1946, and the present supplement incor- 
porates changes taking place between that 
date and June 30, 1951. 

The first part—in the form of a “ noter- 
up ’—shows how these changes, whether 
judicial or legislative, affect the law as stated 
in the main work and the second part deals 
with the relevant statutes, subordinate legis- 
lation and Ministry circulars. 

The material provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, relating to 
compulsory acquisition and the new basis of 
assessing compensation and the whole of the 
Lands Tribunal Act, 1949, and the Housing 
Act, 1949, are set out with full annotations. 
The subordinate legislation includes the 
Compulsory Purchase of Land Regulations, 
1949, and extra¢ts from the Lands Tribunal 
Rules, 1949. The Ministry circulars, which 
appear at the end of the supplement, were 
prepared for the guidance of local authori- 
ties and others as to the operation of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, and 
the Housing Act, 1949, and will be found 
to be of great practical assistance. 

As a result of the untimely death of Mr. 
Hill, this is the first supplement to the main 
work with which he has not been associated. 
His _ colleagues, Mr. Kerrigan and Mr. 
Davison, are to be congratulated on main- 
taining the high standard set by the original 
author. G. A. 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING TEXTBOOK. 
Edited by A.P.P.R. (London: The Archi- 
tectural Press.) Price 42s. net. 

THIS BOOK, though particularly designed 
to meet the needs of those studying for the 
examinations of the Town Planning Institute, 
in fact has a very much wider appeal. It 
consists of six main sections—Geography, 





THE BUILDER 

























































Planning Survey, Social Survey, Transport, 
Industry and Power, Law and Economics— 
each made up of articles on a particular 
aspect by a specialist in the subject. In this 
way a comprehensive picture of all the mani- 
fold considerations affecting the siting of 
buildings, from the geological structure and 
the climate of Britain to the needs of the 
retail trade and the schools, is built up. 

Most of the articles are easy to read and 
understand even by a person with no special 
knowledge or training, and the book contains 
many helpful and interesting illustrations, 
diagrams and maps. It also contains a use- 
ful list of further reading on each subject 
for the seeker after more detailed informa- 
tion on any particular subject, be it burial 
or air transport. In fact, after a first reading 
to obtain the general view of the planner’s 
job, this book should be retained as a most 
useful source of facts or as a guide to other 
sources. 

The book’s effect on the reader is to 
impress upon him the extraordinary inter- 
relation of so many activities, whether con- 
cerned with the use of land or with social 
behaviour, and to show how vitally important 
it is that any decision affecting these things 
should be most carefully considered not only 
in regard to its immediate result but in the 
widest possible ‘context both of space and 
time. 

In conclusion, throughout most of the 
articles there is a proper realisation that plan- 
ning must be related to human beings and 
that the ultimate aim of the planner is not 
the plan itself but the well-being and con- 
venience of the individuals living under it. 


J2BSF. 


TIMBER BUILDING IN ENGLAND. By F. H. 
Crossley. Pp. 168, illustrated. Published 
by B. T. Batsford Ltd., London. Price 30s. 


Mr. Crossley begins his preface with the 
statement that “the story of the carpenter 
and his work in Britain .. . has never been 
considered as a whole, nor has his impor- 
tance in the evolution of the architecture of 
our islands been estimated and considered.” 
That is true, and most remarkable in view 
of the enormous output of books on our 
national architecture. 

There are many volumes dealing with 
specific aspects of building in wood—Mr. 
Crossley himself has written one—and there 
are Others dealing with regional architecture 
where timber was largely employed. In that 
connection, it is strange that he, a Cheshire 
man and proud of it, has not mentioned, 
in his bibliography, Parkinson and Ould’s 
work on the old houses of Shropshire, Here- 
fordshire and Cheshire published by Batsford 
many years ago. That was, however, a small 
book compared with Mr. Crossley’s very 
learned and detailed treatment of a much 
wider subject, and his great antiquarian 
knowledge has furnished us with a mine of 
valuable information culled from original 
documents and accompanied by a discursive 
outline of social history to put the technical 
facts in their proper setting. 

He traces the story from the primitive 
remains at “ Woodhenge” to the time of 
Wren, thereby excluding one of the most 
notable timber structures in Britain, the huge 
“City Mills” at Canterbury, burnt down 
some years ago. ~ 

His book does not provide easy reading, 
and a second edition would be improved by 
a careful revision of the text and index. 
It has a bias in favour ef the rather florid 
type of half-timbering found in -Cheshire 
and the West Midlands, though he admits 
that “the elaborate magpie ornament in the 
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north is often redundant, suggesting a lack 
of restraint and a less refined design.” 

Many readers will consider that the most 
beautiful house illustrated is the relatively 
austere Ashleworth Vicarage, where * magpie 
ornament” is conspicuously lacking, and 
more examples from South-East England 
might have been included with advantage, 

Mr. Crossley has elected to treat his sub- 
ject by types of building rather than by 
chronological sequence, devoting half his 
space to “ecclesiastical” buildings, jnclu- 
ding vicarages, and then dealing with secular 
buildings, among them forts and castles, 
bridges, mills and houses. Thus one comes 
upon Neolithic dwellings at half-way, and 
there is a good deal of overlap, e.g, in 
describing roofs. He remarks that “ there 
never was a chasm between religious build- 
ing in medieval times.” A lover of fine 
craftsmanship, he frequently expresses his 
hatred of everything modern, machine-made 
and cheap. He speaks of “the virus of the 
Renaissance,” and evidently dislikes the 
work of “an-architect named Butterfield.” 
This display of prejudice is mitigated by 
his invention of the delightful word “ pre- 
fabricist.” 

Erudite and comprehensive as the book 
is, certain omissions may be noted. There 
is no mention of “ Hertfordshire spikes,” of 
the Carpenters’ Company, of Wren’s famous 
pendulum in Chichester spire, or of the Rows 
at Chester (illustrated), and very little about 
staircases or timber partitions. Paycocke’s 
House should be transferred from the 
“Epilogue” to the chapter on _ timber 
houses. The bombed Guildhall at York 
surely never had timber “piers” of six 
yards girth: presumably this should be six 
feet. Ford’s Hospital at Coventry is labelled 
“destroyed by bombing” on the frontis- 
piece, but described as “extant” later in 
the text. There are too many such slips, 
but the book as ‘a whole is a welcome and 
useful addition to architectural literature, 
and contains over 200 fine illustrations, of 
which a fifth are the product of the author's 
own camera, among them two specially 
attractive photographs of timber details. 

M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY ADVANCES. By 
A. E. Bridgwood and T. R. Bridgwood. (Lon- 
don: George Newnes, Ltd.) Price 25s. 

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION, 1951. (London: 
Councils and Education Press, Ltd.) Price 
10s. 6d. 

THE PuBLic UTILITIES STREET Works ACT, 
1950. By H. Marnham and W. O. Rouston. 
(London: Charles Knight and Co., Ltd) 
Price 25s. 

THE AMERICAN House To-pay. By K. M. 
Ford and T. H. Creighton. (London: Chap- 
man and Hall.) Price 64s. 

ALUMINIUM IN BuiLpinG. (Northern Alu- 
minium Co., Ltd., Banbury.) Copies free on 
request by members of the architectural and 
building professions. 

THE CINQUE Ports. By R. F. and F. W. 
Jessup. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd) 
Price 9s. 6d. ne 

Tue Face oF Utster. By Denis OD. 
Hanna. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 15s. ; 

BEDFORD BY THE RIVER. A Town Planning 
Report by the Max Lock Group. (London: 
John: Murray.) Price 21s. ; 

SPINDLE Moupinc. By A. H. Haycock: 
(Surrey: The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 
10s. 6d. 

PAINT AND VARNISH PRODUCTION MANUAL. 
By Bidlack and Fasig. (London: Chapman 
and Hall.) Price 52s. 
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THE BUILDER 


FINANCING THE NEW HOUSES 


Builders’ Difficulties Under Present-day Conditions 
By JAMES DANDY 


INCE the end of the war, builders 
S have had two besetting problems, 
politics and money. For some reason, a 
large part of our population believes that 
it has a Divine Right to cheap housing, 
irrespective of building wages and output. 
As potential tenants preponderate, the 
would-be purchaser stands at the end of 
the queue. First things come first in 
politics, especially when votes are involved, 
and in some eyes no doubt the ideal 
would be to house the entire population 
in identical houses, in one vast and 
sprawling housing estate. Pursued to 
absurdity, none of them would pay rates, 
and all the rents would be subsidised. 
There would be all the more money for 
the frills of life, but nobody has yet 
explained who would pay the rates and 
subsidies. 

The obsession with class politics has 
ensured that no private builder can build 
for letting without risk to his solvency 
and has driven house-building into the 
hands of the local authorities. In many 
places even the one to four ratio was not 
attained. It is recognised that in house- 
building the cost of the individual house 
falls as the number built on one site in- 
creases. We have thus seen elaborate 
and costly council estates springing up and, 
here and there, odd houses built 
uneconomically on limited ground space, 
at restricted prices, high cost and small 
profit margins. 


The connection between politics and 
money emerges at this stage. The large 
schemes have tended to become the 
preserves of the large builders, and many 
of the big concerns are chary of accepting 
contracts. Rigid standards of specifica- 
tion and inspection, and the bureaucratic 
methods of payment, may mean that 
builders are kept waiting for months, 
or even longer, for their money. ‘“‘ Plan- 
ning” causes delayed deliveries of 
materials, and contracts generally tend 
to drag on beyond the completion date. 
The workmen are doing less work in a 
week, and materials are rising in price 
almost between one delivery and the next. 
The effect is to add not only to the cost 
of the schemes, but to the capital resources 
needed to carry them through. Manage- 
ment of the highest ability and resource 
is also needed, not only to ensure the 
proper deployment of labour, but to see 
that money is there at the right time. 


Immediately after the war, many small 
firms attempted corporation contracts 
without knowledge of post-war condi- 
tions, and burnt their fingers badly. 
Those who survived financially are largely 
employed on repair and maintenance and 
conversions, or on building an occasional 
house now and then when licences are 
issued. To the small man, the 10 per 
cent. retentions exacted by the local 
authorities are almost prohibitive. They 
absorb his capital and lock up his profits. 
Even the big concerns find them a serious 
problem. 


There are no statistics available of the 
extent to which large housing contracts 
are financed by borrowing, but the 
numbers of registrations against limited 
companies are a pointer to the widespread 
borrowing by such companies against 
assignments of money payable under their 
contracts. ‘This applies to contracts both 
with local authorities and with Govern- 
ment departments. It may be assumed 
that many firms and one-man businesses 
are doing the same. How far such borrow- 
ing from the banks is compatible with 
Mr. Butler’s directive on the limitation 
of bank lending remains to be seen. 
Presumably it may be regarded as in the 
national interest, and will be restricted 
only by normal banking prudence. Profit 
margins are so small that they leave little 
scope for risk, and finance programmes 
can easily be thrown out of gear, even by 
a spell of wet weather. It must therefore 
be expected that banking prudence will 
be much in evidence in such arrange- 
ments. 


If building for the new council estates 
is to be extended and accelerated, there 
is obviously room for more elasticity in 
payment. Practice varies in different 
places. Some councils even refuse to 
recognise assignments of contract moneys. 
Others will pay round sums in anticipa- 
tion of the detailed survey. It is very 
desirable that no contractor should refrain 
from tendering, or reduce the number of 
houses for which he tenders, merely 
because of uncertainty of payment. 
Monthly payment should become pay- 
ment within the month. As it is, the 
need for compiling accounts, survey, 
passing for payment by officials and 
finally by finance committees, may mean 
a gap of two months, if not longer, be- 
tween laying a brick and being paid for it. 


BUILDING FOR SALE 


Mr. Macmillan is showing a welcome 
and, in these days, unusual tolerance 
towards what used to be called the specu- 
lative builder. ‘To-day, the term may be 
regarded as slightly offensive, but up to 
1939 such men were building not only for 
sale but for letting, and at such a rate 
that they were competing for tenants. 
Rent restrictions, high costs, and competi- 
tion among purchasers will probably 
prevent private owners building for letting, 
even as an outlet for their own capital, 
for some years to come. 


It is to be expected, therefore, that the 
building industry may be divided, as it is 
now, between Government work, council 
estates, other contracts, houses for sale, 
and repairs and conversions. ‘The differ- 
ence will lie in the proportion of Govern- 
ment work and other contracts, both of 
which will be declining as restrictions on 
capital expenditure are pressed home. 
Possibly, also, the jobbing builder may 
once more be attracted to house-building 
on a small scale. 


Whilst those builders who own land 
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will be glad to use some of it at last, and 
although some of it will be free from 
development charges, the effect of the 
Town and Country Planning Act is to clog 
free enterprise building at all stages. 
Shorn of its trimmings, the Act is, in 
effect, a tax on house-building which may 
be £100 or more on a house. It is an 
extra cost which is borne by the buyer. 
In this “equalitarian” society, it is 
always the consumer who pays. 

Until recently, it was no longer enough 
for a builder to start building, say, 20 
houses on his own land. He had to have 
20 plots in which 20 people had acquired 
an interest so as to get 20 licences, before 
he could build them. However now that 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has decided that block 
licences for groups of houses may be 
issued to builders by local authorities the 
situation may be expected to improve 
in this respect. But while the barriers to 
development comprising the planning and 
licensing system can be surmounted by 
patience and ingenuity, the financial 
problem is not as easy. Often it brings 
home to the builder his schoolday lesson 
that five into three won’t go. 


LENDING BY STAGES 


The pre-war system of stage advances 
by banks and building societies was easy 
and convenient. It involved periodical 
inspections and advances, usually of 
two-thirds of the cost, at each stage in 
building. There was an agreed figure 
for reduction on sale so as to repay the 
loan secured by each house as it was sold. 
The remaining third was the builder’s 
own money—or that of his trade creditors 
—and was augmented by his profit on 
each house. It was then possible to build 
a good house for sale at £650, costing 
about £600. ‘To-day, the relative figures 
are roughly three times as much, so that 
the builder has to use three times as much 
of his own money. On 20 houses, the 
figures involved would be approximately : 


Pre-war. To-day. 


--- £4,000 £12,000 
--- £8,000 £24,000 


Own capital 
Borrowed money 





Total cost --- £12,000 £36,000 


The builder’s capital is unlikely to have 
increased in such a ratio unless he has 
been able to sell with vacant possession, 
at post-war prices, 20 unsold pre-war 
houses. Even so, the tax-collector will 
have reduced the residue. He is thus 
thrown back upon the bank or building 
society for a greater proportion of the costs, 
to the detriment of his liquid position. 
Fortunately, he has an assured sale for 
every house, which will relieve his own 
anxieties and those of his lenders. How 
far this will enable the banks to take a 
more helpful view of their customers’ 
liquid position, and of the proportion 
which they will lend, must be open to 
question, even assuming that lending 
policy is allowed to include such borrow- 
ing. We have probably not yet seen the 
end of official “‘ guidance.” 


The problem of finance is not entirely 
solved when the builder has borrowed 
his money and built his houses. There 
remain the purchasers, the greater part 
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of them relying upon building society 
mortgages. Their problem is not only 
one of finding their repayments at present- 
day levels, but of arranging their own 
loans. Building societies are becoming 
increasingly cautious lenders, and they 
rightly attach much importance to the 
ratio of repayments to the borrower’s 
income. 


Overshadowing all is the increasing 
stringency of lending as a matter of public 
policy. We have a long way to go before 
we can rent or build houses where and 
when we choose, and it is difficult to 
foresee the time when it will be possible 
to build houses and let them on borrowed 
money. The problem of borrowing 
enough to build them for sale is already 
acute enough. 


REGIONAL HOUSING BOARDS 
Northern Region 

Tue Housing Production Board for the 
Northern Region of England, comprising 
the counties of Cumberland, Durham, 
Northumberland, Westmorland and_ the 
North Riding of Yorkshire, has now been 
set up. Its headquarters will be in New- 
castle-on-Tyne, and the independent chair- 
man is Sir Lawrence Edwards, O.B.E., D.L., 
J.P. Representatives of the building trades 
employers are Mr. Stephen Hudson and Mr. 
Harry Kindred; and representatives of the 
. operatives are Mr. R. T. Weston and Mr. G. 
Steele. Mr. J. Catlow, Principal Regional 
Officer, will represent the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government; and Mr. H. F. 
Jones, the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service. Mr. A. W. J. Scoble, Regional 


Director, M.o.W., is also a member. 


Southern Region 


Tue Housing Production Board for the 
Southern Region of England, comprising the 
counties of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Dorset, Hampshire and Oxfordshire, has now 
been set up. Its headquarters will be in 
Reading, and the independent chairman is 
Col. the Rt. Hon. Sir Reginald Dorman- 
Smith, G.B.E. Representatives of the build- 
ing trades employers are Mr. S. R. Wool- 
cock, M.ILO.B., and Mr. L. A. Walden, 
M.1.0.B.; and representatives of the opera- 
tives are Mr. J. A. Dunne and Mr. J. W. 
Higgs. Major-General N. A. Coxwell- 
Rogers, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., will represent 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment; and Mr. H. S. Gosney, C.B.E., 
the Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
Major-General G. L. S. Hawkins, C.B., M.C., 
M.o.W., is also a member. 


North Midlands Region 


Tue Housing Production Board for the 
North Midlands, comprising the counties of 
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northampton- 
shire, Nottinghamshire, Rutland and part of 
Derbyshire, has now been set up. Its head- 
quarters will be in Nottingham, and the 
independent chairman is Mr. L. G. Clugston. 
Representatives of the building trades em- 
ployers are Mr. A. Mason and Mr. J. A. 
Tomlinson; and _ representatives of the 
operatives are Councillor J. J. Grogan, J.P., 
and Councillor W. G. Rodgers. Mr. P. St. B. 
Sydenham, C.B.E., will represent the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government; 
and Mr. G. E. Ball, O.B.E., the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service. Mr. W. T. 
Lewis will represent the Ministry of Works. 
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R.A. DIPLOMA GALLERY 


Exhibition of Da Vinci’s Work 


FTER being closed since 1939, the 
Diploma Gallery was reopened on 
March 6 with an exhibition to commem- 
orate the 500th centenary of the birth 
of Leonardo da Vinci. Two hundred and 
fifty original drawings of his come from the 
Royal Collection at Windsor, others 
from the Ashmolean Museum; Christ 
Church, Oxford; and other sources. 
Leonardo’s work as scientist is also fully 
represented. 

In the past this pleasant and interesting 
gallery was very sparsely attended except 
by courting couples, why, it is difficult to 
say considering the many works displayed 
of past and present Academicians, painters, 
architects and sculptors, many of whom 
have become world-famous and others 
forgotten, but all interesting to dwell on 
and study. To-day these works have 
disappeared to make room for the present 
exhibition, after which we hope to see 
them reinstated. 

Leonardo da Vinci was born in the 
Tuscan village of Vinci in 1452. The 
exhibition is divided into three parts ; 
in the south and west rooms is the main 
collection of the authentic drawings from 
his own hand; the north room contains 
a group of paintings not by Leonardo’s 
brush but which have been included 
because all appear to have been based on 
his designs; the east room contains his 
scientific works. One can do little more 
than draw attention to the work of this 
superlative genius and admire his masterly 
treatment of whatever subject he took in 
hand, subjects which include painting, 
architecture, sculpture and scientific prob- 
lems. The drawings are without equal, 
some little larger than a postage stamp 
yet full of detail and accurate ; every one 
is a work of art in its rendering, and 
mannerisms do not submerge the subject. 
Note his studies of horses, his children, 
animals, his figures for various com- 
positions and drapery, also his painstaking 
studies of plant life. 

It is generally acknowledged that art 
and science do not mix, yet in da Vinci’s 
case they did; if proof is necessary one 
need only study his many mechanical and 
scientific inventions and then look at his 
masterpieces—the painting ‘“‘ Mona Lisa,” 
and his ‘‘ The Last Supper” No. 253, 
lent by the Royal Academy, to mention 
but two subjects. Architecture and Ana- 
tomy also claimed his attention, both 
subjects being dealt with very fully. 
Unique is the design for an N-type girder 
bridge (No. 417), said to be the earliest 
known illustration of a bridge of this 
construction. ‘The astonishing versatility 
and fertile imagination of Leonardo are 
astounding. -Town planning he also 
schemed, No. 383, “‘ Section of a Town at 
Two Levels,” being an example on view. 
Here he proposed to have two systems 
of streets, the upper for the use of gentle- 
folk and to be closed to traffic, the lower 
streets to be used for carts ; a system of 
sewers ran under the upper street. He 
said “‘ Let the street be as wide as the 
universal height of the houses”; how 
advanced were his ideas. It is not 
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possible to deal here in any great detaij 
with the multiplicity of subjects which 
according to the very excellent catalogue 
number 426. : 


The exhibition is open daily from 
10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Sundays, 2 p.m. to 
5.30 p.m. Admission, 2s. 6d. W.].W 


HOUSING MANAGEMENT 


New Circular to Local Authorities 


To assist in the solution of the housing 
problem by making the best use of 
houses already built, the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government has sent a 
circular (No. 24/52, dated February 26) to 
lecal authorities on the subject of housing 
management, with particular reference to 
the exchange of tenancies and the taking 
in of lodgers. The circular continues:— 

The greater variety in the types of 
houses now being provided will make it 
easier to let houses as they are completed 
in such a way as both to fit the needs of 
the tenants and to avoid any waste of 
accommodation. 

Many authorities have found, on a re- 
view of their existing houses, that the needs 
of both large and small families can be met 
by encouraging and facilitating arrange- 
ments either for the exchange of tenancies 
or for the transfer to smaller houses of 
families who are now occupying houses 
larger than they require. It has sometimes 
been found possible to advance these objects 
by arrangments between the authority and 
private landlords. 

It will often happen that tenants with 
some spare accommodation with to stay 
where they are, but are ready to take ina 
lodger, and that people in need of lodgings 
cannot find them. Arrangements designed 
to bring the two parties together would be 
of advantage to both, and would be of 
special value to industry as well as to 
housing in districts into which labour is 
being imported for work of national 
importance. 

The Minister trusts that, wherever such 
arrangements can be made without over- 
crowding, the authority will deal sym- 
pathetically with tenants’ applications for 
consent and otherwise encourage the bring- 
ing of spare accommodation into use. 

Suggestions on the exchange and transfer 
of tenancies, and on the accommodation of 
lodgers, were made in the two reports of 
the Housing Management Sub-Committee of 
the Central Housing Advisory Committee 
published in 1945 and 1949 and con- 
mended to local authorities by circulars 
176/45 and 31/49. 

The application of the recommendations 
must be a matter for each authority in the 
light of local conditions. Experience shows, 
however, that the extent to which advant- 
age has been taken of them has varied 
more than seems likely to be due merely 
to differences in local conditions, and the 
Minister would again remind local authori 
ties that, as he recently pointed out in 
circular 8/52, the acceptance of the recom- 
mendations would not prejudice other 
applicants on their lists. ? 

In view of the help which can be given 
to many families and individuals in need of 
homes by careful attention to these possibili- 
ties, the Minister has no doubt that each 
authority will keep these questions under 
careful review, and that they will ensure 
by periodical reports that the fullest poss- 
ible advantage is secured wherever appro 
priate by the adoption of these suggestions. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION 


Eightieth Ordinary Council Meeting 

HE Professional Purposes Committee of 

the Architects’ Registration Council, 
at the Council’s eightieth ordinary meeting 
on March 14, reported that they had con- 
sidered a report in the Press of a scheme 
in which a public housing authority had 
commissioned four or five young architects 
to design houses for sale. The Committee 
were informed that the architects concerned 
had disposed of the copyright in designs to 
the housing authority, but would be paid 
one-third of scale fees by any building 
owner who desired that the architect should 
supervise the building of his houses. The 
Committee felt that this unusual arrange- 
ment contained undesirable elements and 
they reported that they would like to con- 
sider the matter further. 

The report of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee stated that up to Feb- 
quary 22 last, 77 per cent. of the retention 
fees due had been paid, compared with 78 
per cent. for the same period in 1951. 

In accordance with the Council’s instruc- 
tions of October 12 last, the Committee re- 
ported that the names of 21 architects resi- 
dent overseas were removed from the 
Register on January 24 for non-payment of 
their 1951 retention fees. 

During 1951, 1,062 names were added to 
the Register, 101 names were restored to the 
Register, and 523 names were removed from 
the Register owing to deaths, resignations 
and other causes, leaving 17,072 names on 
the Register on December 31 last. 

The Council approved the admittance of 
247 applicants to the Register, 244 of whom 
qualified by examination under section 6 (c) 
of the Principal Act and the remaining three 
under section 6 (1) (d) of the Principal Act, 
and under Regulation 26 (4)—architects 
resigned seeking readmission. 

As a result of a successful appeal in the 
High Court of Justice against the decision 
of the Registration Council to remove him 
from the Register, Mr. E. A. Burne was 
restored to the Register. 

The Council recorded its sincere thanks 
to Major G. B. J. Athoe for his 20 years’ 
service from 1932-52 as a member of the 
Council, and expressed its appreciation of 
his help in its work for the profession. 

At the twentieth annual meeting that fol- 
lowed, Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews was re- 
elected chairman and Mr. Denis Poulton was 
re-elected vice-chairman. The constitution 
of the Council for 1952-53 will be:, 

Twenty-two members appointed by the Council of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects Harold Anderson, 
J. T. Castle, L. A. Chackett, Anthony M. Chitty, H. 
Conolly, Kenneth M. B. Cross, A. G. Sheppard Fidler, 
R. 0. Foster, P. G. Freeman, P. K. Hanton, J. E. K. 
Harrison, Cecil Kennard, *Howard V. Lobb, E. D. 
Lyons, E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, S. W. Milburn, T. E. 
North, Denis Poulton, A. L. Roberts, *W. A. Rutter, 
H.G. C. Spencely, R. H. Uren. 

Three members appointed by the Council of the Incor- 
porated Association of Architects and Surveyors.— 
‘IL. G. Foster, A. P. Lambert, *A. O. Marshall. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Faculty of 
Architects and Surveyors—H. H. Murray. 

Three members appointed by the Council of the Architec- 
tural Association (London).—J. M. Austin-Smith, *J. 
Brandon-Jones, *D. Clarke-Hall. 

Two members appointed by the Council of the Association 
ins Technicians.—Harry Moncrieff, H. J. E 


Two members appointed by the Councils of Provincial 
Associations.—A. E. Geens, A. Newton Thorpe. 

Six members elected by “ Unattached” Architects.— 
Vincent Burr, E. W. Chapman, G. W. Jackson, J. H. 
Melville Richards, W. H. Scanlan, H. E. G. Stripp. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Royal 
Society of Ulster Architects.—J. D. McCutcheon. 
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One ber appoi 
F. Bray. 

One ber appointed by the Minist 
Local Government.—G. J. M. Gray. 

One member appointed by the Minister of Works.— 
G. Ford. 

One member appointed by the Department of Health for 
Scotland.—R. J. Gardner-Medwin. 

One member appointed by the Governor of Northern 
Treland.—T. F. O. Rippingham. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors.—H. James King. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers.—Lt.-Col. R. F. Galbraith. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Institution 
of Municipal Engineers.—G. L. A. Downing. 

One member appointed by the Council of the Society of 
Engineers.—W. R. Howard. 

One member appointed by the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers.——*D. E. 
Woodbine Parish. 

One member appointed by the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives.—Sir Richard 
Coppock. 


ted by the Minister of Education.— 





of Housing and 





*New_appointments. 


OBITUARY 


Charles M. Oldrid Scott, F.S.A., F.R.L.B.A. 


We regret to record the death on March 13, 
following a short illness, of Mr. Charles 
Marriott Oldrid Scott, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., of 
Moor Cottage, Little Kemble, Bucks. He 
was 72. 

Mr. Scott began his career in the office 
of Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.A., and after- 
wards worked with Mr. G. F. Bodley, R.A. 
His earlier works, some of which he did in 
collaboration with his father, Mr. John 
Oldrid Scott, included the restoration of 
Selby Abbey after it was destroyed by fire 
in 1906; repairs, etc., at St. Saviour’s Cathe- 
dral, Southwark; churches at Milton, Ports- 
mouth; Pokesdown, Bournemouth, and else- 
where, and homes at St. Barnabas, East 
Grinstead. He was also responsible for the 
completion of the western spires of St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, and the tower 
and spire of St. Mary’s Church, Slough. 

Mr. Scott took over the treasurership of 
the Institute of Clerks of Works from his 
father many years ago and held that posi- 
tion up to the time of his death. His father 
was a founder member of the Institute, in 
whose aims and objects he, too, maintained 
a lifetime of active interest. 


Frank M. Kirby, F.R.I.B.A. 


We regretfully record the death on 
March 14 of Mr. Frank Moore Kirby, 
F.R.1.B.A., of Essex-road, Gravesend, at the 
age of 75 years. Mr. Kirby was elected a 
Fellow of the R.I.B.A. in 1931. 


John Wittet, C.B.E., J.P., F.R.LB.A. 


We record with regret the death of Mr. 
John Wittet, C.B.E., J.P., F.R.I.B.A., aged 
85, head of the firm of J. & W. Wittet, archi- 
tects, of Elgin. Mr. Wittet had a long and 
active connection with public work and gave 
more than 20 years’ service on Elgin Town 
Council, holding the office of Lord Provost 
for a double term of six years. 

Mr. Wittet received his architectural 
education at the Heriot-Watt College and 
Edinburgh Architectural Association classes. 
His works include additions to the Elgin and 
Inverness Academy and principal schools in 
Morayshire. He designed a number of 
mansion houses in various parts of Scotland 
and also war memorials and estate works. 


H. E. Davies, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred on February 29, of Aldermar 
Harold Edward Davies, J.P., F.R.I.B.A., of 
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Hornby-lane, Childwall, Liverpool. He was 
75. 

As an architect he will be chiefly remem- 
bered for his work as one of the pioneers 
in a movement to improve public-houses 
and inns designed by his firm in Lancashire 
and Cheshire in the early ’20s. These served 
as models for similar ventures all over the 
country. 

In collaboration with his son, Mr. 
Hinchcliffe Davies, A.R.1.B.A., he had latterly 
been engaged on the design of: the new 
Liverpool Corn Exchange building. 

“Father” of the Liverpool City Council, 
with a record of service extending more than 
40 years, Alderman Davies’ was one of the 
best-known figures in the city’s public life. 
He entered the City Council as Conservative 
representative for Netherfield Ward in 1911, 
became an alderman in 1923 and a magistrate 
in 1926. 

Alderman Davies was chairman of the 
Laths committee for the record period of 
30 years. 


A. T. Butler, F.R.LB.A. 

We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred at Redcliffe, Halesowen, Worcs, of 
Mr. Arthur Thomas Butler, F.R.LB.A. He 
was 80. 

Mr. Butler entered a number of competi- 
tions and was successful with a school, a 
hostel and a pavilion, all at Dudley; and a 
church at Cradley. His works included 
“Otterbourne Court” and “ Brooklands,” 
Halesowen; “‘ New Place,” Hagley; a hous- 
ing scheme, Kingswinford; offices, Dudley; 
and the Crown Hotel, Wychbold, Droitwich. 


Philip Crosby Pope 

We regret to record the death recently of 
Mr. Philip Crosby Pope, who was secretary 
of the Institute of Fuel from 1927 until his 
retirement in 1946. To him was attributed 
the original suggestion which resulted in the 
merging of the Institution of Fuel Economy 
Engineers and the Institution of Fuel Tech- 
nologists to form the Institute of Fuel. 


Architect’s Estate 


Mr. BERNARD JAMES BLAKER, of Christ- 
church-road, Worthing, retired architect, 
left estate valued at £83,126 gross 
(£82,729 net). 


R.LB.A. Golf Society 


THE R.I.B.A. Golfing Society has again 
an attractive fixture list for the coming 
season, and the Committee is hoping for 
more support from members and students 
of the R.I.B.A. The present membership 
is between 40-50. The Hon. Secretary 
(Mr. E. H. Firmin, A.R.I.B.A., 10, 
Manchester-square, W.1) would also be 
glad to hear from any provincial architects 
who could raise a team to play a match 
against the London members, possibly 
over a week-end, either in their neigh- 
bourhood or at a suitable course con- 
venient to all. The summer week-end 
meeting at Deal was much enjoyed last 
year by those who attended, and the 
Committee hope that architects from 
further afield may care to join the party 
for this fixture, arranged for July 5 and 6. 
The annual subscription to the Society 
is 10s. The President is Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, and the captain, Mr. A. H. Watkins, 
L.R.I.B.A. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Enforcement of Penalty Clause 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE GORMAN. 


Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd., v. 

Waltham Holy Cross U.D.C. 
e) UDGMENT, with costs, was given for 
‘ the defendants in the Queen’s Bench 
Division on March 12, in a claim by the 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd., of 
Wandsworth-road, South Lambeth, against 
the Waltham Holy Cross Urban District 
Council, for £3,293 under a contract to build 
202 houses on the council’s Princesfield 
Estate, by February, 1949. 

The council admitted the claim, but 
counter-claimed £3,350 damages under a 
penalty clause for delay in completing the 
contract. 

Plaintiffs’ case was that Mr. Reginald H. A. 
Jones, A.R.I.B.A., an architect, was em- 
powered to grant extensions of the contract 
time. Because of labour and material 
shortages they applied for an extension. This 
was not granted, and it was impossible for 
them to complete the contract. The contract 
was completed in August, 1950. 

Defendants maintained that the contract 
was not completed until October, 1950. 
Plaintiffs were given an extension of 15 
weeks in December, 1950, from February 
until May 23, 1949. 

It was argued that this was not an exten- 
sion as it was retrospective. The contract 
had been completed by December, 1950. 

Mr. Justice Gorman, in giving judgment, 
said he could not find anything in the agree- 
ment which said the architect had to award 
a prospective date when granting an exten- 
tion. 

He was satisfied that the plaintiffs received 
the extension of 15 weeks. They had asked 
for an extension and the architect had con- 
sidered that 15 weeks was a just extension. 

His lordship found that the architect had 
exercised his right in law as he was properly 
entitled to do. 

The plaintiffs’ claim was dismissed and 
judgment was entered for the defendants for 
£57, the difference between £3,350 and 
£3,293. 

His lordship granted a stay of execution 
for one week, on condition that the plain- 
tiffs paid the £57 and £100 into court. 


Compulsory Purchase of Land 
THE Howse oF LorpDs. 


BEFORE LORDS PORTER, GODDARD, OAKSEY, 
MACDERMOTT AND TUCKER. 


Earl Fitzwilliam’s Wentworth Estates Com- 
pany, Limited, v. Minister of Housing and 
Local Government and others. 


IN A RESERVED JUDGMENT given on Feb- 
ruary 25, the House of Lords dismissed an 
appeal challenging the right of the Central 
Land Board compulsorily to acquire a plot 
of land at Sheffield which the owners, Earl 
Fitzwilliam’s Wentworth Estates Company, 
sought to lease for building purposes at a 
rent above its existing use value. 

The company had appealed from a 
majority decision of the Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Denning dissenting) upholding 
the dismissal by Mr. Justice Birkett (as he 
then was) of a motion to quash the com- 
pulsory purchase order and the confirma- 
tion order made by the Minister of Town 
and Ceuntry Planning (now the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government) on the 
ground that the order was ultra vires. 

The appellant company were represented 
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by Mr. J. E. S. Simon, Q.C., M.P., and 
Mr. J. H. Barrington (instructed by Warren, 
Murton and Co., agents for Newman and 
Bond, Barnsley), and the respondents by 
Sir Hartley Shawcross, Q.C., M.P., Mr. 
J. P. Ashworth and Mr. R. Parker (instructed 
by the Treasury Solicitor). 

Lord Porter said the facts were not in 
dispute. In August, 1948, a Mr. C, N. 
Rodgers sought to obtain a long lease of 
a plot of land at Whirlow-lane, Sheffield, 
upon which to build a house. He was told 
that he could have a lease for a term of 
300 years at an annual rent of £20 10s and 
the assignment of the company’s claim on 
the £300,000,000 compensation, on condition 
that he paid any development charge 
levied. Having obtained planning permis- 
sion to build the house, Mr. Rodgers caused 
his architect to write to the Central Land 
Board, asking them to make a compulsory 
purchase order for the land and calling their 
attention to the fact that the owners did 
not propose to lease the plot save at a rent 
exceeding its existing use value. 

The appellant company informed the 
Board that they were not prepared to adopt 
any of the three methods for disposal of 
land recommended in the Board’s pamphlet 
“House 1,” and after being informed by 
the Sheffield City Council that it was in 
the public interest that the site should be 
made immediately available for housing 
development, the Board began negotiations 
for the purchase of the plot on the basis 
of its existing use value. The company’s 
surveyors suggested a price of £462, and 
the Board subsequently made a compulsory 
purchase order, which was upheld after a 
public inquiry. 

The order was challenged by the appellants 
on the ground that it had been made for a 
collateral purpose—namely, to enforce the 
policy set out by the Board in “ House 1” 
—and that in making it the Board had been 
influenced by their policy, which was unlaw- 
fully directed to preventing landowners from 
imposing a condition of sale that the pur- 
chaser should stand in the owner’s shoes and 
accept the risk of not receiving a payment 
from the £300,000,000 fund equivalent to 
the full development value of the land. 

The Board claimed that they acted in 
exact accordance with the Town and Country 
Planning Act of 1947. They were unable to 
acquire the land by agreement on reason- 
able terms and they therefore acquired it 
compulsorily for a purpose connected with 
the performance of their functions under 
the Act—namely, for the purpose of dis- 
posing of it for development for which 
permission had been granted. 

As regards the first question: What was 
the standard by which reasonable terms could 
be determined? he pointed out that the price 
asked, whether for sale or letting, was 
obviously in excess of the existing use value. 
The second question—Could the Board 
acquire land for the purpose of disposing 
of it simpliciter, or was any limit set to their 
powers—i.e., did their right to acquire arise 
only where their object was to fulfil one of 
their functions under the subsequent pro- 
visions of the Act; and, if so, what were 
those functions? — gave rise to more diffi- 
culty. Since the honesty of the Board and 
the Minister was not challenged it must be 
inferred, if the company’s contentions were 
to succeed, that the Board did not concern 
themselves with the facts of the case, but 
were minded to carry out a policy which 
they had adopted whatever the circum- 
stances. “I see no evidence to this effect,” 
said Lord Porter. “ The suggestion is purely 
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speculative and is not borne out by any of 
the documents produced.” 

It was also argued by the appellants thay 
the functions of the Board were purely 
financial; that the sole function of the Board 
was the determination of the sums payable 
as development charges, and the collection 
of those charges. That contention had some 
force, but was not determinative of the case. 
It would have been possible for the Act to 
limit the functions of the Board to that effect, 
but it had not done so. In fact, it had given 
the Board certain collateral powers of which 
those contained in Section 43 were ap 
example. Sub-section (1) stated that the 
Board “may with the approval of the 
Minister, by agreement acquire land for any 
purpose connected with the performance of 
their functions under the following provi- 
sions of this Act, and in particular may 9 
acquire land for the purpose of disposing of 
it for development for which permission has 
been granted under Part III of this Act on 
terms inclusive of any development charge 
payable...in respect of that development.” 

Sub-section (2) provided that: “If the 
Minister is satisfied that it is expedient in 
the public interest that the Board should 
acquire any land for any such purpose as 
aforesaid, and that the Board are unable 
to acquire the land by agreement on reason- 
able terms, he may authorise the Board to 
acquire the land compulsorily in accordance 
with the provisions of this section.” 

Lord Porter said he would be inclined to 
hold that even without the specific provision 
contained in sub-section (1) the Board, under 
their financial powers, were entitled to acquire 
land compulsorily in order to enable them to 
assess and collect the development charge. 
But, in case that construction should be sub- 
ject to any doubt, the fact that they were 
so entitled was expressly provided by the 
second sub-section. “If the view that the 
function of the Board was limited to finance 
was to prevail, it was difficult to see any 
reason for giving the Board the compulsory 
powers contained in sub-section (4) of Sec- 
tion 43 and, in particular, power to take over 
land. 

“In default of other reasons for the power 
given,” said his Lordship, “ the natural 
explanation is that it was given to enable 
them to perform their functions as assessors 
and collectors of. the development charge.” 

It was said that so to decide was contradic- 
tory to the provision of Section 64(2) which 
made the right to receive any compensation 
for loss of development value transmissible 
by assignment or by operation of law. That 
provision, however, was natural in the case 
of a new charge for which compensation 
was to be given. It was desired to make it 
clear that compensation was not personal 
to one who was the owner at the appointed 
day. The limitation upon transmission 
imposed by the exception did not conflict 
with the provisions of the sub-section, but 
merely ensured that the right to transmlt 
the compensation should not be used to in- 
crease the price charged for the interest 
assigned to a sum greater than the present 
use value of that interest. He would dis- 
miss the appeal with costs. 

Lords Goddard, Oaksey, MacDermott and 
Tucker concurred. 


Mr. W. Curtis Green , 

Mr. W. Curtis Green, R.A., honorary 
secretary of the Artists’ General Benevolent 
Institution for 14 years, has resigned. € 
becomes a vice-president and chairman of 
council, and is succeeded as honorary secre 
tary by Mr. P. H. Jowett, R.W5.: 
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ASPECTS OF NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT 


Practical Problems Involved in the Establishment of Living 
Communities 


OME of the practical aspects of town 
S planning in its broad sense, and of 
development under present-day condi- 
tions, were described by Mr. Bryan L. 
Ricnarps, G.M., B.Sc., F.R.I.C.S., F.A.I., 
Chief Estates Officer to Crawley New 
Town since 1947, in a paper entitled 
“Some Practical Aspects of New Town 
Development,” which he delivered at a 
meeting of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors in London on Febru- 
ary 11, and from which we take the 
following extracts. Mr. Richards said: , 

Industrial considerations are a governing 
factor in the development of the new towns 
now being built. It is this which con- 
stitutes the fundamental difference be- 
tween them and large local authority 
housing schemes, in which the primary 
consideration is the housing of those con- 
sidered to be most in need. The Reith 
Committee anticipated, however, that 
“new towns” might be major extensions 
of existing small towns and not always 
entirely new, and that they might serve 
other purposes besides the decentralisation 
of great cities, and these anticipations 
have been fulfilled. Thus new towns 
cannot be grouped together and treated 
as if they were all alike, differing only in 
location. Each has a different task, and 
further variety is provided by differences 
in the temperament and outlook of the 
Corporations and their officers. 

The siting of a new town is a matter 
of particular importance to the surveyor, 
who must always be concerned to see that 
the development undertaken will be sound 
on a long-term basis. Otherwise, the 
income obtainable from the very sub- 
stantial capital investment represented by 
the construction of the new town will be 
uncertain in the future, even if tenants 
are readily forthcoming in the rather 
unusual circumstances of to-day. 

Before comprehensive development of 
any. kind can commence, a “ Master 
Plan” for the town as a whole must be 
prepared. The nature of this document 
is often misunderstood because of the 
detail which is usually shown. Much of 
this detail is purely diagrammatic. It is 
included only to assist non-technical 
people to visualise the completed town, 
and to demonstrate that development 
within the framework of the plan is 
possible. 


THE MASTER PLAN 


The Master Plan outlines only the com- 
Pleted town, and it is essential that the 
planner should also consider the stages 
through which the town must pass, before 

$s final picture is achieved. Those 
t ng of moving to the town will not 
be satisfied with a promise that all will be 
Well in ten years’ time, if the plan is so 
framed that, at the time they contemplate 
Moving, the town can be no more than a 
disconnected collection of housing estates 
without reasonable amenities. 

In carrying out industrial development, 
new towns have no magic powers or 


special privileges. The industrialist who 
requires a new factory building. must 
obtain a building licence and an Industrial 
Development Certificate in the normal 
way. If he wishes to have a new factory 
in one of the towns around London, he 
must normally be in London already, and 
he must satisfy the Board of Trade that 
it is essential for him to be near London. 
The method of letting depends on *the 
policy of the town concerned. Three 
methods are in use at Crawley. First, 
the Development Corporation builds 
standard factories in units for firms which 
require manufacturing space of an area 
up to about 20,000 sq. ft. without any 
unusual requirements. These are let at 
rack rents on 7, 14 or 21 years full repairing 
leases. Secondly, sites are available for 
letting on 99 years building leases at 
ground rents to firms requiring larger 
factories, which usually incorporate 
features special to the particular firm. 
These sites front made-up roads, and 
services are provided up to the site boun- 
dary. Thirdly, the Corporation may 
design a factory specially, and let it at a 
rack rent. 


The answer to the question “‘ How can 
I get a house in a new town ? ”—which has 
been asked by many thousands of people— 
depends on the town and the circum- 
stances of the inquirer. So far as Crawley 
is concerned, generally speaking, only 
those coming from London to work in the 
town can qualify for a house, and thus 
most of the industrial workers being 
housed are people working in a London 
factory which is moving to the new town. 


RENTS OF HOUSES 


There are many kinds of accommodation 
at Crawley, varying from bed-sitting room 
flats to five-bedroom houses, and I do not 
propose to quote the rent of each. As an 
indication of the general level of rents, for 
subsidised houses conforming to Housing 
Manual standards, I can say that there are 
several different types of three-bedroom 
houses which are at present letting at 27s. 
per week, plus rates amounting to about 
9s. per week. The average inclusive rent 
of all dwellings so far occupied is 32s. 7d., 
but this includes a proportion which were 
let before June last year, when the rent 
level for new lettings was raised by 
approximately 15 per cent. to meet in- 
creased building costs. 


It is difficult to make an exact compari- 
son between these figures and any “general 
level ” of rents elsewhere, because of the 
existence of rent-restricted properties and 
the divergence between the rents charged 
by different local authorities for houses 
providing similar accommodation. It 
must be said at once, however, that the 
rents of houses in new towns are bound to 
be higher than those which most local 
authorities charge for houses of similar 
size. The Development Corporation’s rent 
contains the same element of subsidy as 
the standard subsidies on a local authority 


455 


house: the Exchequer pays to the 
Development Corporation the statutory 
amount normally contributed by the local 
authority, as well as the standard 
** Exchequer contribution.” After taking 
credit for these standard subsidies, the 
Corporation must, by direction of the 
Minister, fix its rents at a level sufficient 
to balance the housing account. It must, 
therefore, be realised that while the rent 
of a new town house covers the full cost, 
less only the standard subsidies, the rent 
of a local authority house often contains a 
further element of subsidy. This is difficult 
to estimate, and varies from one authority 
to another, but may well account for a 
reduction in the rent in the region of 3s. to 
5s. per week. 

Of the families that had self-contained 
accommodation, 85 per cent are paying a 
higher rent at Crawley than they paid in 
London. The amount of the extra rent 
varies considerably in individual cases, but 
averages 10s. per week. It is interesting 
to consider why people are prepared to 
pay these higher rents. They will only 
do so, of course, if they feel that they are 
getting value for money. The saving in 
both fares and time spent travelling to and 
from work in many cases goes a long way 
towards making up for the difference in 
rent. In addition, it has long been 
established by experience that an attractive 
lay-out, a high standard of finish, and 
conveniences such as built-in cupboards 
and good kitchen fitments, are things for 
which a tenant is prepared to pay an 
additional rent which far outweighs the 
extra cost incurred. 

Experience has already confirmed that, 
to the majority of people, flats are still 
acceptable only in the centre of large 
cities, and that in’ a country town of 
moderate size, only a small number really 
prefer a flat to a house. ‘'Two-storey 
flats (sometimes called maisonettes, 
although each unit of accommodation is 
on one floor) are more acceptable, as these 
can be designed so that each flat has its 
own small piece of garden, and they can 
be built at reasonable cost. They enable 
a higher density of population to be 
achieved, and the erection of a small 
number of them is sound policy. 


NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 


From an economic as well as a social 
point of view, it is essential that a new 
town should not be wholly a working-class 
community, but a place in which people of 
all kinds will wish to live. 

Schools are of particular importance, 
because they take a long time to build, 
and the authorities, quite naturally, will 
not start building until completely satisfied 
that house-building is proceeding on a 
scale which is certain to justify incurring 
the necessary capital expenditure. The 
way in which schools are to be distributed 
over the town (whether singly or in groups), 
the number in each neighbourhood, and 
their size, must be settled in consultation 
with the Education Authority at the 
Master Plan stage. 

Development in the centre of the town 
will take place in stages, and may involve 
the demolition of some property for 
essential traffic improvements, or to opéri 
up a new street where the new shopping 
area is being grafted on to an existing 
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shopping street.. Here, more than in any 
other part of the development, it is 
difficult—but absolutely essential—to 
ensure that the plan is capable of achieve- 
ment. The planner must necessarily have 
in his mind, and commit to paper, a three- 
dimensional conception of what the town 
centre may ultimately be like, but three 
factors must always be borne in mind. 
First, the practical difficulty of demolition, 
and the unremunerative expenditure likely 
to be incurred if the buildings demolished 
are sound. Secondly, although the 
Development Corporation may erect most 
of the shops, public buildings also form 
important features in the design. These 
will be erected by other authorities, and 
some of them may not be erected until 
several years have passed. They may, 
therefore, differ materially from those 
contemplated at the design stage. Thirdly, 
the development of the central area must 
inevitably take place in stages as the town 
grows, and unless the shopping area has 
life and cohesion at all stages of its 
development, the final result desired will 
never be achieved, however attractive it 
may appear on paper. 

The resources which are being used in 
constructing houses, factories, schools, 
commercial and recreational buildings 
and all the necessary services in new towns 
and elsewhere, represent a capital invest- 
ment by the nation on a very substantial 
scale. It is now, more than ever, essential 
to ensure that this investment is wisely 
made. First, when comparing the merits 
of different schemes, care must be taken to 
see that all expenditure is taken into 
account, including indirect expenditure 
to which reference has already been made. 
Secondly, it is important that develop- 
ment, wherever it takes place, should be a 
sound investment for the future. The 
developer must not be influenced unduly 
by temporary and artificial factors, nor 
must he overlook the possibility that our 
changed economic position may lead, in 
the future, to methods of living different 
from those to which we have so far been 
accustomed. 


CONCLUSION 


There are many specialised aspects to 
the creation of a new town—engineering, 
architectural, social, economic, and so on-— 
and theses have aroused much interest 
among specialists from both home and 
overseas. ‘‘'Town planning” (a short 
way of saying “planning for develop- 
ment ”’) is a synthesis of all these elements, 
all of -which—although not so obvious to 
the public—are present in varying degrees 
in all the different types of development 
undertaken by chartered surveyors for 
many years past, whether it be the clear- 
ance and redevelopment of a city site, the 
development of a factory estate, or the 
creation and administration of a housing 
scheme. Because the planning work 
being done in the new towns is being put 
to the test of actual development, it 
brings into special prominence some of the 
practical considerations which are basic 
to all sound planning, and which must 
constantly be borne in mind if planning 
is to be—not an expensive luxury, as 
some regard it—but one of the means 
whereby our national assets are used to 
the best advantage. 
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NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS 


THE establishment and responsibilities of 

New Town Development Corporations 
were discussed by Mr. Frank A. B. 
PRESTON, general manager of Glenrothes 
Development Corporation, at a recent meet- 
ing of the Scottish Section of the Town and 
Country Planning Association. Mr. Preston 
first referred to the undesirable social con- 
ditions which led to the recognition of the 
need of new communities, self-contained and 
well-balanced, each within its own bound- 
aries. After explaining briefly the procedure 
which takes place before the newly estab- 
lished corporation can begin .to function, 
Mr. Preston continued:— 


While Development Corporations are 
primarily responsible for planning, building, 
factoring and otherwise taking care of their 
new towns, they are not local authorities. 
There is considerable misunderstanding of 
their position in the public mind, and criti- 
cisms are often levelled at the body not 
responsible for a seeming cause of complaint 
er annoyance. When a Development Corpora- 
tion is established the local authorities in the 
area continue to function as heretofore. The 
local authority remains responsible for the 
supply of water, for schools and education, 
public health, classified roads, street lighting 
and the provision of the usual local goverfi- 
ment services. 


The nationalised gas and_ electricity 
undertakings are responsible for the supply 
of gas and electricity. Development Corpora- 
tions provide and build houses, as Housing 
Associations, and, like private developers, 
are subject to the Rent Restriction Acts. This 
restriction is not without its concern and 
places restrictions on corporations from 
which local authorities are free. Develop- 
ment Corporations receive housing subsidies 
equivalent to those made available to local 
authorities but they have no cushion from 
local rates, not being rating authorities. 


Paying Their Way 

It is not generally appreciated that while 
Development Corporations must spend large 
sums of money on the acquisition of land, 
the erection of houses, shops, perhaps 
factories and other buildings, the money is 
advanced by the Treasury for capital pur- 
poses and must ultimately be repaid. Grants 
were payable in the first two years of the 
Corporation’s development towards revenue 
expenditure, but this has now ceased and 
it is unlikely that grants receivable by the 
Corporation for other purposes will amount 
to any considerable sum. They must so act 
as to pay their way and from rents they 
must in time meet interest and capital 
repayment over a 60-year period. 


In order to proceed on a business - like 
footing the area of a new town is carefully 
surveyed. A master plan is prepared by 
the Corporation’s technical staff or by a 
consultant in private practice. Investigation 
is made as’ to the extent that essential 
services are available such as water, gas, 
electricity and main sewers. This involves 
negotiations with various undertakings, 
requiring both skill and patience. Negotia- 
tions with the road authority, the railway 
executive and others require care, time and 
persistence. The knowledge of men as well 
as the resources which they control is impor- 
tant whatever the origin of their authority. 
Personal qualities do play their part in nego- 


Responsibilities and Aims 


tiations and in securing co-operation from 
industry, commerce and the leaders in the 
religious and social life of the community. 


Complaint has been made on behalf of 
some Corporations that the multiplicity of 
consents and approvals required from 
government departments and local authori- 
ties are devastating. You need not look 
in this life te unwavering encouragement, 
human nature not yet being fully redeemed, 
It may well be that your duty is not only 
contrary to the interests of those with whom 
you are inescapably brought into contact in 
new town development, but your scheme 
may be cutting across some of their long 
cherished plans which are both good and 
legitimate in themselves but not permissible 
if a well-planned town is to be secured. 

In dealing with the numerous government 
departments with which contact is inevitable, 
one is bound to find competing interests and 
outlooks between them which have to be 
discussed, possibly a lengthy procedure when 
progress is our main concern. Patience be- 
comes more than a virtue in such circum- 
stances. 


A Balanced Population 


Of the incoming residents and their re- 
quirements much care must be taken. In 
some new towns work may be readily avail- 
able for a proportion of the inhabitants, A 
balanced population is the aim, neither of 
one class nor of one occupation. New 
industry may be necessary in order to in- 
duce transferees, whether miners or men of 
any other occupation. Their needs and the 
needs of their families must be provided for 
in proper proportion. It is here that lack 
of co-operation, or indeed opposition, may 
be met. Some individuals may welcome the 
influx of potential employees, others may 
resent their arrival. 

If a new town is to be the magnet that it 
should be, social amenities should be pro- 
vided as well in advance as possible. New 
organisations should be initiated so that new 
residents may find organisations which will 
welcome _them and ceate new social 
interest. 

In connection with new towns at develop- 
ing coalfields, it is of interest to note the 
remarks of delegates who returned to Brit- 
ain from the first International Conference 
of Manufacturers, held recently in Washing- 
ton and New York, to the effect that “ there 
was no answer the United Kingdom dele- 
gates could give to the universal criticism 
levelled at Britain for her failure to produce 
coal.. Dollar aid was seen as quite incom- 
patible with the use of dollars to buy 
American coal.” Such expressions of 
opinion should be kept in mind when the 
National Coal Board seeks to secure the 
transfer of miners and their families to new 
coal fields and there to build up adequate 
numbers of trainees. 

Proper facilities for the reception of these 
men and their households are prior neces 
sities. The satisfactory development of prop- 
erly planned and equipped new towns 1s 4 
large contribution towards the encourage 
ment of men to enter or remain in the 
mining industry. It is necessary that work 
and other facilities and residents other than 
miners be gathered into such a new town, 
making all necesary provision ahead of any 
large influx of miners in order that any 
feeling of discouragement may be avoided. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISION 


Appeal against Limited Period 
Permission Succeeds 


WN appeal by Messrs. Marks and Spencer, 
Ltd., against two conditions imposed by 
Buckinghamshire County Council in grant- 
ing planning permission for the erection of 
a three-storey building on a site comprising 
Nos. 10 and 12, Mackenzie-street, Slough, 
has been allowed by the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. 

It was stated at a public inquiry held to 
consider the matter that the appeal site was 
within the area scheduled in the Slough 
Advisory Plan to be laid out as a town 
square, and that the intention of the appell- 
ants was that the proposed building should 
form an extension to existing shop premises 
which they own in High-street, Slough. 

The conditions imposed by the council 
were, first, that planning permission should 
be limited to a period of 30 years and requir- 
ing reinstatement at the end of that time; 
and, secondly, that the building should not 
be immediately connected to the sewer and 
that in the meantime arrangements for sew- 
age disposal should be to the satisfaction 
of the council. 

Evidence was given on behalf of Messrs. 
Marks and Spencer to the effect that their 
existing shop in High- street, a two - storey 
building built in 1932, was about 40 yards 
from the junction of Mackenzie-street, and 
that on the site under appeal there were at 
present two semi-detached houses erected in 
1882 and now occupied as flats by employees 
of the appellants. 

Messrs. Marks and Spencer proposed to 
demolish the flats and to erect a three-storey 
building connecting on two floors with their 
existing shop and forming one shop unit 
with frontages in both Mackenzie-street and 
High-street. The new building would be 
provided with improved loading facilities 
from Mackenzie-street. 

On behalf of the council it was stated 
that the site was part of an area which they 
hoped in the future to lay out as a town 
square. Such a feature was much needed in 
Slough, and in the opinion of the council 
the area of which Mackenzie-street formed a 
part was the best position for it, much of 
the existing property being old and nearing 
the end of its useful life. 

It was agreed that there were three sub- 
stantial new buildings within the area and 
that the town square was unlikely to be laid 
out within the next 30 years. In those cir- 
cumstances, the council were not able to 
include the town square in the development 
plan which was now before the Minister and 
in which the site had been shown as allo- 
cated for shopping purposes. The develop- 
ment plan dealt with the future of the area 
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to him that the issue is a simple one: whether 
it is reasonable to put a time limit on plan- 
ning permission for development which con- 
forms to reasonable planning requirements 
for the next 20 and possibly 30 years but 
which may have to be removed to make way 
for some other form of development at some 
date more than 30 years ahead. 

Where the character of the development 
is likely to be acceptable for 20 years or 
more, states the Minister, buildings of a sub- 
stantial nature and in permanent materials 
must ordinarily be expected. The uncertainty 
about long-term prospects of development at 
the present. time makes it very difficult to 
justify limited period permissions for such 
buildings, and in this case the permanent 
character of the building and the necessarily 
tentative nature of the council’s alternative 
proposals for the area make such a limitation 
inappropriate. 

The second condition was less important 
and could be dispensed with, as the building 
was not likely, in present circumstances, to 
be completed before the enlargement of the 
sewerage system. 

The Minister has accordingly decided to 
allow the appeal and to discharge both 
conditions. 


OBSOLESCENCE AND 
SLUMS 


A Housing Centre Talk 


Vy HAT he called the absolute minimum 
requirements’ for the prevention of 
obsolescence in housing were suggested by 
Dr. LLYWELYN ROBERTS, Medical Officer of 
Health for Sheffield, in a talk on “ Obso- 
lescence and Slums” at the Housing Centre 
on February 19. Summarised, these were 
good building and the inculcation in the 
population of a high standard of taste. 

The house must be satisfactory in the be- 
ginning, he said. Unless. you had a sub- 
stantial building, it was impossible to do 
much about preventing obsolescence. With 
regard to the education of the public, if 
you showed them the best that could be 
done, they would not tolerate bad building 
or living in unsatisfactory conditions. To en- 
courage in people a pride in their houses 
was very important. It was especially 
important now that the cost of building and 
repairing houses was so high. In this 
respect, perhaps, planning in its widest sense 
was one of the most important things to be 
looked at when the setting up of a housing 
estate was being considered. He was not 
convinced that the intricate geometrical 
pattern of housing estates that one saw to- 
day was the right way to deal with this 
matter. He had not seen any sense of pride 
or enjoyment engendered in the inhabitants 
of such estates. We must give people a sense 
of unity, of being a collection of people. 


Dr. Roberts naturally brought the 


for the next 20 years; the allocation would Peery of obsolescence in the housing of 


therefore remain for that period and the 
council had granted planning permission to 
Messrs. Marks and Spencer accordingly, but 
considered it reasonable to impose a time 
limit of 30 years. It was admitted that the 
object in so doing was to reduce the eventual 
cost of acquisition, and it was agreed that 
M requiring reinstatement they did not in- 
call demand rebuilding of the existing 


Minister’s Decision 


In giving his decision, the Minister states 
that he has carefully considered all the repre- 
sentations made on the appeal, and it appears 


heffield very prominently into his talk, but 
the points he made were capable of general 
application to housing. 

The great enemy, or, rather, the chief 
cause, of obsolescence in housing was water, 
in one form or another—rain, frost, snow, 
hail. Siting and construction of houses 
should be planned to avoid the entrance of 
water in any of these forms into the house. 

Speaking of some of the problems peculiar 
to Sheffield, or at least peculiar to the large 
industrial towns in the north, Dr. Roberts 
said smoke and fumes had undoubtedly 
increased the cost of upkeep of houses. There 
was also subsidence caused by mining or 
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by building terraced houses on rather steep 
hills, which tended to make them creep 
downhill. Then there was the effect of the 
continual pounding of large drop hammers 
used in the steelworks. This went on day 
and night, and shook the whole neighbour- 
hood, until it became almost impossible to 
live in the near-by houses. 

In regard to housing, the function of the 
local authorities to-day was primarily a 
utilitarian one, and to try to add to that 
function the provision of an appropriate 
minimum standard of housing design was, 
perhaps, asking a little too much, although 
he knew that at the moment they were trying 
to do their best. It was, however, important 
to try to find out the fundamentals of what 
made a house attractive and a source of 
pride to its occupants. He believed that if 
we could get an answer to that question we 
should have the answer to many of the 
problems of obsolescence. We must have 
more houses, said Dr. Roberts, and inexpen- 
sive houses. We must build the best houses 
we can, according to our knowledge and our 
meagre resources, but at the same time we 
must combine grace and utility in our 
houses. 

Asked by Miss Judith Ledeboer, who was 
in the chair, if he was satisfied that to-day 
we were building houses properly to avoid 
obsolescence as far as possible, Dr. Roberts 
said he thought we were doing our best with 
limited resources. He would like to see a 
better type of house put up if we could 
afford it. He would also like to see a better 
type of waterproofing put into houses. He 
understood that rendering had had to be 
somewhat neglected recently because of our 
desire to build new houses quickly. , 


“NEW ROADS FOR 
LANCASHIRE ” 
Road Federation’s Booklet 


“IT IS VITAL to the welfare of the country 
that cheap and efficient road transport shall 
be available to move goods, both for export 
and for home consumption, to and from 
the ports and factories of Lancashire,” 
writes Lord Derby in the foreword to the 
British Road Federation’s recent publica- 
tion, ““ New Roads for Lancashire.” 

The booklet points out that Lancashire 
industry is of the highest importance to the 
economy of the nation, but that at present 
its “vast potential cannot be fully exploited 
because of grievously inadequate road com- 
munications. To remedy these shortcomings, 
a road plan for the county has been pre- 
pared by the County Surveyor. It provides 
for certain new construction and the pro- 
gressive improvement of existing roads. 
Traffic will be canalised away from the built- 
up areas which are now the black spots both 
for accidents and delays. 

This road plan is spread over a period 
of 30 years, and is estimated at present-day 
prices to cost £90 million, or £3 million 
a year. The booklet points out that the 
plans for Lancashire’s roads could be put 
into action on an extensive scale with the 
demolition of very few properties; in fact, 
many of the more urgent improvements 
could be done without any interference with 
existing buildings. 


Objections to L.C.C. Development Plan 


Nearly 1,000 objections have been lodged 
with the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government against the L.C.C.’s_ develop- 
ment plan, which, it is estimated, will cost 
£540m. over a period of 20 years. 
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WATER INTAKE AT CORYTON REFINERY 
A Construction on the Mulberry Principle 


ONE of the most important operations 

in the construction of the large refinery 
project now taking place at Coryton, Essex, 
for the Vacuum Oil Company, Ltd., was the 
towing into position and sinking of the main 
section of the water-intake jetty. 

In the successful operation of an oil 
refinery, one vital factor is adequate cooling 
water, both for the power station and for 
the process plant. The problem has been 
solved in this case by obtaining the neces- 
sary water from the nearby Thames Estuary, 
the structure to house the pumping machinery 
having been built at Gravesend and Tilbury, 
after which it was towed for a distance of 
about eight miles down the Thames to Cory- 
ton where it was sunk into its final position 
on March 6. The structure, weighing 4,200 
tons, is a large reinforced concrete caisson 
which rests on a prepared bed in the river. 

The design and construction have been 
carried out by the civil engineering contrac- 
tors, John Laing and Son, Ltd., on behalf of 
The Lummus Co., Ltd., of London and New 
York, the principal contractors for. the Cory- 
ton Refinery. The approximate overall cost 
of the water intake was £100,000, and the 
quantity surveyor was Mr. D. G. Burrell, 
FRICS. 

There is a similarity in the type of con- 
struction between the caisson for Coryton 
and the Mulberry harbour units constructed 
during the war, and experience gained under 
the stress and difficulties of wartime condi- 
tions has been put to very good use in the 
solution of a peacetime problem. Alterna- 
tive designs were carefully considered before 
selecting the most suitable type of construc- 
tion. More conventional methods were 
abandoned for various technical reasons and 
because of local conditions and the problem 
of the speedy delivery of essential materials. 

For the purpose of construction, it was 
necessary to find a dry dock in which the 
bottom portion of the caisson could be con- 
structed to a height governed by the depth 
of water available, subsequent lifts of con- 
crete being added later in a wet dock. 

A dry dock was obtained at Gravesend, 
which could be adapted to provide a firm 
base for the structure, and the first stage 
of the preparatory work was to close its 
entrance with a ballast-filled sheet piling dam 
able to withstand the water pressure due to 


the full tidal range. A level concrete screed 
was then laid in the bottom of the dock 
and hollow tiles were placed on this, covered 
by a layer of building paper, upon which 
the floor of the caisson was laid. The par- 
tially constructed unit was floated off the 
hollow tile base when water was admitted to 
the dock at high water of spring tide. 
Concreting of the floor and side walls pro- 
ceeded in this dock to a height of 12 ft. 6 in., 
the concrete mixers being located alongside 
the dock. Eighteen 6 in. valves were built 
into the lower part of the walls to control 
the flooding of the unit. The caisson was tested 
for watertightness by filling it with water 
and waiting for the tide to fall, this being 
carried out at the stage when the unit had 
been finished to the 12 ft. 6 in. level and the 
Sheet pile closure dam had been removed. 


The structure has an overall length of 
100 ft. and a width of 53 ft. and is divided 
into six main compartments; the external 
walls are 1 ft. 6 in. thick and there are three 
longitudinal walls 9 in. thick, and nine trans- 
verse walls of the same thickness below the 
bottom-floor slab which is 20 ft. above the 
base. The total height of the unit when 
it left Tilbury was 52 ft. 6 in., the structure 
having been erected in lifts of 2 ft. and the 
final two lifts with the deck will be added 
now the unit is in place at Coryton. 


Shuttering for the concrete walls was 
made of light timber units, prefabricated in 
the central joinery works of the contractors, 
each unit being 2 ft. deep and varying in 
width from 2 ft. to 6 ft. according to its posi- 
tion in the structure. The predetermined 
water/cement ratio in the concrete was care- 
fully maintained and an average cube com- 
pressive strength of 6,000 lb. per square inch 
at 28 days was achieved. The concrete was 
vibrated by power-type immersion equip- 
ment. Tubes for grouting under the 
caisson have been set in position in the struc- 
ture to fill in any irregularities in the prepared 
bed, and this will be carried out at Coryton. 

As construction proceeded, great care was 
taken to prevent listing by suitable adjust- 
ment of ballast, and the draught was care- 
fully checked every day by reading draught 
markings at each corner. An opening on 
one side of the caisson was left and 
temporarily closed by steel sheet piling, 
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which will be removed at Coryton to allow 
space for steel grids which will prevent 
entry of obstructions to the pump inlets, 
A steel structure on box piles will be pro- 
vided, designed to carry a number of large 
pipes, including three of 42 in. and three 
39 in. diameter, from the concrete intake to 
the shore. A reinforced concrete roadway, 
carried on steelwork and box piles, will give 
access to the shore from the eastern end of 
the unit and enclose it on three sides. This 
structure, together with a structural steel. 
work and piled extension at the western 
end, will also serve to protect the unit and 
pipe bridge from damage by drifting craft. 


HARBOUR EXTENSION SCHEME 
Film Story of Takoradi 


ONE of the largest harbour engineering 
jobs in recent times, the extension of 
the port of Takoradi on the Gold Coast, 
West Africa, is now nearing completion. The 
work is due to be completed early in 1953, 
The Takoradi contract, which was awarded 
to Messrs. Taylor Woodrow two and a half 
years ago, is valued at approximately 
£3,000,000. It has involved work under the 
exacting conditions peculiar to the tropics. A 
film has been made of the progress of the 
work and was shown in London recently. 
The extension to the port has been made 
necessary by the steadily increasing trade 
of the Gold Coast. Part of the work con- 
sists of the extension of the main quay by 
about 1,400 ft., this being built of pre-cast 
concrete blocks, the largest weighing about 
15 tons. Forty thousand cubic yards of con- 
crete are being used in this part of the work. 
A new timber depot, consisting of about 
4,000 ft. of quay walls, which form two docks 
500 ft. long, is being built at the southern 
end of the harbour. The quay walls are 
mass concrete, for the most part deposited 
under water. They vary in thickness from 
10 ft. to 15 ft. A well-known local landmark, 
Cox’s Fort Hill, has been removed “from 
the map,” and the 1,750,000 tons of spoil 
that it yielded has been used to reclaim an 
area of about 49 acres from the sea. 
Almost all the materials and plant used 
on the whole harbour project had to be 
sent out from England. Everywhere the 
emphasis has been on the highest degree of 
mechanisation possible. From the start it 
was decided to teach the Africans how to 
use the heavy plant, and eventually all 
the machines were operated by Africans. 
Other African personnel have also been 
trained to take over supervisory work. 





A view of the caisson showing the interior structure. 


The caisson being pulled into position prior to sinking. 
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PUBLIC OPENING OF 
TENDERS 


Holbom Revives Pre-War Custom 


HE old pre-war custom of opening 
builders’ tenders in the presence of the 
tendering firms was revived last week by the 
Holborn Borough Council. Its revival is due 
to the chairman of the Housing and Planning 
Committee, Alderman W. E. Mullen, a 
former Mayor of Holborn and a past-chair- 
man of the L.M.B.A.’s No. 3 Area. 

In this case tenders had been invited from 
eight firms for quite a substantial contract 
fer the Holborn Borough Council, and on 
March 12 representatives of the firms tender- 
jng were invited to be in attendance at 12 
noon at the Town Hall for the opening of 
tenders. The Mayor attended the meeting 
to give a good send-off to a revival of the 
practice, and all but one of the tendering 
firms were represented. After the meeting 
all the firms present expressed their satisfac- 
tion at the way the business had been con- 
ducted. 

The L.M.B.A. has for several years been 
urging the official opening of tenders in the 
presence of the tenderers, and it is highly 
gratified that its revival in London is the 
direct result of the efforts of one of its 
members. 


L.M.B.A. to Visit L.C.C. Exhibition 


Tue Administrative Committee of the 
LM.B.A., headed by the president, Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, is to visit the L.C.C. 
Exhibition, ‘“‘London—The Next Twenty 
Years,” at County Hall on March 25. The 
party is to be received and shown round by 
the L.C.C. architect, Mr. Robert Matthew, 
CB.E., A.R.I.B.A. 


BUILDING SOCIETY INTEREST 
RATES 
Increased Charges Recommended 


Tue Councit of the Building Societies 
Association issued the following statement 
on March 14: “ At its monthly meeting to- 
day the council considered the Chancellor’s 
Budget statement and the upward trend of 
interest rates. The council decided to recom- 
mend to member societies that they should 
now consider increasing the rates on invest- 
ments to 2} per cent. on shares and 2 per 
cent. on ordinary deposits, income tax being 
in each case paid by, the society. 

“Members have also been recommended 
to consider charging a minimum rate of 4} 
per cent. on advances to owner-occupiers.” 


BUILDING COSTS 
NF.B.T.E. President on Holiday Claim 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner of the 

Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Leeds on March 14, Mr. J. 
IN ROBERTSON, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
said that the employers’ side of the building 
industry would shortly be considering an 
application from the trades unions for an 
extension of the annual holidays with pay 
from six to 12 days. 
_“As inereased costs are bound to be 
Involved,” he said, “the application must 
be considered not only in the light of the 
practice in other industries but also against 
the background of the general economic 
Position of the country, including the ability 
and willingness of the building owner, 
whether private or public, to pay still more 
for our work.” 
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HOUSING MINISTRY CIRCULAR 
Fitting of Fireguards 

THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has sent a circular (No. 30/52, 
dated March 13) to local authorities calling 
attention to the safety specifications for gas 
and electric fires recently issued by the 
British Standards Institution (B.S. 1250 
Amendment No. 1 (September, 1951) and 
B.S. 1670 (1951) respectively). Manufac- 
turers have been asked to observe these 
specifications in future production and the 
Minister expresses the hope that local 
authorities will make a point of specifying 
these new standards for any purchases they 
may make for council houses or other 
property. 


Street Widths 


The same circular goes on to deal with 
street widths. Appendix A to the Housing 
Manual 1949 recommended certain, mini- 
mum street widths in residential areas. 
Paragraph 68 says that the schedule was 
being studied by the associations of local 
authorities. This examination was carried 
out on the schedule later issued with 
circular No. 19 (dated April 25, 1951) by the 
Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning, to which reference should be made for 
full details. The schedule in Appendix A 
of the Manual should now be brought into 
line. 

The amendments are as follows:— 

Minor street——Waiting bays or lanes not 
less than 8 ft. wide to be provided where 
required. 

Cul-de-sac—Minimum width of foot- 
way 6 ft. (4 ft. 6 in. if a verge is provided 
additional to the footway). 

Cul-de-sac.—Minimum width of footway 
4 ft.6 in. No part of the carriageway shall 
be more than 200 ft. medsured along the 
carriageway, from a street open at both 
ends. 

Street bordering on an open space, etc.— 
Waiting bays or lanes not,less than 8 ft. 
wide to be provided where required. 

Footway.—The footway shall not be used 
as the only means of access to a building 
which is more than 150 ft. from a carriage- 
way measured along the footway. Where 
the footway joins a carriageway a waiting 
bay should be provided as required. 


HIGHER PETROL DUTY 
Protest by Industrial Users 

Tue Industrial Light Oils Committee, 
which represents seventeen national trade 
associations whose members use light hydro- 
carbon oils in industrial processes, has 
issued the following statement on the higher 
petrol duty imposed by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in his Budget: 

It is not generally appreciated that the 
duty on light hydrocarbon oils, commonly 
known as the petrol tax, is also paid by a 
wide range of industries using light oils in 
manufacturing processes. These industries, 
which include rubber, paint, printing ink, 
wallpaper, linoleum, food manufacture, 
dyeing and cleaning and others, have lodged 
a protest with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer against the additional imposition 
of 74d. per gallon tax on their essential raw 
materials. 

The industries affected had already lodged 
an appeal for the abatement of the existing 
tax, and pending a decision on that appeal, 
they request that the additional 74d. per 
gallon tax now imposed be immediately 
withdrawn. 
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SOFTWOOD SUPPLIES 
The Import Licensing Position 
[From a Correspondent] 


[ is now learned that the further cut in 

private imports of softwood this year will 
amount to 150,000 standards. The position 
now is that, in addition to the 350,000 
standards for which quotas have been dis- 
tributed to importers, the softwood trade 
will be allowed to import another 100,000 
standards of sawn softwood this year, 
making a total of 450,000 standards. This 
means that softwood importers now have 
some idea of this year’s level of import 
licensing. 

Almost overshadowing this - development, 
however, is the news that all open individual 
licences permitting the importation of hard- 
woods have been withdrawn. This announce- 
ment came from the Board of Trade foHow- 
ing the Budget statement, but it has been 
established that imports of hardwoods are 
still permitted without restriction from 
Scheduled Territories, i.e., mainly Common- 
wealth countries, other than Canada and 
British Protectorates. 

The present situation means, however, that 
nearly all the European hardwood sources of 
supply are now closed to the hardwood im- 
porter except through import licensing. 
Future licensing policy in this connection 
has yet to be decided. 

It is unlikely that the equilibrium of the 
hardwood market will be upset immediately 
by these changes because there are adequate 
hardwood stocks in the country. Moreover, 
owing to the recent recession of demand from 
many of the consuming industries, including 
the building industry, hardwood importers 
have not placed very much forward business 
with shippers. On a longer term view, how- 
ever, it may well bé that the reimposition 
of import licensing will mean a shortage of 
supply. This depends, of course, on the 
future level of hardwood import licensing. 

It is understood that shipments effected 
before March f2 will be allowed in by the 
Customs authorities. 

An important items of news in regard to 
the supply of Burmese teak—one of the 
finest of structural building materials—is that 
the Burmese authorities have announced 
that, production having increased recently, 
supplies for the U.K. market are now more 
readily available. 


HAULAGE RATES 
Increase of 10 per cent. Recommended 


THE National Rates Committee of the 
Road Haulage Association, at a meeting in 
London on March 13, recommended mem- 
bers to increase their rates for general haul- 
age by 10 per cent. on April 1 next. 

This recommendation covers substantial 
additional costs in wages, fuel, maintenance 
and other items, including the Budget in- 
crease of 74d. per gallon on the fuel tax. 

The Association states that it is expected 
that where circumstances have compelled 
its members to make any percentage increase 
in their rates since May, 1951, they will now 
only apply such further addition as will 
bring the total to 10 per cent. 


Building Employment Figures 

During January last there was a seasonal 
decline of 13,000 in the numbers employed 
on building and contracting work, according 
to the latest statement on the employment 
situation in Great Britain issued by the 
Ministry of Labour. The total employed in 
the industry was thus reduced to 1,409,000. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
King George VI 


N March 4, in reply to Mr. LANGFORD- 
Hott, the Minister of Works, Mr. 
EccLes, said he proposed to lay a plate in 
Westminster Hall recording the Lying-in- 
State of His Late Majesty, King George VI. 


Contravention of Rules 


On February 26, Mr. PARKER asked the 
Minister of Works in how many cases had 
sentences of imprisonment been carried out 
since January, 1947, upon directors of 
publicly-owned and privately-owned under- 
takings and of private individuals, respec- 
tively, for contraventions of the building 
licensing regulations. 

Mr. Ecctes said that between January, 
1947, and December, 1951, sentences of 
imprisonment were imposed on one director 
of a publicly-owned undertaking, eight direc- 
tors of privately-owned undertakings, and 
four private persens. 


Palace of Westminster 

On February 26, in reply to a question by 
Mr. GRIMOND, Mr. ECCLES said that between 
April 1, 1945, and December 31, 1951, 
£2,944,175 was spent on new works, main- 
tenance and repairs, and operation of plant, 
in the Palace of Westminster. £1,122,410 
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and other interests. The question of issuing 
a model bye-law to local authorities was 
a matter for the Minister of Housing. 


New Towns 


On March 11, in reply to Mr. ARTHUR 
Lewis, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. MACMILLAN, said that the 
following were the names of members of 
New Towns Development Corporations (a) 
re-appointed, (b) not re-appointed, (c) newly 
appointed, since October, 1951. 


CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP OF NEW TOWN 
CORPORATIONS SINCE OCTOBER, 1951 


CwMBRAN.—Re-appointed: Mr. T. H. Huxley 
Turner, Mr. F. E. Price, Mr. W. E. Brown, Mr. E. C. 
Hutchins, Mr. P. Jones, Mr. W. G. Thomas; not 
re-appointed: Mr. F. E. Warbreck Howell. 

PETERLEE.—On the expiry of office of the chairman, 
Lord Beveridge, who had intimated that he wished to 
resign, Mr. C. Pette, a member of the Corporation, 
was appointed chairman in his stead. 


STEVENAGE.—Re-appointed: Mrs. E. Dennington, 
Mr. C, T. Every, Mr. P. T. Ireton; not re-appointed, 
Mr. J. Corina, Col. J. A. Davies, Mr. S. Gestetner*, 

. We. A. Winson; new appointments: Lt.-Gen. Sir 
Chas. King, Major A. G. Howard, Mr. S. Jackson, 
Mr. J. A. F. Watson. 

BASILDON.—Re-appointed : Sir L. Keay, Mr. E. L. 
Protheroe, Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. W. M. Knight, Mrs. 
D. M. Sargent, Col. S. A. Smith; mot re-appointed : 
Mr. M. Auliff, Mr. F. Jobson. 

CRAWLEY.—Re-appointed : Sir Thos. Bennett, Mr. 
L. E. Neal, Mrs. D. Bolton, Dame Caroline Haslett, 
Mr. J. Marshall, Mr. E. Stanford; not re-appointed : 
Mr. A. Hyman, Lt.-Gen. Sir Chas. King*; new 
appointment : Sir Edward Gillett. 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD.—Re-appointed: Mr. H. W. 
Wells, Sir Reginald Wilson, Mr. C. D. Pilcher, Mr. 


was on work other than the rebuilding of the "79 


Commons Chamber, and of this _ figure 
£826,785 was spent on maintenance, includ- 
ing the restoration of stone work. 


Stamp Duty Reduced 


On March 11, MR. BUTLER, in introduc- 
ing his Budget, announced that stamp duty 
on conveyance of small property other than 
stocks or marketable securities would be 
reduced. Where the price did not exceed 
£3,000 the duty would be reduced to one 
per cent., and where the price lay between 
£3,000 and £3,500 there would be some relief 
from the two per cent. now chargeable. 


Dome of Discovery 


On March 11, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Works what action had been 
taken to get the best possible price for the 
Dome of Discovery. 

Mr. Eccies: When finally the London 
County Council decided not to re-erect the 
Dome, competitive tenders were invited for 
its demolition. In this way the best price 
will be secured consistent with the need to 
clear one of the finest sites in the world in 
readiness for next year’s celebrations. 


Production of Bricks 


On March 11, Mr. SHEPHERD asked the 
Minister of Works if he was satisfied that 
the production of bricks was sufficient to 
meet the needs of the housing programme. 

Mr. Eccles said he was satisfied with the 
position at the end of January. He hoped 
that the increase in output would continue 
and be sufficient for the expanding housing 
programme and other essential needs. 


Building Research 


On March 11, in reply to Mr. Bossom, 
the Minister of Works, Mr. EcctLes, said 
he was anxious to encourage the develop- 
ment of prestressed concrete and he was 
considering what further steps could be 
taken. He was advised that it would be 
premature to prepare comprehensive speci- 
fications at the present stage of development, 
but a good deal had already been published 
pn the subject by the professional bodies 
concerned, by the Building Research Station 


. H. Ryde, Mr. T. H. Simmons; not re-appointed : 
Mr. H. Dive, Mr. C. T. Higgins, Sir Gerald Lenanton*; 
new appointment : Sir Thos. Halsey. 


* Resigned. 


Reinforcing Steel 

On March 10, in answer to Mr. CHET- 
WYND, the Minister of Supply, Mr. SANpDys, 
said that the present output of reinforcing 
steel was at the rate of about 260,000 tons 
a year. Steps were being taken to increase 
supply, both by the expansion of output and 
by imports from America. 


Fuel Efficiency 

On March 7, replying to a debate in the 
House of Commons on the better use of coal, 
Mr. GEOFFREY LLOyD, the Minister of Fuel 
and Power, said if, in the domestic sphere, 
they could combine efficiency with the open 
fire, that would be the thing to achieve. 
The more modern types of open fire were 
capable of giving a great deal of efficiency. 
With regard to certain types of the improved 
open fires there had been a sevenfold in- 
crease in the last three years. Mr. Noel- 
Baker had rather overstated the position 
when he said that 900,000 of these improved 
appliances were supplied during the last 
year. The real figure was 700,000, but that 
was an enormous increase compared with 
two. years ago, when there were only 
200,000 going up in the homes of this 
country. They were doing as much as they 
could to get the necessary materials for the 
manufacturers of fires, and this year they 
were hopeful that the figure might rise to 
almost 900,000. 

In the industrial sphere, the Government 
were doing what they could to ensure that 
the supply of fuel-saving equipment and of 
the materials for insulation were adequate, 
and they considered that, in view of the 
quick return which was normally yielded, 
a great many firms would insulate their 
factories and install fuel-saving equipment 
in their own interests and from their own 
funds. This would take up the bulk of the 
equipment and materials likely to be avail- 
able in the immediate future. There were, 
jhowever, some firms who, for one reason 
or another, might not feel able to devote 
eapital resources of their own for this pur- 
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Pose, but who, none the less, could save sup. 
stantial quantities of fuel if loans, say fo, 
three, four or five years, were made available 
to them. The Government were accordingly 
informing industry, through the appropriate 
epresentative bodies, that they were pre- 
pared to make arrangements whereby ey. 
perimentally, for one year in the first place 
a sum of £1 million would be made avail. 
able at full commercial rates for loans to 
such firms. This sum would cover both 
the structural insulation of factories built 
before a date to be prescribed, and the insta}. 
lation, again by a prescribed date, of ap- 
proved equipment, which would save a yb. 
stantial amount of fuel. 


School Building 


On March 6, MR. JAMES JOHNSON asked 
the Minister of Education if she would give 
the total value of building licences issued 
to independent schools for work done in 
their premises during 1951; and what was 
the value of building work licences for 195). 

Miss HorsBRUGH said that during 195} 
building licences to the value of £1,979,000 
were issued by the Ministry of Works on 
the recommendation of her Department, 
She estimated that about half of this total 
was for work, at independent schools. No 
figures were yet available for 1952. 

In answer to MR. CHETWYND, Miss Hors- 
BRUGH said that between April 1, 1945, and 
October 1 last, 341,330 primary and 294,775 
secondary school places were completed. 
553. new primary and 137 new secondary 


schools were completed in the same period, 


Statue to General Smuts 


Mr. Ecctes, Minister of Works, announced 
in the House of Commons on March 11 that 


a resolution would shortly be laid befere 


the House to consider a humble Address to 
the Queen praying for directions to erect 
the memorial to General Smuts. 

Mr. Eccles was replying to a question by 
Mr. WILLIAM SHEPHERD about the progress 
with the erection of a statue to General 
Smuts. Mr. Eccves further stated that Lord 
Harlech had agreed to preside over the selec- 
tion committee, and that Mr. Attlee and Mr. 
Clement Davies had agreed to serve on it. 


Budget Effects 


During the debates on the Budget reso- 
lutions on March 12 and 13, many of 
the effects of the new proposals were 
discussed. 

Mr. Danes, a Labour member, asked the 
Government to realise the consequences of 
their financial policy in relation to house 
ownership in general. He said he did not 
think it was an over-estimate to say that 
by the end of the year they would be faced 
with an increase in the building society 
mortgage rate to 5 per cent. He did not 
think that members realised, either, that that 
was largely a false figure, because in most 
building society schemes the interest was 
added at the beginning of the year and all 
the subsequent payments of capital were not 
taken off the interest charge. He had found 


‘by careful examination that the effective rate 


was about 54 to 54 per cent. 

But it was not only new business that was 
involved. Practically all the building socie 
ties had escape clauses under which they 
could raise the interest rate for existing 
mortgages. Therefore, the Government had, 
in pursuit of a dearer money policy, not 
only increased the outgoings on new mott- 
gages but increased them also on the whole 
range of existing mortgages. 

CAPTAIN HEWITSON (Labour) argued that 
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ditional tax of 74d. a gallon on petrol 
be ht oils would have a terrible effect 
on the paint industry of the country. 


Compulsory Use of Fireguards 


On March 14 the House of Commons gave 
4 unanimous second reading to a Bill to 
make compulsory the use of safety fireguards 
for electric and gas fires and oil stoves. 


BRICK PRODUCTION 


Qn March 14, Mr. MULLEY raised the 
yestion of brick production. He said that 
in 1938 the total production of bricks was 
7900 million, of which 2,640 million were 
Flettons. In 1950 the total production was 
5921 million, of which 2,040 million were 
Flettons. Approximately an increase of 30 
per cent. all round was wanted if we were 
to get up to the level of 1938. The im- 
mediate need, perhaps, was an annual rate 
of about 7,000 million bricks, with 7,400 
million as a long-term target. He urged 








that a Committee should be set up to go 
into the matter. y 

Mr. Ecctes, the Minister of Works, said 
that nothing which he could do would have 
the same effect as the knowledge that the 
Minister for Housing had taken the lid off 
the number of houses that were to be built. 
The confidence in the minds of the producers 
of bricks that the demand was there was 
worth all the little help and little 
maneuvres that a Minister and his advisers 
could undertake. It could not be a coin- 
cidence that when the number of houses 
was planned down to 200,000 a year by 
the Labour Government the brick producers 
produced exactly the number of bricks 
required for that total of houses. That was 
to say, at the end of every one of the last 
three years brick stocks had been almost 
exactly the same—one weeks’ supply and 
no more. The industry knew that it could 
not go beyond what the great authorities 
in Whitehall said, and that must be the 
reason why production exactly matched up 
to this total of houses, which was held down 
by Government decision. _, 

Continuing, he said that in January, 541 
million bricks were produced, against 480 
million in January, 1950, and 485 million 
in January, 1951. That was a considerable 
jump. It had largely been done because 
confidence had been restored. He believed 
that upward trend would continue. If it 
did, they would get 6,500 million bricks 
this year. 

He was opposed to setting a fixed target. 
It did not seem to make any sense, partly, 
of course, because there were substitutes for 
bricks. They could economise in the use 
of bricks; they could use more concrete con- 
struction; they could use fewer bricks on 
the inside of a house. But he was not in 
favour of it. Building in bricks was tradi- 
tional, English and more beautiful than 
building in other materials, and he hoped 
and believed that the brick industry would 
Tise to its opportunities and that they would 
not have to go in for a tremendous pro- 
gramme of substitutes. 

There were some direct economies to be 
made, of course. The extravagance in the 
use of bricks on power stations was on the 
outside of the stations, which had been 
built like cathedrals and, in some cases, had 

N encased in eight million bricks. 

_ They did not need a Committee to look 
into this question. Brick producers would 
do their job better if he let them look after 
themselves, and if the Minister of Housing 
kept up his orders, rather than if he inter- 
fered with them day in and day out. 
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POOR DEMAND FOR 
WALLBOARD 
W.I.D.M.A. Annual Dinner 


TTTHE annual dinner of the Wallboard 

Importers’, Distributors’ and Merchants’ 
Association of the U.K. was held at 
Grosvenor House, London, on March 18. 
Mr. CLIFFORD B. NortTH, president, was in 
the chair. 

Proposing the toast of “Our Guests,” Mr. 
North said that during the past year the fibre 
board trade had experienced increases in 
production, in prices, sales and even con- 
sumption. Unfortunately, however, these 
trends were in most cases followed by corres- 
ponding decreases. At the moment the trade 
found itself with ample stocks and a poor 
demand. Since the war, he continued, the 
trade had made remarkable progress, in 
which W.I.D.M.A. had played an increasing 
part. The immediate aim of every section 
of the trade must now be to further increase 
consumption in Great Britain. The sale of 
fibre board in this country per head of popu- 
lation lagged far behind that of many other 
countries. 

Although restrictions had been reimposed 
upon their business activities, said the presi- 
dent, they were not so severe as they 
had originally been and the Government 
Departments concerned had intimated that 
they wished to interfere as little as possible. 
He hoped the trade would co-operate to avoid 
further restrictions. ' 

Mr. ARCHIBALD CRAWFORD, Q.C., replied to 
Mr. North. The toast of “ The Chairman ” 
was proposed by Mr. A. REGINALD ALVIN, 
immediate past-president of the Association. 

At the annual general meeting held the 
following morning, Mr. Alan R. Kingsley 
was elected the new president of W.I.D.M.A. 


Lectures on Structural Adhesives 

The lectures given in Cambridge at the 
summer school on the technology of synthetic 
resin adhesives held by Aero Research, Ltd., 
Duxford, last year have been published by 
Lange, Maxwell and Springer, Ltd., 41-45, 
Neal-street, W.C.2, price 21s. 
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SAFETY ON BUILDING 


SITES 

Chief Inspector’s Annual Report 

[THE total number of reported accidents 

at building operations under the Fac- 
tories Act during 1950, was 13,302, an 
increase of 1,525 on the 1949 figure of 11,777, 
states the Annual Report of the Chief Inspec- 
tor of Factories for the year 1950, just pub- 
lished (H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. 6d.). 
Fatal accidents were 191 as against 183 in 
1949. This increase of 13 per cent. in the total 
number, continues the report, may be partly 
explained by the fact that more builders 
than ever before are reporting accidents, and 
that there has been some increase in build- 
ing activity over the period. 

On the subject of intial design, the report 
States that in the construction of new fac- 
tory buildings, and, indeed, in many instances 
where there have been extensions to and 
reorganisation in existing premises, increasing 
attention is being paid to principles of good 
design, such as the elimination of pillars, 
the provision of higher ceilings and much 
more window space. 

Referring to the Building (Safety, Health 
and Welfare) Regulations, 1948, the report 
states that compliance by the larger firms of 
contractors, particularly as regards the pro- 
vision of sound and properly protected 
scaffolding, is improving steadily and the 
smaller contractors are in general making 
efforts to provide better plant and equipment, 
although their ideas of what is required are 
often rather less than those visualised by the 
regulations. The obligations of contractors 
with respect to the safety of their own 
employees are becoming better appreciated 
and sub-contractors are beginning to realise 
that they cannot escape their responsibilities 
by relying on clauses in their contracts which 
require other contractors to provide them 
with scaffolding, etc. 


The report continues:— Shortage of 
timber is often a cause of genuine difficulty 
in obtaining compliance with the require- 
ments concerning widths of platforms and 
provision of toe-boards. Substitute mater- 
ials for scaffold boards have been produced, 
but have not proved satisfactory. This 
shortage, allied to the poor quality of much 
of the imported timber, has led to several 
accidents and, where conscientious contrac- 
tors test the timber before use, to the rejec- 
tion of considerable quantities of material. 
Cases have been reported in which as much 
as 60 per cent. of the timber tested has had 
to be rejected. 


The increasing use of hoists has so far 
been a most noticeable feature of mechanisa- 
tion on building sites, the simplicity of their 
construction appearing to render them suit- 
able for use by unskilled labour. They 
present, however, a potentially serious risk, 
although the accidents have not been numer- 
ous. The great majority are friction-driven 
and seem very simple to operate and 
maintain, the lowering of the platform being 
normally under gravity. This appearance of 
simplicity has led to failure to appreciate 
the need for proper maintenance, and opera- 
tion by competent and responsible drivers. 
The resulting neglect and abuse (usually 
through ignorance and not through intent) 
has been the cause of several failures of the 
Ppassenger-carrying type. 

It is reported that in spite of the increasing 
use of electricity for various purposes in 
building there has not been an upward trend 
in the number of electrical accidents. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Building Surveyors’ Institute 

The Secretary of the Building Surveyors’ 
Institute, whose inaugural meeting was re- 
ported in our issue of March 14, is Mr. 
G. A. Wain. His address is 18, Moffatt-road, 
Olive-grove, Sheffield, 2. 


Rating Surveyors’ Meeting 

A paper entitled “ Valuations for Rating,” 
was given by Mr. H. D. S. Stiles, T.D., 
F.R.LC.S., at a rating surveyors’ general 
meeting, held at the R.I.C.S., Great George- 
street, S.W.1, on March 18. 


Prizes for Plasterer Apprentices 


The British Plaster Board, Ltd. has 
offered to provide 20 boxes of tools annually 
as prizes for apprentices. A brass plate with 
the name of each winner is to be given with 
each prize. This is part of a scheme for 
encouraging apprentices to increase their 
skill and efficiency. 


A Model Shop 


Wrexham Town Council has designed a 
model butcher’s shop on hygienic lines to 
enable the tenant to comply with the clean- 
food bye-laws of the town. The shop was 
designed by the borough surveyor’s depart- 
ment in co-operation with the chief sanitary 
inspector. 


Direct Labour Force Disbanded 


Wandsworth Borough Council has 
approved a recommendation of its general 
purposes committee that the entire direct 
labour force employed by the council on 
housing maintenance should be disbanded. 
In January, 1950, the council decided to re- 
duce the direct labour’ force to two squads 
of not more than 60 men each. 


Wind-pewer Generator for B.E.A. 


The British Electricity Authority has 
received the formal consent of the Minister 
of Fuel and Power to the erection of a wind- 
driven power generator at Mynydd 
Annelwog, Aberdaron, Caernarvonshire. 
The machine, known as the Anemo, will be 
of 100 Kw. capacity, and will be erected 
temporarily near St. Albans, where it will 
undergo tests. 


South Bank Helicopter Survey 


A survey of the Festival site on the South 
Bank was made on March 17 by Govern- 
ment officials and civil aviation experts to 
examine its possibilities as a Central London 
air terminal for helicopters. Approaches 
to the site were studied from the air by 
Officiais flying in a B.E.A. helicopter, while 
others watched from the ground and listened 
to the noise of the aircraft’s engines. If 
the site is chosen, it is unlikely to be used 
by B.E.A. until they put twin-engined 
helicopters imto service. 

Carpenters’ Dinner 

The Incorporated British Institute of 
Certified Carpenters held their annual: dinner 
at the Aldwych Brasserie, London, on 
March 15. The toast af “The Institute ” 
was proposed by Mr. A. G. Raven, past- 
president, London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works. Mr. P. J. 
Barton, chairman of the council, responded. 
Other speakers included Mr. W. T. Sweett, 
vice-president of the Institute, Mr. J. C. 
Hodge (Guild of Bricklayers) and Mr. E. E. 


Brockwell, vice-president and hon. treasurer . 


of the Institute. 
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THE COST OF BUFLDING 
Reprint of “The Builder” Charts 


To meet the many requests for 
additional copies of the Charts and 
Data relating to Wages, Materials and 
the Cost of Building over the period 
1914 to date, it has been arranged 
to reprint this information (which 
has been prepared by Mr. H. J. Ven- 
ning, F.R.I.C.S., and is copyright to 
The Builder). Copies of these Charts, 
printed on thin card, may be obtained 
from the Publisher, The Builder 
House, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, price 6d. each. Threepence 
should be added for postage and pack- 
ing for any number of copies up to 12. 











Training for Teachers of Technical Subjects 


The Manchester and District Advisory 
Council for Further Education are to hold 
evening courses of training for part-time 
teachers of technical subjects during the 
summer session, 1952. The courses will be 
held in Bolton and Manchester, and applica- 
tion forms may be obtained from the 
Honorary Secretary, Education Offices, 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3. 


Teaching of Building Construction 


The Yorkshire Educational Association 
for the Building Industry has issued a 
pamphlet on the Teaching of Building Con- 
struction, Mathematics and Science in Senior 
Courses. It is a summary of the principal 
conclusions of a study group set up in 1949 
to discuss items of interest to those con- 
cerned with building education. Copies may 
be obtained from 35, Park-square, Leeds, 1. 


St. Albans Development Plan 


The building of some 5,000 new houses 
and 100 shops is proposed under a develop- 
ment plan for St. Albans prepared by Hert- 
fordshire County Council. The plan also 
provides for a covered market and 17 new 
schools, including an art school. Eighty- 
eight acres of land have been set aside for 
industry. Local and national government 
offices will be concentrated in a new civic 
centre, and the road improvements envisaged 
inchide a by-pass for long-distance north- 
south traffic new using the main London- 
Birmingham road through the centre of the 
city. 
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R.LC.S. List of Members Maintena 
The Royal Institution of Chartered Su The Br 
veyors, i2, Great George-street, We ae 
minster, S.W.1, have published a suppl ciatl iy 
mentary list of members in place of g full gps 
list for 1952. This is an interim measy, Be Cos 
to enable full corporate membership of yf 1% a 
Institution in 1952 to be ascertained, ome 
Scholarships Abroad, 1952-53 Ironfoun 
The British Council has published a hay — 
book giving details of some 90 scholarshj To sf 
offered by 15 foreign governments and yy; ment © ? 
versities to British students for the academj, sown 
year 1952-53. The scholarships in most ca wat 
correspond to those offered by the Britis ret 
Council to students from these countrix Mal 2 of 
Further information, and application forms, series 
may be obtained from the Controller, Educ. Paint-Sp: 
tion Division, the British Council, 65, Davie. ' 
street, W.1. een 
Proposed Range of Paint Colours Brixton 
The Paint Industry Colour Ranges Conf ' July 
mittee, Grosvenor Gardens House, Gro. intended 
venor-gardens, S.W.1, has, in consultations Pemence 
with the British Standards Institution, th fedge ar 
British Colour Council, and the Pain Further 
Research Association, compiled a single op Sete!" 
ordinated range of colours. The committe: 56-57, B 
regard the acceptance of a single code as, Bourner 
matter of urgency, but they point out thy 
no such colour range will be agreed until jt The s 
has been found acceptable to Government og 
Departments and other bodies concerned, ain 
Northern Ireland Cement Supplies a ag 
Northern Ireland is to increase its manu: OSS fi 
facture of cement, thus relying less o built ins 
supplies from England. The Minister of 
Finance, Major J. M. Sinclair, announces British 
that his negotiations with Associated Port The 
land Cement Manufacturers have been recently 
successfully concluded, and a new kiln is to Standar 
be installed in about a year at the com- for He 
pany’s Magheramorne’ works, County Water | 
Antrim, which, with existing capacity, wil of Test 
provide about 90 per cent. of Northem Boards 
Ireland’s total cement requirements. BS.499 
Smoke Abatement Society’s Appeal 6 
A letter on behalf of the National Smoke Alloy 
Abatement Society was published in The Standat 
Times on March 4. The letter drew atten- Dept 
tion to the work of the society for public : 
health and amenities and for ending the Liverp¢ 
“smoke tax.” Although the society’s mem- vee 
bership includes numerous representative aiorat 
bodies and individuals, it is independent of the fi 
any particular interests, and its work is iecars 
crippled by lack of funds and anxiety about has be 
the future. The letter concluded by inviting salam 
further subscriptions or grants. Further aii 
particulars may be obtained from Chandos ie alk 
House, Buckingham Gate, Westminstet, talties 
S.W.1. capital 
Private Building Licences, Coventry pi 
Coventry Housing Committee has & the a 
pressed alarm at the number of private 
building licences which are being returned. Housi 
in some cases when the work has reached Bec: 
an advanced stage, and the committe rather 
attributed part of this to the fact that some were 
builders had taken on more work than they essent 
had the capacity to handle. The result has (Glam 
been that work started has been left for “The 
months while certain builders, abandoning made 
work for a long period, later demanded to the 
deposits to cover increased material costs. Act w 
The committee strongly urges licence holders this v 
to obtain a clause in their agreement with Mr. | 
builders to ensure that work on the house thoug 
proceeds at a satisfactory rate. Out th 
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Maintenance of Clay Structures 


The Brick and Tile Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation of Canada, 57, Bloor-street West, 
Toronto 5, Ontario, has issued, in the Decem- 
ber issue of “ Technical Notes on Brick and 
Tile Construction,” an article on the main- 
tenance of clay masonry structures. 


fronfoundries’ Service to Britain 


Founded on Fact, An Industry’s Service 
To The Nation, is a brief and simple state- 
ment of the major significance to Great 
Britain of the ironfoundry and iron casting 
industry. This booklet, published by the 
Council of Ironfoundry Associations, 14, Pall 
Mall, London, S.W.1, is illustrated by a 
series of graphic sketches by J. A. Lobban. 


Paint-Spraying Course 

The third course on spray-painting for 
painters and decorators is to be held at the 
Brixton School of Building from April 21 
to July 15, 1952. These courses are 
intended for craftsmen with adequate ex- 
perience who wish to broaden their know- 
{edge and skill in this branch of the trade. 
Further details may be obtained from the 
Secretary, L.C.C. Brixton School of Building, 
56-57, Barrington-road, Brixton, S.W.2. 


Bournemouth Coast Protection Schemes 


The second and third of the Bournemouth 
Corporation’s schemes of coast protection 
have been confirmed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, subject to 
a slight modification to scheme No. 3. The 
two schemes provide for an extension of 
2,575 ft. to the concrete “toe” now being 
built at the base of the cliff. 


British Standards 
The British Standards Institution has 
recently issued the following British 


Standards: B:S.855, “‘ Welded Steel Boilers 
for Hot Water Central Heating and Hot 
Water Supply,” price 6s.; B.S.1811, “ Methods 
of Test of Wood Chip Boards, Wood Waste 
Boards and Similar Boards,” price 2s.; 
BS.499, ‘Scheme of Symbols for Welding,” 
price 6s.; and Addendum No. 1 to B.S.1161, 
“Notes on Aluminium and Aluminium 
Alloy Sections.” Copies of each of these 
Standards are obtainable from the Sales 
Dept., B.S.I., 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


Liverpool Housing Allocations 


Liverpool City Council has decided to 
allocate to private enterprise one quarter of 
the first provisional allocation of 1,592 
houses to the city. The housing committee 
has been notified that an additional 1,000 
houses is allocated, but no decision has been 
teached as to the number of these that will 
be allocated to private builders. The com- 
Mittee has estimated for an expenditure on 
capital account for the coming year of 
£5,576,650 for new housing develepments, 
compared with its estimate of £4,623.600 for 
the year just ending. 


Housing Repairs Delayed 

Because builders preferred to build houses 
father than do repair work, householders 
were finding it extremely difficult to get 
essential repairs carried out, Port Talbot 
(Glam.) sanitary committee was told recently. 

There is not much point in having orders 
made to enforce people to carry out repairs 
to their property under the Public Health 
Act when it is so difficult to get men to do 
this work,” said the chief sanitary inspector, 
Mr. G. A. Morgan, who added that he 
thought the position was the same through- 
out the country. 
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BUILDING EXHIBITION AT 
MANCHESTER 


To Be Opened by Mr. Hugh Molson 


R. HUGH MOLSON, Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Ministry of Works, 

will open the 19th Manchester Building 

Trades Exhibition on March 25. Councillor 

William Collingson, J.P., Lord Mayor of 

Manchester, will be the chairman at the 
opening ceremony. 

A large number of firms and organisations 
connected with the industry will have stands 
at the Exhibition, including the following:— 

The Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research will show how cranes may be 
used to increase the speed of housebuilding, 
and also the development of a lightweight 
aerated concrete. The possibility of using 
a crane to reduce costly fetching and carry- 
ing has been investigated thoroughly at ex- 
perimental sites and the exhibit shows that 
much time and money can be saved by using 
the crane to place materials next to the work- 
man when and where he wants them. The 
exhibit demonstrates the uses of aerated con- 
crete and gives practical information on the 
handling of the material on site. Among the 
points covered are the best methods of stack- 
ing aerated concrete blocks, the types of 
mortar suited for use with them and the 
ease with which the blocks can be sawn 
or chiselled to any desired shape. 

A display of standard-size, flush and panel 
doors will be shown by F. Hills and Sons, 
Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. Other exhibits of 
this firm include Duraply commercial-grade 
plywood, decorative veneers, Duraform for 
concrete shuttering, and hardwood block 
flooring. 

Centulith wood-wool roofing slabs have 
been used by Century Wallboards, Ltd., for 
their stand. This roofing section, which is 
3 in. thick, consists of steel-reinforced slabs 
of wood fibres cement bonded under pres- 
sure. 

Specimen runs of chain-link fencing and 
gates in various heights, meshes and gauges 
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will be exhibited by Penfold Fencing and 
Engineering, Ltd., Imperial Works, Watford. 
The company’s display will also include 
photographs of recently completed contracts. 

The Kingley range of copper tube fittings 
for both surface and underground work is 
to be shown by Kings Langley Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Kings Langley, Hertfordshire. 
Assembly demonstrations will be given and 
the jointing tested by a series of pressure 


tests. The firm will also be showing flange 
fittings. 
Among the special exhibits by The 


Rawlplug Co., Ltd., Rawlplug House, Crom- 
well-road, S.W.7, will be full-size models 
showing the practical application of Rawl- 
oops, Rawlties and Rawlhangers. These 
devices are used in the erection and dis- 
mantling of timber and metal shuttering for 
concrete work. There will also be demon- 
strations of the various ways of using Rawl- 
nuts, which have been recently redesigned 
by forming a sealed end for protecting the 
screw against corrosion. 


DUBLIN’S PLANNING SCHEME 
Decision May Affect Housing 


THE DECISION of three Irish High Court 
judges that “ Dublin’s town-planning scheme 
must be prepared now” has caused con- 
sternation in Dublin, where it is said that 
to carry out this 16-year-old plan would 
cost the ratepayers well over £50,000,000. 

City councillors assert that the scheme, 
if put into operation now, might seriously 
hamper the housing programme. “Thvugh 
town planning is, eventually, of the first 
importance to the city, our housing schemes 
should be given priority,” one councillor 
said. 

While Dublin Corporation is seeking a 
way around the immediate problem, city 
builders and property owners acclaim the 
High Court decision as a solution to their 
problems. Previously they could not be 
sure that their improvements would meet 
with the town planners’ approval. So new, 
or improved, houses, factories, cinemas, or 
hotels built before the housing scheme was 
under way might have been liable at any 
time to demelition. 

Now many builders are going ahead on 
plans that are over ten years old. 


NEW TOWNS’ FINANCES 
£14m. Needed this Year 


THE ACCOUNTS of the new towns for 
1950-51 which were recently published, 
show that total advances to the development 
corporations amounted to £11,113,330 at 
March 31, 1951, of which £5,122,500 was 
paid in 1950-51. Advances in 1951-52 are 
estimated at £14m. 

It is estimated that the total liability which 
may eventually have to be met by the 
Exchequer in connection with the develop- 
ment corporations so far established will be 
between £225m. and £250m., and that by the 
time this expenditure has been incurred 
repayment of advances may have amounted 
to £20m. 


Report of Engineers’ Appointments Bureau 


In their Annual Report for 1951, the Pro- 
fessional Engineers’ Appointments Bureau, 
9, Victoria-street, Westminster, S.W.1, say 
that the general shortage of qualified engin- 
eers may be a contributory cause of the 
decrease in registrations. @verseas vacan- 
eies, mainly for Africa, India and Pakistan, 
form approximately 30 per cent. of the total 
notified. 
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TRADE NEWS 
Opportunities at Coventry 


The City Architect and Planning Officer 
of Coventry would welcome information on 
building materials and products, and 
especially new ideas, to be used in conjunc- 
tion with the large building programme now 
being undertaken and for the Departmental 
Library. 

Will firms send information and samples 
to Mr. Donald Gibson, C.B.E., A.R.I.B.A., 
Bull Yard, Coventry, in the first instance; 
interviews will be arranged in suitable cases 
by appointment. 


Theft of “ Securex ” Fittings 


Messrs. J. Lyons and Co., Ltd., state that 
they have recently suffered a loss of 
“Securex” fittings valued at about £1,400. 
The fittings consisted of 14-in. and 14-in. 
pitcher tees; 14-in. and 4-in. bent connec- 
tions; and 4-in. straight connections, and 
were stolen from a firm in the neighbour- 
hood of Harlesden. It is possible these may 
be offered for sale and Messrs. Lyons request 
that, should any such offer be received, they 
should be notified at their Enquiry Depart- 
ment, 8/9, Great Newport-street, W.C.2. 


New Black Adhesive 


Dunlop Special Products, St. James House, 
St. James’-street, S.W.1, have now made 
available a new black adhesive, S§.480, for 
use in floor-laying. 


New Branch Office 


J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd., Franklin House, 
37, Red Lion-street, High Holborn, W.C.1., 
lightning conductor specialists and church 
spire restorers, have opened a branch office 
at 13, Castle-street, Salisbury, Wiltshire. 


Prosperity Through Production 


An interesting drive throughout the indus- 
try has been launched by Wolf Electrical 
Tools, Ltd., who, in an endeavour to con- 
tribute their personal efforts to a national 
problem, have preduced a film strip in full 
colour to be shown in industrial areas 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

The general purpose of the film, which 
will be available to individual firms whose 
work or interest is with the use of portable 
electric tools, is to point out that the correct 
tool, when used for a particular purpose 
in conjunction with maintenance and usage 
of correct components, will ensure the 
saving of essential man hours, and thereby 
contribute directly to higher production and 
the well-being of individual workers. When 
the film was shown recently at Reading, no 
fewer than 500 works operatives attended. 


New Flashing Metal 


The British Aluminium Co., Ltd., Norfolk 
House, St. James’s-square, S.W.1, demon- 
strated the working of Super Purity in alu- 
minium for flashing and general roof work 
at the opening of Kingsworthy Primary 
School, Winchester, on March 6. Conical 
roll method of jointing was specified by 
Mr. Simpson Low, A.R.I.B.A., Hampshire 
County Architect, and the fixing contractors 
were Builders Iron and Zincwork, Ltd. This 
new flashing metal may be used in the tradi- 
tional manner by craftsmen plumbers. 

The sheeting of the two roofs is laid on 
wood-wool slabs, with an underlay of felt. 
Two tons of 22 s.w.g. Super Purity Alu- 
minium, covering area of 7,500 sq. ft., were 
used for the roofing of the school. The 
roof of the assembly hall has the single lock 
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welt joint between overcloak and under- 
cloak, dressed down one side of the conical 
batten rell. The lean-to roof of the class- 
room block has the conical roll. used with 
a capping piece, a method common in the 
United States but only occasionally seen in 
this country. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Clarke Bros. (Leamington), Ltd. (504,551). Regd. 
Feb. 19, 150, Parade, Leamington Spa, Warwicks, 
bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: A. Clarke and 
Elizabeth J. Clarke, Hill Farm, Ufton, Rugby. 

Hennessey Brothers, Ltd. (504566). Regd. Feb. 
19, Prospect-ter., Newcastle-under-Lyme, bldrs. and 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dit.: T. 
Hennessey, 4, _ Enderley- St., Neweastle- under-Lyme. 

J. T. Moss & Son, Ltd. (504572). Regd. Feb. 19, 
87, Park Hall Ay Dulwich, S.E.21, bldrs. =< con- 
tractors, ete. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: H. E. Moss, 
31, Eversley- rd., S.E.19. 

Dash & Co. (Builders), Ltd. (504604). Regd. Feb. 
20, 133, High-st., Gosport, Hants. Nom. cap.: 
£2,250.. Dir.: T. G. Dash, %, Privett-rd., Gosport. 

R. W. Dowman, Ltd. (504693). Regd. Feb. 21, 
bldr., contractor, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: 

W. Dowman, Rotherwood, Hotley. rd, Sholing, 


Southampton. 

Appleton & Lane, Ltd. (504700). Regd. Feb. 21, 
209, Norfolk-cres., Sidcup, Kent, bldrs. and_con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: E. C. Lane. 

Monk and Gellert, Ltd. (504721). Regd. Feb. 22, 
bldrs. and decorators, etc, Nom. cap. : £1 i Dir. : 
L. Monk, 298, Philip-la., Tottenham, N.1 

S. J. Franklin and Co. (Builders), Lita. (504758). 
Regd. Feb. 23, 3-4, Gt. Winchester- st., E.C.2. Nom. 





cap. : £10,000. Dir. : S. J. Franklin, 40, The Ridge- 
way, Chingford, E.4. 
F. Burrell], Ltd. (504,779). Regd. Feb. 25, 1a, 


Seely- -rd., Tooting, S.W.17, ee etc. Nom. cap.: 
£500. ir.: B.-A. Burrell, . Hillside, Banstead, 
Surrey. 

S. Curnock and Son, Ltd. (504799). Regd. 


Feb. 25, 14-15, Triangle South, Clifton, Bristol, 8, 
bidrs. =e contractors. Nom. big £1,000. Dir.: 
R. G. Jones, 17b, Apsley-rd., Clifton, Bristol, 8 
“R. W. Rumble (Gt. Britain), Ltd. (504823). 
Feb. 26, bidis. and bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. ' Mellor, 87, Duke-st., 
Grosvenor-sq., W.1 
E. Welch, Ltd. 


(504840). Regd. Feb. 27, 143, Hill- 
morton-rd. tad bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. E. Welch. 

baer |e 1 wll and Co., Ltd. (504852). Regd. 


Feb. 27, Bercol-hse., 452a, Romford-rd., Forest Gate, 
E.7, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000 


Dir.: Edna M. Seymour, 24, Aidersbrook-rd.. Manor 
Park, E.12. 

G. Bowles and Sons, Ltd. (504883). Regd. Feb. 
28, 107, Gateford-rd., 


Worksop, Notts., bldr. and 
E. E. H. 


contractor. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Miss E. 
Bowles, Malvern-hse., 13, The Baulk, “Worksop. 

L. Hayward (Builders), Ltd. (504897). Regd. 
Feb. 28, 3, Grove-ave., Gosport. Nom. cap.: £2,000 
Dir.: L. C. Hayward. 

Wolco (London), Ltd. (504926). Regd. Feb. 28, 


1, Oxford-rd., N.W.6, bidrs.. etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 


Dir.: K. Wolff, 87, Olive- rd., N.W.2. 

W. W. Martin (Thanet), Ltd. (504927). Regd. 
Feb. 28, Dane Park-rd., Ramsgate, Kent, bldrs., 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.;: A. W. 


Martin, Barnjet, Park: rd., Broadstairs. 
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D.S.LR. at Glasgow Exhibition 


(THE D.S.I.R. stand at the Building and 

Civil Engineering Exhibition, Glasgow, 
will show some of the work of three of its 
laboratories, the Building Research Station, 
the Fuel Research Station and the Road 
Research Laboratory. All of them have 
branches in Scotland at Thortonhall, near 
Glasgow. The work shown has a particular 
interest for Scotland. 


The use of tower cranes, which can reduce 
the labour spent on fetching and carrying 
in building houses by as much as two-thirds, 
will be the main B.R.S. exhibit. The F.R.S. 
will show how domestic heating appliances 
are tested and will have a stove actually 
under test on the stand. A method of 
making road surfacings suitable for remote 
areas, the construction of fences to keep 
snowdrifts off the road, and details of full- 
scale experiments now being carried out in 
Ayrshire are some of the subjects in the 
R.R.L. section. 


Tower cranes, used up to now for the 
largest buildings, are being tested by the 
B.R.S. for ordinary house builfling. Much 
more work needs to be done to find out 
what the possibilities of the cranes are and 
what difficulties have to be overcome if the 
machines are to be used on housing sites 
in this country. This work can be done 
only with the co-operation of the building 
industry. Part of the purpose of the exhibit 
is to enlist this help. 


The B.R.S. will also show an exhibit on 
parapet walls. 

An openable stove actually under test will 
be one of the appliances using solid fuel to 
be shown on the F,R.S. stand. Visitors will 
be able to see how its efficiency is assessed. 
They will be shown how the radiation, the 
warm air and the hot water produced are 
measured separately. Appliances which pass 
the tests are placed on a special list from 
which purchasers are recommended to 
choose. 

The exhibition will take place in the 
Kelvin Hall from March 26 to April 12 
next. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dumbarton.—Townend Hospital Management 
Committee propose construction of two corridors to 
link existing hospital buildings tegether. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for 68 houses 
for which the — is Donald Raey (F.), 
Torrence House, East Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
architects for alterations and additions to be 
carried out by The United Dairies, Ltd., at Albert- 
drive, Pollokshields. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new scheme for The 
Riverside Milling Co.. Ltd., which will be carried 
out at Shearer-st. The architects are Elder and 
Kitchen, Hull. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions to be carried out at 173-175, Sauchie- 
hall-st. for Alexander Biggar, Ltd. The architects 
are Honeyman, Jack and Robertson (F. & A.), 9, 
Bata-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new works at The 
King George V Dock, Shieldhall, for which the 
architects are Frank Burnet, Boston and Bell (F. & 
A.), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Ministry of Fuel and Power has 
approved an extension to Clyde’s Mill power station 
at est. cost of £3m. Work will take four years. 

Glasgow.—Dean of Guild Court has approved 
plans for erection of 116 flats for old people at 
Milton, Barlanark, Liddesdale-ter., and  Mar- 
mulloch. Plans for two schools at Cranhil] Milton, 
Crookston and Blairdardie to cost £70,000, have 
also been approved. 

Glenrothes.—Development Corperation to build 93 
houses at Auchmuty (First Housing) Development. 

Greenock,—Plans to be prepared for shops, etc., 
which are to be erected on ground between Lincoln 
and Oxford-rds., and for which the architect is 
Robert L. Rankine, A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.I., Old 
Harbour Trust Offices, a Se Ie om Wallace- 
sq., Greenock. 

Kilmarnock.—Western Regional Hospital Board, 
64, West Regent-st., Glasgow, C.2, propese erection 
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of two ward blocks and an extension to nurse 
home at Kirklandside Hospital. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new works 
for a firm of London manufacturers at Queenslie 
Industrial estates. The architects are North and 
Partners, Queen-st., Maidenhead. 

Sutheriand.—C.C. propose to erect new 
secondary schoo] at Helmsdale. 

Wick.—Plans for layout of new housing scheme, 
comprising 56 houses, at Willowbank, have received 


T.C. approval. 
FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this anda 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
‘D this list see previous issues. Those_with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


junior 


BUILDING 


MARCH 24. 
By garg B.C.—34 flats at Mardale-rd. B.E. & 


5. Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 26, 

*tNorthumberland C.C.—Eight cottages; 10 farm- 
stead units; conversion of two cottages into houses 
and alterations to farmsteads at West Heddon 
estate, nr. Heddon-on-the-Wall. W. Dixon & Son, 
architects, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 
; *tNorthumberland C.€.—Sieel-framed farm  build- 
ings at West Heddon estate, nr. Heddon-on-the- 
Wall, W. Dixon & Son, architects, 1, Collingwood- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 

MARCH 27. 

*tBeds Standing Joint Com.—26 police houses on 

various sites. County A., Bedford. 
MARCH 238. 

Le and Coombe B.C.—Eight flats at Potters- 
*Ploughley R.D.C —Eight houses at Charlton-on- 
Otmoor. F. E. Openshaw (A.), 65, St. Giles-st. 
Oxford. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 29, 
*tUppingham R.D.C.—34 houses and eight flats 
at Leicester-rd. housing site, Uppingham, Pick, 


olga 2 Keay & Gimson, architects, 6, Millstone- 
Leicester. Dep. £3. 

“s+ West Sussex C€.C.—Adaptation of occupational 

centre for additions to Blind Home, Worthing. 
County A., Chichester. 


MARCH 31. 

*Bath T.C.—10 houses at Brookfield Park, Weston. 
City Planning Officer, 7, North Parade-bldgs. 

Bideford T.C.—Ten houses at Pynes-la. BS.. 
Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

Brackley T.C.—18 «dwellings, 2 bungalows and 2 
flats with shops under. J. H. Stevens, architect, 
2a, Banbury-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

Glenrothes Development Corporation.—93 houses 
at Auchmuty. Secretary, Glenrothes, nr. Markinch, 


Fife. 

Keith T.C.—Four houses at Mar-pl. B.S., Burgh 
Offices. 

Sodbury R.D.C.—18 houses at Filton-ave. E. & 


8., Council Offices, Chipping Sodbury. 

*tSouth Western Regional Hospital Board.— Addi- 
tions to Trowbridge and District Hospital, Adcroft- 
rd., Trowbridge. Architect to the Board, ‘“ Rox- 
burgh,” Clifton Down, Bristol, 8. 

Stockton-on-Tees T.C.—258 houses, in five con- 
tracts, at Darlington-la. and east of Durham-rd. 
Boro’ A., 28, The Square. Dep. £1 1s. 

APRIL 1. 

Thetford T.C.—22 houses at Bury-rd. (No. 2) 
housing site. J. Owen Bond & Son, architects, St. 
Faith’s-hse., Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 2. 

*+Bath T.C.—Repains and alterations at Royal 
Baths. Rolfe and Crozier Cole, architects, 1, 
Belmont. Dep. £2 2s. : 

*tNorfolk E.C.—Two classrooms, etc., at Ald- 
borough Cty. prim. sch. and two houses and bunga- 
lows at jun. sch., North Lynn, King’s Lynn. F. 
Lincoln Ralphs, Chief Education Officer, Stracey-rd., 
Norwich. Dep. £2 (each). 

*+Wandsworth B.C.— 24 flats at Estreham-rd., 
Streatham, S.W.16. B.E. & Arch. 

APRIL 3. 

Stratford-on-Avon R.D.C.—29 houses at Hampton 
Lucy. York & Barker, architects, 36, Calthorpe-rd., 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

APRIL 
ou U.D.C.—42 Geen at Borovere-gdns. 
H. Webb, S. Dep. £2 2s. i 
 elestane C.C.—Various improvement works to six 
county schools. , R. Clayton (F.), County A., 
Court-la., Durham. 

Hinckley U.D.C.—40 houses 

9, Station-rd. Dep. £2. 


at three sites. S., 
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APRIL 7. 
*Gravesend B.C.—69 flats at Valley-dr. B.E. & 
S., 6, Woodville-ter. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 8. 
R.D.C.—Ten houses at Framlingham. 
H. W. Lovell, Council Offices, Rendham-rd., Sax- 
mundham. De p. £2 2s. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—24 flats at Leybourne estate, 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s 
APRIL 9. 
*Dover B.C.—4 shops with 4 maisonettes above 
Buckland Valley. 


Blyth 


and 3 garages at Sheridan-rd., 
B.E., Brook-hse. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+ East Suffolk C.C.—Six houses at Capel St. Mary 
Smallholdings estate. E. J. Symeox (F.), County A., 
Ipswich, Dep. £ 2s. Tenders by May 7. 
APRIL 12. 

Farnham R.D.C.—Ten houses at Weydor-la. 
(East) housing site. Gilbert and Hobson, archi- 
tects, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., 75, Castle-st. Dep. £2. 

APRIL 14. 

*Bebington B.C.—62 houses on 1l garages at 
Glenburn-ave. estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 

Denton U.D.C.—16 houses at Hi 1ughton Hall No. 2 
site (No. 4 scheme). E Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Denton U.D.C. 
2 site (No. 3 scheme). 


£2 2s. 
APRIL 15. 

*Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—Four houses, 
2 blocks of flats and 1 block of houses at Addison 
Ninehams-rd., Caterham. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Faversham B.C.—3s2 dwell ings at North Preston 
housing site. BiS. Dep, £2 2 

*Norwich T.C,—172 dwellings ‘at North Park-ave, 
estate. City A. Dep. 

Ruislip-Northwood U. .. C.—34 flats and 16 old 
pe - s homes at Haydon Hall-dr. housing scheme. 
E. S., Council Offices, Oaklands Gate, Northwood 

2s 


Dey : 
at Kytes estate. F. C. 


—20 house ses a's Haughton Hall No. 
D Town Hall. Dep. 





“+ Watford B.C.—22 houses 
Sage, B.E. Dep, £3 3s. 
APRIL 16. 

*Dearne U.D.C.—70 houses at Whin Wood housing 

sile. W. H. Adams, E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Marlow U.D.C.—Erection of 2 houses at Little 
Marlow-rd. Henry Cooper & Sons, quantity sur- 
veyors, 6, The Forbury, Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*t+Portsmouth T.C.—146 houses at Leigh Park. 


City Architect. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 17. 
*States of Guernsey.—50 houses at Pre de 
L’Aumone, Castel. States Eng,, States Office 
Annexe, Albert Pier. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 18, 


*Beckenham B.C.—Four maisonettes at Mackenzie- 

rd. J. Dove, B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 19. 

*York T.C.—70 flats at Askham-la. and Moor-la. 

estates. E. Firth (A.), City A. Dep. £4. 
APRIL 25. 

*Ploughley R.D.C.—Six houses at Yarnton. J. W. 
Martin, E. & 8. Dep. £2. 

West Riding ©.C.—Five houses at various sites. 
County <A., Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., ' Wakefield. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding Standing Joint Com.—30 police 
— on various sites, County A., Bishopgarth, 

estfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep, £2 2s. 
APRIL 28. 

*Beds E.C.—Kitchen/dining-hall, ete., at Arlesey 
Siding prim. sch. and same at Bedford Priory-st. 
schools. County A., Bedford. 

NO DATE, 
Pe C.B.—16 flats at Central Hill-Essex 
wove 
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RUBBER STAIR 
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LATEX-CEMENT FLOORS 


as laid to 
FLATS AT JAMESON ROAD, BEXHILL-ON-SEA 
(Featured Editorially on pages 445 to 447) 
Architects: 
Eric Lyons and G. Paulson Townsend, F/L.R.I.B.A. 
By 


RUBBALUX COMPANY 


Laying Service Throughout Great Britain 
8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: SLOANE 4065/4021 


OUR NEW SUPER-HARD FLOORING TILES 
NOW SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS 














465 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 26. 
*tNorthumberland C.C.—Steel 
surrounds for dairy holdings at West Heddon 
estate, nr. Heddon-on-the-Wall. W. Dixon & Son, 
architects, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 
APRIL 4. 
“Barnes B.C.—Interior Sees, to 16 houses at 
Lambert-ave. W. R. Shepherd, B,E. & S, 
APRIL 5. 
Chadderton U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
*Durham C.C.—Hardware for new technical col- 
lege. G. R. Clayton (F.), County A., Court-la., 
Durham. 
*“Golborne U.D.C.—Roof tiling of 40 houses at 
Derby-rd. housing site. J. B. Hoyle, E. & S. 
*Sunderland C.B.—Ironmongery, éte., for 360 
houses at Farringdon estate. Boro’ 72 Grange- 
hse,, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 “4 
APRIL 
*Romford B.C.—E ih al installations to 64 
houses and four bungalows at Fuller’s Farm 
housing estates and 32 houses at Hillfoot-rd. estate. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 


windows in wood 


“APRIL 9 

*Wandsworth B.C.—War memorials in stone in 
three cemeteries. B.E. 

APRIL 12. 

*“Kingston-upon-Thames B.C.—External redecora- 
tions to 154 houses. BE. Dep. £4 4s. 

APRIL 19. 

Irlam U.D.C.—External painting of 250 houses on 
the Higher Irlam and Moorfields estates. E, & S., 
Council Offices, Irlam. Dep. £1 1s. 

APRIL 2. 

*Birmingham T.C.—Heating and hot water ser- 
vices, primary services at Ward End Hall estate, 
St. Margaret’s-ave. H. J. Manzoni, City E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 29. 
Portsmouth T.C.—Surface dressing of carriage- 
way within city. City E., City Council-chbrs., 


Clarence Parade. 
MARCH 31. 

Cardiff T.C.—Advance preparation 
rumney Neighbourhood—Contract No. 2 B. 
Dep. £2 2. 

Cardiff T.C.—Advance ee 
rumney Neighbourhood—Contr No. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Wellington (Salop) U.D.C.—Contract 2—advance 
preparation works on the Dawley-rd., site “ 
housing site extension. E. & S., Council Offices, 
14, Walker- st., Wellington, Shropshire. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wimbledon B.C.—Surfacing of roads within the 
borough. B.E. & S., Town Hall, Wimbledon, S.W.19. 

APRIL 2. 

Chingford B.C.—Roads and sewers at Sewardstone- 
rd. housing scheme. B.E., Town Hall, E.4. Dep 
£2 2s. 

*Rhondda U.D.C.—Builder’s roads, sewers and 
land drainage for 62 houses at Gwannadda site, 
Penygraig. Gingell (A.), Housing Architect, 


work—Llan- 
City S. 


work—Llan- 
City 8. 


13, Ystrad-rd., Pentre. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 5. 
*Ely U.D.C.—Sewer at Downham-rd. E. & §. 
Dep. £1 ls. 
APRIL 7. 


Twickenham 8B.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers on section 7 of the Butts Farm housing 
estate. .E., Municipal Offices, Twickenham. 


Dep. £2. 
APRIL 9. 

Barnes B.C.—Resurfacing of carriageways, ete. 
B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, Sheen-la., WV .14. 

*Stocksbridge U.D.C—Roads and sewers at 
Stubbin Farm estate, ——. nr. Sheffield. Hus- 
band & Co., engineers and architects, 388, Glossop- 
rd., Sheffield, 10. Dep. £2 2 2s 


APRIL 14. 

Congleton B.C.—Making-up of Belgrave-ave. 
B.S., Town Hall. Dep, £1 ls. 
APRIL 15. 

Castle Donington.—Construction of roads and 

sewers at Moira Dale housing estate. E. N. 


Pearson, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Swinton and Punidicnube-ieoele and laying of 
two-course hot rolled asphalt within the borough. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall, Swinton, Dep. £2. 

APRIL 16. 

*Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Site works at 
Neston, Corsham. Edwards & Webster, architects, 
10, St. Mary-st., Chippenham. Dep. £2 2s. 

Southgate B.C.—Provision of bitumen am 
wearing course to various roads. ., Town 
Hall, Palmers Green, N.13. Dep. £2 “9s, 

APRIL 22. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne T.€.—Extension of Ouseburn 

main sewer. City E., Town Hall. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Canning Town.—Orrices. eTc.—National 
Labour Board, 9, Upper Brook-st., W.1, 
erection of medical centre and offices. 


Dock 
propose 
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Hampstead.—Hovusinc Scneme.—J. B. F. Cowper, 
F.R.I.B.A., 39, Gordon-sq., W.C.1, has been ap- 
pointed architect for the Kilburn Gate housing 
scheme (Part Two), by B.C. Housing Committee. 

Hampstead.—Dev eg —B.C. Housing Com- 
mittee have appointed C. H. James, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
5, Bloomsbury-st., W.C.1, architect for preliminary 
report and ske tch layout plans, etc., for proposed 
development of Avenue-rd. site. 

Highbury.—Matsonettes.—L.C.C, Housing Com- 
mittee propose scheme for erection of 22 maisonettes 
at New Park site. Plans by Chief Housing Archi- 
tect in Council’s Architect’s Dept. 

Holborn.—Cuurcu Restoration.—Eriends of St. 
Etheldreda’s propose restoration of church at Ely- 
pl., E. Plans by Jaines aaa Greenwood, 
k. RIB. A., 20, Jermynst., 

Hornsey.—Siops AND FL Bos ja Surveyor, G. A. 
Pentecost, Town Hall, Broadway, N.8, has pre- 
pared layout for 10 Shops and 18 flats at Park-rd. 

Kensington. — ResuiLpInc. — F. W. Handover, 
F.R.I.B.A., ei Perkins & Co., Ltd., Park-st., 
Southwark, §.E.1, has prepared plans for rebuild: 
ing Kenilworth Castle public-house at West Ken- 
sington. 

Kensington. — Fiats. — Edward Armstrong, 
F.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester-sq., W.1, to prepare re- 
ie plans for 18 old persons’ flats at Stoneleigh- 
p 

Kensington.—F Lats.—B.C. Housing Committee has 
asked Edward Armstrong, F.R.1.B.A., 19, Manches- 
ter-sq., W.1, to replace proposed 20 houses at 
Dickens Court by flats or flats and maisonettes. 

Kensington.—Hovusina ProGramMe.—B.C.’s housing 
programme for 1952 includes six flats at Finborough- 
rd.; 12, Chepstow-cres.; 8, Trebovir-rd.; 12, Blen- 
heim-cres./Cornwall-cres. ; 20, wee gdns. and sq.; 
10, Silchester and Oldham-rds. ; Acklam-rd. and 
Blagrove-rd.; 20, Holland Park *BtAtion. 70, Den- 
bigh-rd., Westbourne- gr.; and 10 at Ladbroke-gr. 


Peckham.—Liprary.—Camberwell.—B.C. to build 
library at Hill-st. Plans by Boro’ Surveyor. 
Southgate.—Primary ScHoo,.—Middlesex Educa- 


tion Committee have approved the erection of 
Prince George-ave. primary school at junction of 
Chaseville Park-rd. and Oakwood-cres. Plans by 
County Architect. 

South Lambeth.—F.Ats.—Proposals for completing 
development scheme at Dorset-rd. area by providing 
a five-storey block containing 40 flats, have received 
L.C.C. Housing Committee . approval. Plans by 
Housing Architect under the direction of the Direc- 
tor of Housing and Valuer. 

Wandsworth. — FLits. — Development scheme at 
Thornton-rd. site, comprising 42 flats has been pro- 
posed by L.C.C. Housing Committee. Plans by 
— Housing Architect in Council’s Architect’s 

ept. 

Wimbledon,.—Hovusina Sites.—County Planning 
Committee approved use of land at Eagle House 
and Lancaster-rd. for erection of eight flats and 
two houses. 

Wimbleden.—Hovsine Devetopment.—County Plan- 
ning Committee recommended to agree to housing 
development at 21-27, Worple-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—B.C. to erect 58 houses at 
Landgate-la. 

Aycliffe.—Regiona] Hospita] Board, Dunira, 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose erection of 
offices and administrative block’ at Aycliffe Hospital. 

Biddulph.—U.D.C. to erect 90 houses at Park-la. 
estate. Architect is W. J. Venables, Congleton. 

Billingham.—S. W. Milburn & Partners, archi- 
tects, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland, are to prepare re- 
vised layout plans for civic and shopping centre at 
Billingham, for U.D.C.. and not at Birmingham as 
stated in our issue of M: oe 14. 

Birmingham.—City E., Civic Centre. has prepared 
layout for multi-storey ‘flats, comprising 216 dwell- 
ings. 

Blackrod.—Prestwich & Sons, architects, Brad- 
shawgate-chbrs., Leigh, have prepared plans for 30 
houses for U.D.C. 

Bolton.—B.C. approved sketch layout for 360 
houses and 100 houses at Oldhams Far m estate. 

Brandon.—U.1I),C. has asked for an allocation of 
160 houses to rehouse people whose homes are 
being affected by mining subsidence. U.D.C. A. and 
acting- surveyor is F. Hedley. 

Cariton.—-U.D.C. S., Council-hse., Burton-rd., has 
prepared layout for 52 dwellings at Thoresby-ave. 
and Cavendish-rd. sites. 

Castle Ward.—R.D.C. S., G. E. Dimmack, has 
prepared plans for 100 houses, at Ponteland. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.— R.D.C. 27, Market-st., has 
prepared layout for 62 eetites at Dove Holes, 
Peak Dale and Hope sites. 

Chester.—R.D.C. approved 
at Weston-gr., Upton. 

Chester-le-Street. —R.D.C. to build 260 houses at 
Kibblesworth and Sacriston. Architect is F. Bow- 
man, Estate Office, Great North-rd., Birtley. 

Coventry.—T.C. approved six three- storey blocks 
of flats at Bell Green Neighbourhood Unit, No. ‘| 
Architects are C. F. Redgrave & Partners, 6, The 
Quadrant, Warwick-rd. 

Crewe. —City E. has prepared layout for 78 houses 
at Wistaston Green estate. 

Cumberland.—Cty. A., Carlisle, has prepared plans 

for sec. sch. at Penrith; additional classrooms at 
Westfield sch., Workington; and adaptations at 
Eden sec. sch., Carlisle. 
; Darlington.—R.D.C, to build 35 houses at Heigh- 
ington. Architects are Hutton & Hutton, 24, 
Southend-ave., Darlipgton. 

Daventry.—R.D.C. S. to prepare details 


layout for 110 houses 


for 12 
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houses at Braunston; 12 at Newnham; two at Wat- 
ford; and four at Badby. 

Derbyshire.— E.C. propose following priority for 
erection of schools in N.W, area: —Hope Valley 
sec.; Buxton R.C.; Bakewell sec. boys; and High 
Peak sec. tech. 

Dudiey.—B.C. received allocation of 220 houses 
at Sledmeré estate. Architects are Webb & Gray, 
200, ee Dudley.—E.C. approved revised plans 
by Boro’ A. for sec. tech. sch.—B.C. approved plans 
for extensions to furnaces at Price-st. Kates Hill, 
for A. E. Westley & Co.; and extensions to offices at 
Cinderbank, Netherton, for Robinson & Sons. 

Durham.—T.C. to consider erection of block of 12 
flats, two blocks of six flats and a block of four 
houses in connection with the New Elvet redevelop- 
ment plan. 

Eston.—U.D.C. to acquire for future housing de- 
velopment, 20 acres of land near northern bound ary 
of the cemetery; a 134-acre site at Redcar-rd. East 
estate; and seven acres at Church-la. area. 

Garstang.—R.D.C. seek loan sanction of £28,550 
for 16 houses at Inskip. 

Gosport.—Boro’ S., Town Hall, has prepared lay- 
out for 38 houses at Walpole Park. 

Hastings.—Boro’ S., Wellington-sq., has prepared 
layout for 122 dwellings at Harley Shute estate. 

Hemsworth.—R.D.C. S., Brierley Hall, Brierley, 
Barnsley, has prepared layout for 84 houses to be 
erected in eight parishes. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—R. Burke, A., Lambton-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, has prepared plans for R.C. jun. 
mixed and inf. sch. at Alnwick-gr. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. to erect 60 three-bedroomed, 
20 two-bedroomed houses and 20 flats. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—P. H. Knighton, A. to Hospital 
Brd., Dunira, Osborne- rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, has 
prepared plans for tuberculosis department at 
Prudhoe and law Hospital. 

Keighley.—Boro’ A. to prepare plans for terrace- 
type arte at ay ‘t-la. and Long Lee sites. 

Keynsham.—U.D.C. S., Council Offices, Keyns- 
ham, Bristol, has prepared layout for 48 houses at 
Park-rd. estate. 

Lanchaster.—_R.D.C. S. has prepared layout for 
200 houses and shopping centre at Hamsteels. 

Leamington Spa.—B.C. propose further 40 house 
at Whitnash estate; six at Edinburgh-cres. (Kings- 
way) and 22 at East Dene, Lillington estate. 

Leeds.—City A. has prepared plans for 200 houses 
at Moorside estate. 

Lincoin.—D. C. Hall, A., 6, Mason’s-yard, Duke- 
st., S.W.1, has prepared plans for sec. mod sch. at 


Tattershall. ‘ 
Liverpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. appointed W. 
ones, 27, Dale-st., consultant engineer for twin 

operating theatres at Whiston Cty. Hospital. 

Liverpool.—City A. has prepared plans _ for 
children’s homes at Speke, Croxteth, Deysbrook-la. 
and Sparrow Hall estates. 

Longbenton.—U.D.C. to build 25 houses at Forest 
Hall and Benton; seven, Camperdown South; 32, 
Hoiystone; 26, Camperdown North; 42, Dudley; and 
28 at Seaton Burn.—U. D.C. received special alloca- 
tion of 100 houseg for miners. : 

Luton—B.C. to build 60 houses at Ramridge 
estate. 

Morpeth.—T.C. to build 50 houses. Plans by S., 
F. R. Perkins. 

Morpeth.—R.D. C. to build 40 houses at Broomhill. 
Plans by S., J. R. Miles, Dacre-hse., Morpeth. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. to _build 120 flats and 
maisonettes at Hindhaugh-st. City A. is G. Kenyon, 
18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Northampton.—_W. F. Howard, A., 110, Old 
Brompton-rd., S.W.7, has prepared plans for new 


s 


— dept. at Genera! Hospital, to cost 
£180, 
ace Risborough.—_J. M. Smith, A., High-st., 


High Wycombe. has prepared plans for 42 houses 
at Berryfields, for Wycombe R 

Rainford.—U.D.C. approved plans for 24 houses at 
Festival-rd. to complete Bank Villas site. 


DOHM . of; 
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LEAD AND LEAD PRODUCTS 


The Ministry of Materials has announced that 
from March 18 the price of imported good soft 
pig lead has been reduced from £170 to £163 per 
ton delivered consumers’ works. This reduction 
is made possible by lower prices negotiated with 
Commonwealth suppliers. 

The Ministry also announces the removal of 
restrictions on the amounts of lead which may be 
purchased for consumption. Purchases from the 
Directorate of Non-Ferrous Metals, Rugby, will 
now be limited only by the amounts required to meet 
orders on consumers’ books. 

Following the decrease to £163 per ton in the 
Government-controlled price of lead, Associated 
Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have issued the following 
list of revised prices of lead and lead products, 
effective as from 8 a.m. on March 18 : 


Basis price 
per ton 
EBs 
Genuine English dry white lead (1 x 8 cwt. 
cask) 191 0 
Genuine ground English white lead (ix 5 
cwt. cask) 209 0 
Genuine refined English red lead a a3 owt. 
cask) 183 10 
Genuine English powdered ‘litharge ai x5 
cwt. cask) 183 10 


Genuine refined English red lead. ‘ground 


in oil (1 x 5 cwt. cask) 206 0 
English sheet lead (1-ton lots) 187 0 
English lead pipe (1-ton lots) 188 5 
English lead shot (1-ton lots) 194 0 


The above prices are subject to withdrawal and 
alteration without notice. 


CAST-IRON BATHS: PRICE CONTROL 
WITHDRAWN 


The Minister of Works has been in consultation 
with the British Bath Manufacturers’ Association 
about the price of cast-iron baths. The association 
indicated that the increased costs of raw materials, 
fuel, freight and other items justified an increase in 
price, and the increase for commercial quality baths 
for the home trade has been fixed at 24 per cent., 
and took effect from March 20. : 

The association informed the Minister that: it was. 
their desire to establish a firm price for the coming 
year and not to increase prices again unless there 
were further major increases in costs. On the basis 
of these assurances price control over these baths 
has been withdrawn. 


PLASTERBOARD 


Plaster Products (Greenhithe), Ltd., inform us that 
all manufacturers of plasterboard have increased 
their prices as from March 10. The new prices of 
P.P.G. products are as follows : 

PLAIN GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 
P.P.G. GyPpsuUM WALLBOARD—¥# in. THICK 


25—75 sq. yds. 3s, 3d. sq. yd. 

75—150_,, 3e..1d. os 
150—300_ ,, aa. 016. os 
300—600__,, és 2696. 45 
600 sq. yds. and over ys an 


P.P.G. GypsUM BASEBOARD—3 in. THICK 
25—150 sq. yds. ... 2s. 10d. sq. yd. 


150—300__,, 28.60; 55 
300—600 ,, 28,00. - 55 
600 sq. yds. and over 2s.4d. 


INSULATING GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 
P.P.G. INSULATING WALLBOARD—# in. THICK 


25—75 sq. yds. 4s. 6d. sq. yd. 

75—150_ ,, a8. 40, ~. 
150—300_ ,, 46:70). + 
300—600 43,00. ,, 
600 sq. yds. and over 3s. 10d. ,, 


P.P.G. INSULATING BASEBOARD—¥# in. THICK 


25—150 sq. yds. ... 4s. 1d. sq. yd. 
150—300_ ,, a. 
300—600__,, . Se. SH. 4s; 
600 sq. yds. and over aa « 


All prices are subject to alteration without notice. 
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Reigate.—Boro’ S., Town Hall, has prepared plans 
for 63 houses at Rushetts Farm estate. 

South Shields.—Boro’ E., Town Hall, has pre 
ared layout for 154 houses at Auckland-ave., 
Marsden-rd., and Lincoln-rd. 

Spennymoor.—U.D.C. Surveyor has prepared lay- 
out for 50 houses at Kirk Merrington. 
Stanléy.—U.D.C. has approved plans by N.C.B. 
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for maintenance workshops at Tanfield Lea, and 
coal and stone bunkers at Barcus Close Colliery. 
The Board are also to extend pithead baths at 
Morrison Colliery.—U.D.C. propose erection of 14 
houses at Birch-cres., Leazes, Burnopfield. 

Staveley.—U.D.C. approved plans for 300 houses at 
Norbriggs estate. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. has approved, in principle, 
the provision of bus station at John-st. area. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. to build 248 houses north 
of Darlington-la. and east of Durham-rd. Plans by 
Boro’ A., 28, The Square, Stockton. 

Stone.—R.D.C. approved revised layout for 106 
houses and flats at Blythe Bridge. 

Stourbridge.—T ‘“ propose further 50 houses at 
Wollaston Farm estate, in 1952 programme.— 
Licensing Justices bon approved plans for struc- 
tural alterations to Greyhound Inn, Norton-rd., 
and Noah’s Ark Inn, Grange-la., Rufford, for 
Bents Brewery Co., ; 

Stretford.—Boro’ E. has prepared layout for 122 
dwellings at Stretford-rd. 

Stretford. —H. Greenhalgh, Bolton, has prepared 
plans for R.C. sec. mod. sch. at Firswood. 

one in-Ashfield.—Warner & Dean, architects to 

1.D.C., Manstfield-rd., Sutton-in-Ashfield, have pre- 
bonis plans for 51 houses at Carsie-la. : 

Upholland.—U.D.C. approved erection of C.E. inf. 
sch. at Back-la., ao Moor. 

Walsall.—Boro’ E., Council-hse., has ak a lay- 
ou€ for 24 dwellings at junction of Persehouse-st. 
and Holtshill-la. t 

Warrington.—R.D.C. seek loan of £51,300 for 36 
houses at Parksway, Woolston. 

West Bromwich.—B.C. approved conversion of 
buildings at cemetery, as a crematorium. 

Whaley.—U.D.C. propose erection of houses at 
Furness Wale and Buxton-rd. 

Whiston.—R.D.C. propose 20 houses at Royal Oak 
site, and 19 at Stoney-la., Rainhill. 

Wigan.—E.C. received approv: 1] for Woodfield cty. 
sch. and Springfield mod. sch. in 1952-3 programme. 
-E.C. to erect eee 11 accommodation at Scot-la. 
sch. and St. Cuthbert’s, Pemberton. 

Wigton.—North-Eas ke rn Housing Assoc., Curzon- 
hse., Maryport, to build 26 houses at seven villages 
in Wigton rural area.—R.D.C. has approved plans 
by Cumberland C.C. for four police houses, at 
Standingstone. Cty. A. is J. H. Haughan, Port- 
land-sq., Carlisle. f 

Worc 2 approved plans for alterations 
The Grove Children’s Home, Bromsgrove, £11,000 





wo 


est.). 

* Yorkshire.—The Cleveland Water Co. are prepar- 
ing modified scheme for new dam at Scaling Dam 
for submission to M.H. & L.G. Engineers for the 
scheme are Waterhouse & Rounthwaite, 165, West- 
morland-rd., Neweastle-on-Tyne. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

Denotes provis sionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depairt- 

ments. 

Alnwick.—20 houses at Howling-la. East, for 

.D.C.: *J. Sample, Warkworth. 

Bexhill.—Six bungalows at Southlands-rd. estate, 
for B.C.: *E. Godwin & Sons, £5,700. 

Birmingham.— Adaptation of premises at —o 
rd., Bromford, as home for aged, for T.C We. 
Cox, Ltd., Grove-la., Handsworth, a 

Burnley.—Work for B.C. Eight houses and eight 
flats at Eastern-av. estate: *H. & R. Clegg, Ltd., 
Bull-st... Burnley, £22.800; and 15 bungalows at 
Brick House estate: -R Fus her, 6, Lowergate, Nun- 


coat, Acc ington, £15, ‘ 
Garliste.— 2 2008 3S Pi Harraby, for T.C.: *J. F. 
for B.D.C.: 









Johnston, Carlisle. 

Cheadle.—Six houses at a 
*J. A. Bailey, Cheadle, £8,653 ; 

Chester, —Further 20 houses” at Dunham Hill, for 
R.D.C.: *L. O. G. Williams, £26,975; and two at 
Shotwick : *R. J. Martland, nts 133. 

Darlington.—20 houses at Nickstream-la.; and 38 
at Springfield site, for T.C. “Plans by E. A. Torn 
bohm, Boro’ A.: *R. Blackett & Son, Bondgate, 
Darlington. , Z 

Darlington.—12 houses at Firth Moor, for T.C. 
Plans by E. A. Tornbohm, Boro’ A. : *Boddy & Bell 
Thomas-st., Darlington. 7 ? 

Dudley.—20 Gregory flats at Paradise_site, for 
B.C.: *J. Harper & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd.; and 
46 houses at Park Farm estate, Coseley: *Eadie & 
Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 29, Waterloo-rd., 
Wolverhampton. 

Edinburgh.—Erection of 80 houses by the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., at the Niddrie 
housing site. J. Austin Best (F.), architect, 15, 
Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh : *Robert 
Brown & Co. (Builders), Ltd,, Edinburgh. 

Eston. -134 houses at Redear- rd. East estate, for 
U.D.C.: *A. Payne, Gordon-rd., Redcar (10); 
*Hudson Bros., Fidler-st., Middlesbrough (54); 
and *A. E. Gray & Son, Ltd., Chapel-st., Thornaby- 
on-Tees (70). 

Felling-on-Tyne.—124 houses, for U.D.C.: 
Labour. 

Feltham.— Erection 
West Mi ddlesex Crematorium Board: 
Ltd., Sloane-sq., S.W. 

Fifeshire.—Erection of 30 houses by the Glen- 
rothes Corporation at the Woodside housing site. 
Peter Tinto (F.). architect, Woodside (Glenrothes), 
Markinch. Excavation, brick, building, concrete 


*Direct 


of crematorium for South- 
*W. Willett. 
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and allied works: *James Ramsey, Leslie, Fife. 
Plumber, sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*John Dees, Buckhaven. Joinery, carpentry and 
allied works: *Bogie & Nicol, Ltd., Kirkealdy. 
Glazing and allied works: *George G. Kirk, Ltd., 
Glasgow. Slating, plaster, lathing and allied 
works: *J. R. & Ens Adam, "Ltd., Lochgelly. Roof 
tiling and rough casting and a llied works: *Young 
& Napier, Ltd., Kirkcaldy. Painting, decorating 
and allied works: *W. Wardless, Ladybank, Fife. 
Glasgow.—Erection of a scheme of houses at the 
Woodholm-ave. housing site. Norman MacFadzen, 
architect, 147, West Regent-st.. Glasgow, W.C.2: 
*John Lawrence, builders, Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Gosport.—338 gag at Walpole Park for B.C. 
*John Hunt, Ltd., Gosport, £66,487. 
Hartlepool.— Eight houses at Duke-st., for T.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £8, 
Lanarkshire.—Erection of new houses at Eddle- 
wood for C.C. Samuel MacColl (F.), architect, 





ead role Beckford-st., Hamilton: *J. C. Burns 
& Co,, Ltd., Larkhall 
Leamington Spa.—24 flats’ at Tachbrook-rd.: 


*Edgar Crowder, Tia. South- ak Birmingham. 

Leicester.—Houses for T.C. at Eyres Monsell 
estate: *Frank Ellson, Ltd., 140, Narborough-rd. 
24); *W. W. Ward, Paget-st., Aylestone (22); and 
*Wilson & Barratt, 41, Bretley-rd. (30). 

Leyland.—1350 houses at Wade Hall 
B.C.: *A. Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate, 
£139,780. 

Liverpool.—Erection of 104 garages at Kirkby 
estate for B.C,: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
Bentham-dr., Broad Green, Liverpool. 16 

Liverpool. Third instalment of C. F. Mott Train- 
ing College, for T.C.: *Norwest Construction Co., 
Ltd., Ruthve n-rd., Liverpool 21. 

Liverpool.—Reconstruction of two Port Warehouses 
at Luton and Grundy-st., for Joynson (Liverpool) 
Warehouses, Ltd. Architect is A. Neville Holt, 
F.R.I.B.A., 45, Imperial-bldgs., 20. Exe hange-st. 
East, Live rpool: *Wm. Hall & Son, Ltd. 

Loendon.—Reconstruction of St. Anselm and St. 
Cecelia Church at Kingsway. Plans by Walters, 
Whitby & Kerr-Bate, 10, Great James-st., Bedford- 
row, W.C.1: *Duncan Cameron (London), Ltd., 181, 
Warwick-rd., W.14. 

‘London (Admiralty). —Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chiet’s Dept. 
Admiralty :— 

Devonpr rt : 

shop, A. E 
Long ymoore -St., 


estate, for 
Warrington, 


Structural steel framework for work- 
Watson & Co., Ltd., Ozonair-hse., 1-5, 

London, S.W.1. Portsdown Hill : 
Resurfacing roads, Constable, Hart & Co., Ltd., 
Lower Drayton-la., Cosham, Portsmouth. Gosport : 
Access ring-road. Warings (Contractors), Ltd., Lon- 
don-rd., Hilsea, Portsmouth. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts placed to the 
value of £50 
Contracts for week ended March 15 :— 

Building work: Chas. R. Price, Doncaster; A. 
Roberts & Son, Ltd,, London. S.W.1; James & 
Crockerell, Ltd. Durrington, Salisbury; Rexford 
suilders, Ltd., Shirley, nr. Birmingham; M. 
Boswell (Cttrs.). Ltd., Wolverhampton; F. Rendell 
& Sons. Ltd,. Devizes. Wilts; Brown Fraser & Co., 
Litd., Glasgow, 8.1; G._& J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 
Hulton, nr. Bolton. Extension to runways, tazi- 
tracks, ete.: Tarmac, Ltd., Ettingshall, Wolver- 
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hampton. Dismantling and re-erection of fuel 
installations: W. Sindall, Cambridge. 

General maintenance ‘work: Johnson & Bailey, 
Ltd., Cambridge; W. Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Swaff- 
ham; Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Leamington Spa, 


Warwickshi re; Willcocks & Stephens, Ltd., Paign- 
ton, Devon ; Brown Fraser & Co., Ltd., North 
Berwick, E. Lothian; Haymills (Cttrs.), Ltd., 





London, W.5; W, A. Major, Gainsborough, Lines; 
W. & J. Simons, Ltd., West Bridgford, Nottingham; 


Airwork, Ltd., Slough, Bucks. Hutting, ete. 
Farrans, Ltd., ’Dunmurry, Belfast; John Laing & 
Son, Ltd., London, N.W.7, Unity Structures, Ltd., 


London, W.C.1; Orl it, Lid., London, S.W.1. 

Installation of ge nerating sets : Mirrless Bickerton 
& Day, Ltd., Stockport. Dismantling and recondi- 
tioning of generating sets: The English Electric Co., 
Ltd., Rugby. 

L.c.C.—Construction of 183 flats and 24 maison 
ettes in nine blocks, and other work at Barn Elms 
Park site, Wandsworth and Barnes: 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone 

Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster. 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster 

’. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 

FE. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., a 

£5. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 248,872 
*Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster ... 245,215 

The comparable estimate "of the appointed archi- 
tect, R. Mountford Pigott, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., is 
£248,80 

Erection of 48 flats and 40 maisonettes at Devons 
estate, Poplar: 

Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell  ...1 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 

Hall Beddall & Co.. Ltd., Lambeth 


» £258,641 





Cheam 
Croydon 


249,373 


E. H, Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 
A. T. Ep (London), Ltd., Tottenham 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 
a Sian & Co., Ltd., Westminster 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., E.C.1 . 
Thomas Bates & Son. Ltd., Harold “Wood 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd,, St. Albans ... 
*Tersons, Ltd., Fins bury oa Sa 
The comparable estimate of the 
Housing and Valuer is £115,748. 
Erection of 65 flats, laundry and 22 tenants’ stores 
at Friary estate (Leyton-sq. site) and 35 flats, 
laundry and 18 stores at Peckham High-st. site: 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd.. Wandsworth ... £145,645 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 
C. P. Roberts & Co, Ltd., Hol born 5 
Harry Neal, Ltd.. St. Marylebone ... 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., E.C.1 
_ h & Tompkins, Ltd.,’ Westminster 
T. Rowley (London), Ltd. , Tottenham 
Thomas & Edge. Ltd., Woolwich ad 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 
*Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd., Kensington = 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £135,645. 
War damage repairs and improvements at 
Portman-pl. and Morpeth county secondary schools: 
W. J. Marston & Sons, Ltd., Fulham - £44, 210 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Stepney 





Direct or. oi 











Kilby & Gayford, Ltd., Worship-st,, E.C2 43.986 
Mansfield & Neil, Ltd., Minories, pa 43,926 
F. R. i & Son, oer Broad Str 

pl., E.C.2 


E. A. Roome & Co., Ltd.. “Hackney _ 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Harold Wood . 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westmins ter 
J. & R. Rooff, Ltd., Plaistow 
J. & J. Dean, Ltd., Leyton 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham : ‘ . 
[The comparable estimate of the architects in 
private practice responsible for the work is £36.23 
_ London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M OW. 
for week ended March 8:— 
Dumbartonshire : Kirkintilloch, erection of T.R.S., 
W. Guthrie & Co.. Ltd., 10, Vernon-st., Maryhill- 
st. Glasgow. Staffordshire : M/S Frobisher 
Hostel, Swynnerton, internal and external painting, 
T. E. Talbot, Leonard-st., Burslem, Stoke-on- Trent. 
Warwickshire: Radio Station, Rugby, extension, 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., Rugby; I.R.O., Wheat-st.. 
Nuneaton, erection of premises, N. D. Randall. 
Hartshill, Nuneaton. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works — ts placed by 
W.D. during week ended March 8 :— oe 
Northumberland : Painting ft decorating, A. 
Hector Grabham, Ltd., Sunderland. Yorkshire 
Building work, Houlton & Grant, Ltd.. Hull. 
Hampshire: Painting and decorating, Arnold Shar- 
rocks, Ltd., Ash, nr. Aldershot. ’ 
Oxfordshire : Waterproofing C.G.I. 


PD 





sheds, All 


Weather Mechanical Grouting Co. Ltd., London, 
S.W.1._ Kent: Concrete work, Gough Cooper & Co.. 
Ltd., Wilming ne, Kent. Lanarkshire: Misce!- 


laneous, R. J. MeLeod (Contractors), Ltd.. Glasgow 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of Methodist Sunday- 
school at Thorntree estate. Architect is G. P. 
Stainsby, 57, High-st., Stockton-on-Tees: *William 
Clark & Co. (Thornaby), Ltd., Bridge-st., Thornaby- 
on-Tees, £12,042. i 
Middlesbrough.—34 houses at Berwick Hills: 
*C. W. Athey, Windsor-rd., Middlesbrough. 
Midlothian.—Erection of 76 houses at the Muir- 
house area, Edinburgh district, for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Lid. Palmerston-pl., 
Westend, Edinburgh: *Cruden Ltd.. Musselburgh 
North Shields.—Further alterations at Hayhole 
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Lead Works, for Associated Lead Manufacturers, Northumberland.—Construction of | ambulance . —53 houses at Thornley-la. estate, for 

Crescent-hse., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *William Nor- station at gy Yor for C.C.: *Crawford & Hud- B.C.: . A. Lomas & Co., Ltd., £74,219. 

man, West-la., Chester-le- Street. dart, Wideopen, Northumberland, £7,156. Seek’ Coldfield.—20 houses at Falcon Lode 
Nuneaton.—Four houses at Marston estate: *J. D. estate, +4 B.C.: *Yenton Building Co. (1938), Ltd., 

Avery, £5,189; and 36 Gregory houses at Falley 52, Gravely Hill North, Birmingham, £25,933. 

Common: *A, Drury & Co., Ltd., £45,080. Swanscombe.—Five ‘blocks of maisonettes at 


Oldham.—Superstructure for new sec. tech. sch. Galley Hill-rd.: *Wisking & Gillespie, Ltd., 7, Si. 
at Hathenshaw, for E.C. Architects are Thorpe & James’s-rd., Gravesend. 











Whyman: *Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Walsall.—12 houses at Beddows-rd., for B.C.: *H 
Kenyon-la., Collyhurst, Manchester. Tomlinson & Son, Birhills-st. 
Perthshire.—Erection of new garages and 13 Washington. —40 houses at Blue House-la., for 
houses at Kinloch Rannoch, Rannoch Moor, by the U.D.C.: *Direct Labour. 
Scottish Special Association, Ltd.: *James Miller Went’ Bromwich.—Dwellings at Yew Tree estate, 
& Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh. for T.C.: *Eadie & Co., Ltd., 29, Waterloo-rd., Wol- 
St. Pancras.—Construction of permanent under- verhampton, £114,804 (98); and *Direct Labour, 
ground Civil Defence control centre for B.C.: <—o (90). Dah ARCH 
Elsworthy, Ltd. . : . owe £14,475 n.—12 houses at Gathurst-la., Shevington, 
Goddard & Philli ps, “Ltd. ae sé .. 12,683 a 1 Do: *L. Dickinson, Chequen:-la., Upholland, 
Edward H. Jackson, Ltd. .. 10,508 £15,086 
St. Mary’s Demolition & Excavation, ‘Ltd. = Wimbledon.—Erection of first section of West Side 
*St. Pancras Building Department... .. 8,635 House housing estate: *M. Howard (Mitcham), 
St. Pancras.—s6 ‘flats at Clarence-way (Block Ltd., £112,647. THE B 


“G’’) housing scheme for B,C,; *Tersons, Ltd,, Wimbledon.—Housing development at 88-93, , 
£118,772. Amity-gr. and 71, Lambton-rd.: *James Shackell & LONDC 
St. Pancras.—120 flats at Regent’s Park area Co., Ltd., £9,742. ~ 
| “A” housing scheme for B.C.: *Tersons, Ltd., : 


£228,152. 
Salford.—F our houats at The Polygon and four at VOL. Cl 


Lower Broughton-rd.: *E. Kennedy, Ltd., Man- : 

chester, £15,007. 

Shefheld.—Works for B.C.:—Alterations and im- BROADS wuiTE GLAZED 
provements to Park cty. sch.: *Direct oe 


erection of MHurifield sec. boys’ sch: *Hil 


: Roberts, Ltd., £169,589; and phase two of Maud : S 
Maxwell Special sch.: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., AN f 
£44,949. ‘@) r 
South Shields—40 terrace houses at Simonside RESEAR( 


estate (Section 4), for T.C.: *R. Summerbell & LABORATORIES, SCHOOLS, CURRIE 
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Sons, Rutland-st., South Shields, £48,305. Reinfor 
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ENROL NOW STEEL-CRETE LTD. 9, HIGH BEECH ROAD | “IMPOR 
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|| 26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 FLOORS sli 
name aae aeons ROBERT BOYLE & SON STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. comm 
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